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CRIMINAL AM JUDICIAL STATISTICS (IRELAND), 

1878. 



INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



PAST I.— CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 

Part 1. 

?■ Cbikxnal 

Statistics. 

The Statistics included in this volume have been largely modified by the Supreme Effect of 
Court of Judicature (Ireland) Act, the County Officers and Courts Act (Ireland), and the Judicature, 
Prisons (Ireland) Act, which came into operation in the year 18/8. and Pnsons Acts. 

The first two Acts have gone a long way to restore that identity of Irish Civil 
Procedure, with that of England and Wales, which prevailed from the introduction of 
English Law in the reign of King Henry II., till the commencement of Modern Law 
Reform in the reign of King George IV. The conversion of all the Irish Local Prisons 
into State Prisons, in the same Session in which a similar change was effected in 
England and Scotland, is another measure of assimilation. Pending inquiries, such as 
the Lunacy Inquiry Commission, the Criminal Code Commission, and pending legislation 
like the Criminal Code and the introduction of the public prosecutor system in England, 
all tend in the same direction of assimilation, and so facilitate the comparison of Irish 
and English Statistics, the object of the Address to the Crown from the House of Lords 
which led to the Irish Statistics being commenced under the commands of the Lord 
Lieutenant on the model of the English volume in 1863. 

The Revisions rendered necessary by the Legislation, which came into operation in 
1878, have led to a re- consideration of the whole volume and to considerable 
abridgments. 

In the Police Tables the information is given for Counties, and Counties of Cities or Abridgment of 
Towns and Districts, like that of the Dublin Metropolitan Police and Belfast Borough, 1>oIlco Tables - 
and not as heretofore for each Sub-Inspectors District. 

The Statistics as to Coroners’ Inquests has been entirely omitted. The information is Omission of 
presented to Parliament in the Reports of the Registrar-General as to deaths. As the Coronors Tatlcs ' 
great majority of the cases belong to accidental deaths, in no way connected with crime, 
they more properly belong to the Registrar-General’s Department than to the Criminal 
Statistics. Then the practice, introduced in recent years, in consequence of the system of 
public prosecutor, which is completely established in Ireland, of not producing the accused 
person before a Coroner’s jury, has, as pointed out in previous reports, destroyed the 
value of Coroners’ verdicts as an indication of crime. In many plain cases of crime 
Coroners’ juries, from the absence of the prisoner, confine their verdict to the medical 
cause of death. 

C 
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Reformatories, 
Industrial 
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The importance which the Coroners’ juries still have in England is as a cheek on the 
compromising of crimes by a private prosecutor, in consequence of the public 
prosecutor system not having been yet adopted in England. This is shown by the fact 
that in Scotland, where the public prosecutor system has been so long in complete 
operation, there are no Coroner's inquests, the public being perfectly satisfied with the 
inquiries, under the direction of the Lord Advocate (an officer corresponding to the ns 
and English Attorney-General), which are made into every sudden death by the Local 
Crown Solicitor, there called Procurator Fiscal, 

The Tables of Criminal Procedure have been greatly abridged. They were the old 
system by which Criminal Statistics were first collected, before the introduction and 
•extension of the Police Force to the entire kingdom. Now that their use has been so 
largely superseded by the more complete Statistics, returned by the Police, of crimes 
committed, whether prosecuted or not, the Tables of Criminal Procedure have been 
confined to the purpose for which they are still required, supplying as to the results of 
proceedings in the cases of offences disposed of by indictment, information corresponding 
to that given in the Police Tables as to offences disposed of summarily, 

Owing to the pressure on the Staff of the General Prisons Board, consequent on the 
great changes introduced by the Irish Prisons Act, it was found impossible to have 
compiled in time information similar to what had been given in former years as to 
either local or central Prisons ; accordingly, for the present year, these Tables have been 
confined to the information which was absolutely necessary in connexion with showing 
the number of the Criminal classes, and presenting a view of the number of State 
Prisons retained in use in Ireland and the purposes to which they have been applied. 
To this has been added a brief summary (compiled from the information presented to 
Parliament in great detail in the Estimates) showing the staff and cost of the three 
classes of prisons : — 1 , Central or Special ; 2, Larger District Prisons ; 3, Smaller Distiict 
Prisons. 

In the Statistics of Reformatories, Industrial Schools, and Lunatics (whether 
criminal or charged with intent to commit a crime, and dangerous) no change has 
been made. 

In the Judicial Statistics the order of the Tables has been modified to correspond, in 
the earlier Tables, with the change of order which was introduced in the English Tables 
on the passing of the English Judicature Act, the later Tables are arranged so as to present 
the whole series on a systematic plan of showing, first, the Central Courts, such as the 
various Divisions of the High Court of Justice, the Court of Admiralty, the Court of 
Bankruptcy, and the Various Central Appellate Jurisdictions; and secondly the Local 
Courts and Local Jurisdictions of Central Courts. 

These are divided into two groups, first, the Larger District Jurisdictions or Courts, 
such as Local Admiralty Courts, the District Registrars of the Court of Probate, the 
Circuit Jurisdiction of the Judges of the Supreme Court, and the Jurisdiction of the 
County Court Judges and Recorders. The proceedings as to Jurors and of Sheriffs, 
which relate partly to the central and partly to the local courts, the jurors for both 
being taken from the same Jurors’ Book, and the Sheriff acting as an officer of both the 
central and the local courts. In this group is given last the civil proceedings at Quarter 
Sessions, which, while they correspond in district to the County Courts, are, in fact, the 
Court of Appeal from the decisions of magistrates in the small local or Petty Sessions 
■Courts. The second group comprises the local Charter Courts, which exist in seven 
towns in Ireland, and the civil jurisdiction of the Court of Petty Sessions, which are 
held in 604 places. 
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Besides a change in order, the structure of some of the tables has been simplified, as 
in the case of the Civil Bill Process Servers and the Petty Sessions Courts, where the 
results are now presented for Counties only. 

The Tables relating to the Supreme Court of Judicature have been settled so as to 
correspond a3 closely as possible with the corresponding Tables in the English volume. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Abridgment of 
some of Judicial 
Tables. 



CHAPTER I.— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 



Chapter I. 



The following table shows the indictable offences compared with the corresponding Statistic* of Criir, 

figures for the preceding ten years : — Comparison of 

Indictable Offences not disposed of Summarily. crime in 1878 

with crime in 



Year. 




Number of 
Offences. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


| Per 10,000 of Population. 


Number. | 


Increase, j 


Decrease. 


1868, 


5,465,914 


9,090 




170 


16-6 


_ 


0-2 


18G9, 


5,449,094 


9,178 


88 ■ 


- 


16-8 


0-2 


- 


1870, 


5,418,512 


9,517 


339 


- 


17-5 


0-7 


- 


1871, 


5, 395,007 


8,155 


- 


1,362 


15-1 


- 


2'4 


1872, 


5,372,199 


7,716 


- 


439 


14-3 


- 


0 8 


1873, 


5,337,261 


6,942 


- 


774 


13-0 


- 


1-3 


1874, 


5,314,844 


6,662 


- 


280 


12-5 


- 


0-5 


1S75, 


5,309,494 


6,598 


- 


64 


12-4 


- 


o-i 


1S76, 


5,321,61S 


6,261 


- 


337 


11-7 


- 


0-7 


1877, 


5,338,906 


6,328 


67 


- 


11-8 


0-1 


- 


1S78, 


5,351,060 


6,959 


631 


“ 


13-0 


1-2 


“ 



prerious years. 
Indictable offences 



The last year when there was a similar increase of crime was 18G2. The figures 
then used were the number of persons committed or bailed for trial, aiid the figures 
showed an increase of 1,080 in 1862, following an increase of 200 in 1861. In 
the Report for 1863, the observation is made that the change from decrease to increase 
was owing to the amount of distress in these two years. In reporting on the Statistics 
of Savings in Ireland, in June and December, 1878, I had to go back to the years 
1862-63 for a corresponding period of withdrawal of bank deposits and pressure on the 
poor, the increase now appears to arise from the connexion between poverty and crime. 

The following table shows the offences determined summarily compared with the Offences deler- 
p • 10 p 0 mined summaril 

corresponding figures since IS 68 : — 

Offences determined Summarily.} 



Y E*R. 


Population. 


Number of 
Offences. 


^Actual 


Decrease. 


J Per 10,000 of Population. 


Number. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


186S, 


5,465,914 


238,302 




21,389 


436 




37 


1869, 


5,449,094 


239,390 


1,088 


- 


439 


3 


- 


1870, 


5,418,512 


234,005 


_ 


5,385 


432 | 


_ 


7 


1871, 


5,395,007 


220,179 


_ 


13,826 


408 ! 


_ 


24 


1872, 


5,372,199 


211,470 


_ 


8,709 


393 i 


_ 


15 


1873, 


5,337,261 


223,843 


12.373 


- 


419 


26 


- 


1874, 


5,314,844 


228,501 


4,658 


_ 


430 j 


11 


- 


1875, 


5,309,494 


243,145 


14,644 


_ 


458 


28 


_ 


1876, 


5,321,618 


256,312 


13,167 


_ 


481 | 


23 


- 


1877, 


5,338,906 1 


266,298 


9,986 


- 


498 | 


17 


- 


1878, 


5,351,060 


268,559 


2,261 i 


“ 


502 


4 


~ 



• Estimated population for the middle of each year from Registrar-General’s Returns. 

t In the Tables of Summary Offences the figures indicate the number of persons proceeded against. In the 
Tables of Indictable Offences the figures indicate the number of crimes committed, 
t Registrar-General’s Estimate for middle of each year. 

C 2 
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Although the figures show an increase, it is much less than any of the increases in 
the past five years. In connexion with the passing of the Sunday Closing Act, which 
came into operation for the last quarter of 1S78, it is satisfactory to know that the 
persons proceeded against for punishable drunkenness were 3,1 SO less than in 1877, 
only 107,723, as compared with 110,903, and this was the most remarkable reduction. 
The increase in the total, notwithstanding this reduction, was mainly caused by an 
increase of 2,497 in offences against local acts and borough by-laws, and an increase of 
2,976 in common assaults. 

As the Irish criminal statistics have been compiled for the purpose of a comparison 
with the corresponding statistics of England and Wales, and as the Scotch statistics 
were called for after the Irish had been in operation for some years, with the same 
object, an attempt has been made in the following tables to institute a comparison 
between the three parts of the United Kingdom, in accordance with a plan submitted 
to the Statistics Committee now sitting in London for carrying out a suggestion thrown 
out by them on the subject. The division of offences into two classes — indictable 
offences not disposed of summarily, and offences disposed of summarily — has been 
abandoned, as.it is inapplicable in Scotland, where there are no Grand Juries, and 
consequently no indictments. 

In the following tables offences are divided into three classes : — 1. Those which are 
in England and Ireland punishable only after trial by jury and in Scotland are usually 
so punished. 2. Those which are punishable either after trial by jury or after summary 
conviction before justices or borough magistrates ; and 3. Offences punishable after 
summary conviction only. 

This division corresponds to the mode of trial in Scotland as well as in England and 
Ireland. It has the practical advantage of classing offences in the order of importance 
into : 1. More serious offences ; 2. Le35 serious offences ; and 3. Minor offences. 

In the following table the more serious offences in Ireland in 1878 are compared with 
proportionate figures for an equal population, calculated from the English Criminal 
Statistics for 1877, by dividing the English figures by 4 5, and from the Scotch Criminal 
Statistics for 1 8 77 by multiplying the Scotch figures by 1 -5. As the crime of attempting 
to commit suicide has always been included, the crime of committing suicide has been 
added, the figures being taken from those compiled by the JRegistrars-General of the 
three countries. 

In some cases, where the classification in one part of the United Kingdom has not 
hitherto been adopted in another, the want has been supplied by estimates. For 
instance, the English Police Statistics for 1879 will distinguish infanticide from other 
murders, as the English Statistics of Coroners’ Inquests have always done. As the 
Police Statistics for 1877 did not do so, the deficiency has been met by an estimate. 

In the Scotch figures it has been found necessary to supply by estimates the distinc- 
tion between infanticide and other murders, offences against the lives of infants other 
than infanticide, and attempts to commit suicide. 

The Scotch statistics have a very important classification of breach of duty, involving 
danger to human life. The want of this in the English and Irish statistics has been 
supplied by estimates. 

In the following Table, the more serious offences committed in Ireland in 1878 are 
compared with proportional English and Scotch figures for 1877, for an equal 
population. 
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CLASS I. — Offences Punishable after Trial by Jury. 





Irish. 


English. 


Scotch. 


Difference 

Irish 


between 


Difference 

Irish 


between 


Classes of More Serious Offences. 










figures. 




Offences 
in 1878. 


in 1877 

Population. 


Numbers 
in 1877 

for same 
Population. 


Irish. 


English. 


Irish. 


S.otch. 

Less. 


Irish numbers less than both English 
and Scotch. 

Total of more serious offences, . 


2,886 


4,189 


5,925 


1,339 




3,075 




Offences against property without violence, 


700 


1,774 


1,065 


1,074 




365 


_ 


Offences against property with violence, . 


4.58 


1,014 






- 




~ 




93 


291 






- 




— 


Attempts to commit suicide, . 


69 


195 


[108] 


126 


- 


39 




Forgery and offences against the currency, 


90 


157 






- 




~ 


Offences against moralitv, 


142 


200 






- 


139 


— 


Perjury, 


15 


33 


27 




“ 






Irish numbers less than Scotch, but 
greater than English. 

Other offences, 


158 


69 


437 


_ 


90 


279 


_ 


Irish numbers greater than both 
English and Scotch. 

Infanticide, ...... 


18 


[16] 


[15] 








3 


Attempts to murder or do bodily harm, 
other than infants under two years of 


205 


203 


104 




2 




101 


Murder, ...... 


23 


[15] 


113] 


- - 


8 


- 


10 


Manslaughter or culpable homicide, 


92 


53 


54 


- 




- 




Offences against the life of infants, other 
than infanticide, .... 


83 


37 


r 34] 


_ 


46 


_ 


49 


Intimidation, ...... 


157 


1 


10 


- 


156 


- 




Malicious offences against property, 


532 


SO 


226 






~ 




Offences where Irish and English numbers 
not classed, so as to compare with Scotch. 
Breach of duty, involving danger to 
human life, ..... 


[31] 


[51] 


51 










Offences where Irish, English, and Scotch 
figures not classed. 

Offences against the Queen’s authority 
and person, ..... 


_ 


- ' 


- 


- 


- 


_ 





The general result of this table is favourable to Ireland, as compared with both 
England and Scotland, the Irish number of more serious offences (2,8SG) being 1,339 
less than the English proportionate number (4,189), and 3,075 less than the Scotch 
proportionate number (5,925). 

The Scotch excess is caused by crimes against property, which show an aggregate 
excess of 3,082. Of this excess no less than 2,717 are in the serious class of crimes 
against property with violence. The Scotch excess above- the English- figure is 2,161. 
This seems to point to some characteristics in which Scotland differs from both Ireland 
and England. The distress of the past winter brought into prominence the peculiarity of 
the Scotch Poor Law, by which the Guardians or Parochial Board are prohibited from 
relieving the able-bodied, however serious their distress maybe. 

The next figure in which the Scotch come out unfavourably is in offences against 
morality, which are about double the number in Ireland, 281 as compared with 142. The 
Scotch figure largely exceeds the English one, which is only 200. This excess in Scotland 
has an important bearing on the Scotch law of marriage, which was some years since 
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More serious 
offences. 



A great excess in 
Scotch statistics 
of more serious 
crimes. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
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Chapter I. 
Statistics of Grime. 

Points in which 
Irish statistics of 
more serious 
crimes unfavour- 



Loss serious 
offences punish- 
able after oither 
trial by jury or 
summary convic- 
tion in Ireland, 
England, and 
Scotland 
compared. 



Unfavourable 
character of the 
Scotch figures of 
less serious 
•offences. 



condemned by a Royal Commission for inquiry into the marriage laws of the three 
countries. 

The points in which the Irish figures are unfavourable are offences against the lives 
of infants, other than infanticide— 83 as compared with the English proportional figure 
(37). This excess must, however, be taken in connection with the defective state of 
the Irish Bastardy Laws as compared with the English. While 929 persons were 
proceeded against for violation of the Bastardy Laws in an equal population in England 
and Wales, only 5 were proceeded against in Ireland. This arose from Irish women 
not having the same legal remedy against putative fathers of illegitimate children as in 
England, the Poor Law Guardians alone being allowed to sue, and all right of recovering 
support ceasing when the woman leaves the workhouse. There is an excess in the Irish 
number of manslaughters — 92, as compared with the English figure (53), and the 
Scotch number figure (54). 

The offence of intimidation, 157, compared with 1 in England and 10 in Scotland; 
the excess of malicious offences against property, 532 as compared with 80 in England 
and 226 in Scotland, indicate a defect of local jurisdiction to deal with the disputes of 
the poor, and a consequent temptation to take the redress of grievances into their own 
hands. 

In the following Table the less serious offences (that may be punished either after 
trial by jury, or after summary conviction), are compared with English and Scotch 
proportionate figures of persons charged or proceeded against, in the Statistics of 1877. 



Class II. Offences Punishable either after Trial by Jury or Summary Conviction. 



- 


Irish. 


English. 


Scotch. 


Difference' between 
Irish and 
English figures. 


Difforenc 

Irish 


between 










e • 


Classes of Less Serious Offences. 


Offences 
in 1878. 


Number 

in 1877 

for Bame 
Population. 


Number 
in 1877 
^for same 


T’ 


English. 


Irish. 


Scotch. 

Less. 


Irish numbers more than English, but less 
than Scotch. 
















Total of less serious offences, . 


58,489 


46,111 


123,822 


- 


12,378 


65,333 


- 


Common assault and breaches of the peace, 


38,331 


22,000 


98,145 


- 


16,331 


59,814 


- 


Irish numbers more than both English and 
Scotch. 

Malicious offences of a minor class, 

Minor offences against police authorities, . 
Offences against Fishery Laws, 

Assault and inflicting bodily harm, 

Kiot and mobbing, .... 


6,396 

4,101 

1,073 

805 

209- 


5,165 

3,096 

203 

112 

10 


4,709 

1,012 

156 

[112] 

49 




1,231 

1,005 

870 

693 

199 


[ 


1,687 

3,089 

917 

693 

160 


Irish numbers less than both English and 
Scotch. 
















Aggravated assaults on women and 
children, . . 

Offences against the Game Laws, . 
Theft and embezzlement, 


337 

1,162 

6,075 


597 

3,020 

11,908 


[588] 

1,241 

17,810 


260 

1,958 

5,833 


: 


251 

79 

11,735 





In these figures, as in those of more serious offences, the Scotch figures (123,822) are 
most unfavourable, being considerably in excess of the English and Irish added together 
(104,600). 

This unfavourable character arises from the great excess in common assaults and 
breaches of ihe peace (59,814), and of 11,735 in theft and embezzlement. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




19 



These crimes point to a weakness in the Scotch Police Force: While there are 12,54 G 
police in Ireland, with 6,670 in the same population in England, the Scotch proportionate 
number is only 5,034. 

The unfavourable features of more serious offences in Ireland are carried into the 
less serious, there being a marked excess of malicious offences of a minor character, 
6,396 as compared with 5,165 in England and 4,709 in Scotland, and 618 of assault and 
inflicting bodily harm as compared with 112 in England. 

In morals, on the other hand, Ireland comes out more favourably, the aggravated 
assaults on women and children being only 337 as compai'ed with 597 in England. In 
both assault and inflicting bodily harm and in aggravated assaults on women it has 
been necessary to supply the deficient classification of the Scotch statistics by estimates. 

In another point the English less serious offences show excess, that is, in offences 
against the Game Laws, 3,020 as compared with 1,241 in Scotland and 1,162 in Ireland. 

In the following table the minor offences punishable by summary conviction only are 
compared with corresponding English and Scotch figures of persons charged or proceeded 
against : — 

Class III. — Offences Punishable by Summary Conviction only. 





Irish. 


English. 


Scotch. 


Diffcrenc 

Irish 


between 


Differonc 

Irish 


between 


Classes of Minor Offences. 




Proportional 
Number 
in 1877 

Population. 






Igures. 




Offences 
in 1878. 


Number 
in 1877 
for same 
Population. 


Irish. 


English. 

Less. 


Irish. 

Less. 


Scotch. 

Less. 


Irish numbers more than both English 
and Scotch. 

Total of minor offences, .... 


212,903 


101,640 


85,709 




111,263 




127,194 




107,723 


44,485 


43,340 


_ 


63,238 


_ 


64,383 


Road and way offences, .... 


38,995 


6,857 


2,623 


- 


32,138 


- 


36,372 




26,199 


4,115 


8,860 


- 


22,084 


- 




Weights and Measures Acts, . 


3,046 


884 


321 


- 


2,162 


- 


2,725 


Offences connected with laws for regu- 
lating trade in intoxicating liquors, 


5,751 


3,681 


1,920 


_ 


2,070 


_ 


3,831 


Offences against Mutiny Acts, coming 
under cognizance of justices or borough 
magistrates, . 


1,480 


1,406 


229 


- 


74 


- 


1,251 


Irish numbers less than both English 
and Scotch. 

Violations or contraventions of Acts of 
Parliament, specified in England and 
Ireland, as in Table IV., but not speci- 
fied in Scotland, .... 


25,639 


34,181 


26,001 


8,542 




362 




Irish numbers less than English, but 
more than Scotch. 


1,413 


2,492 


1,322 


1,079 






91 


Against Revenue Laws other than ob- 
structing Revenue Officers, 


836 


1,648 


306 


812 


_ 


_ 


530 


Cruelty to animals, .... 


1,821 


1,891 


787 


70 









In this table the Irish figures come out very unfavourably, the number, 212,903, 
being more than the English (101,640) and Scotch (85,709) figures added together — 
187,349. 

This great excess rests on three figures. Punishable drunkenness was 63,238 in 
excess of the English figure ; road and way offences, 32,138 ; and unclassed offences, 
22,084. I 

With a view to check the temptation to punishable drunkenness, Parliament, in the 
session of 1878, extended to the greater part of Breland the Scotch law as to Sunday- 
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the Irish figures 
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serious offences 
are unfavourable. 



Minor offences in 
Ireland, England, 
and Scotland com- 
pared. 



Unfavourable 
character of Irish 
statistics of 
minor offences. 
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closing. Though the Act was in operation, for only the last three months of the year 
1878, the number of offences of punishable drunkenness was reduced from 110,000 in 
1877 to 107,000 in 1878. If the reduction arose from the operation of the Sunday- 
closing Act, and the falling off occurred in three months, this would represent a 
falling off in the entire year of 12,000— a very substantial reduction even on the 
large number of 110,000. 

The English statistics of minor offences take notice of a number of offences against 
special statutes, such as the Compulsory Education Act, Mercantile Marine Laws, the 
Factory Acts, and Chimney Sweepers’ Acts. These statistics are very valuable as 
indicating the working of important recent reforms. Ihe Scotch statistics group all 
these into one class of Contraventions of Acts of Parliament. It would, however, be 
most valuable to have a classification, as in the English and Irish statistics. 

In the following, table the total of the contraventions or violations of Acts of 
Parliament, which are unclassed in Scotland, are compared with the English and Irish 
totals, whilst the Irish figures in detail are compared with English proportionate numbers 
compiled from the English Statistics for 1877. 



Class IV. Violation's or Contraventions of Acts of Parliament, Specified in Ireland and 

England, but not in Scotland. 





Irish. 


English. 


Scotch. 


Difference between 
Irish and English 


Differenc 
Irish a 
ligu 


between 

Scotch 








figures. 


e " 


Classes of Minor Offences. 


Offences 
committed iu 
1U7B. 


Number 

in 1!!77 

for same 
Population. 


Number 
in 11177 
for samo 
Population. 


Irish. English. 

Less. Leas. 


Irish. 


Scotch. 


Irish numbers less than both English and 














Scotch. 














Total violations of Acts other than those 














• in Table III., 


25,639 


34,0S1 


26,001 


8,448 


362 




Irish numbers less than English. 














Compulsory education — under Elementary 














. education, ... ... 


- 




- 




- 


- 


Vagrant Acts other than begging, . 


3,017 


6,408 


- 




- 


- 


Poor Law Acts, ..... 


782 


2,432 


- 


1,650 


- 


- 


Bastardy Laws, violation of, . 


5 


929 


- 


924 - . 


- 


- 


Mercantile Marine Laws, 


138 


571 


- 




- 


- ■ 


Vaccination Acts, ..... 


- 


410 


- 


410 


- 


- 




3,823 


4,048 


- 


225 


- 


- 


Factory Acts, 


15 


174 


- 


159 


- 


- 


Pawnbrokers' Acts 






- 




- 


- 


Prevention of Crime Act, 1871, 


33 


61 




28 


- 


- 


Irish numbers greater than English. 














Chimney Sweepers’ Acts, 


37 


8 


- 


29 


_ 


- 


Lady Day Act, 






- 




- 


- 


Local Acts and Borough Bye-laws, . 


10,727 


10,097 


- 


- 630 


- 


- 


Laws relating to Public Health, 


6,719 


3,365 




3,354 


- 


“ 



The Irish total figure is below both the English and the Scotch. This, however, 
arises chiefly from the compulsory education principle not having been yet extended to 
Ireland, whilst there were 5,190 prosecutions in England in a similar population. Then 
the Vagrant Law, the Poor Law, and the Bastardy Law are all different. 



The value of this table is therefore not so much an indication of the character and 



conduct of the people as indicating the want of a Minor Offences’ Code for the United 
Kingdom, carrying out to all our criminal the principles of perfect assimilation so largely 
adopted in the Criminal Code Bill and the recommendations of the Criminal Code 
Commission. 
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The distribution of crime in counties and districts is shown in the following tables, 
one having relation to indictable offences not disposed of summarily, and the other 
(p. 23) relating to offences disposed of summarily. 

In this table the districts in which there was an increase of crime are separated from 
those in which there was a decrease, and the counties are classed according to the 
proportion of crime in each 10,000 of the population. 

Table of Indictable Offences not determined Summarily. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter I. 
Statistics of Crime. 

Distribution of 
Crime in Counties 
and Districts. 









Number i 


every 10,000 of Popu 


alien. 


Counties, Counties of Cities, with Dublin and Belfast 
Police Districts. 


Population 
in 1871 


of Indictable 
Offences 
not determined 
Summarily 




1877. 


Number in every 
10,000 population 


1,000. 




Increase 


Decrease 












1878. 


1878. 


Total of Ireland, 


5,412,000 


6,959 


12-8 


11-7 


1-1 


- 


Districts showing an Increase. 














Total above 8 times average of 12'8 in 10,000 popu- 














lation : — 














Dublin Metropolitan Police District, 


337,000 


3,512 


104-2 


97-7 


6-5 


- 


Above average (12-8): 

Kildare, 


84,000 


164 


19-5 


14-2 


5-3 




Below average and above half average (6'4) : 

Dublin (outside Metropolitan Police District), 


68,000 


82 


120 


7-2 


4-8 




Westmeath 


78,000 


92 


11-8 


9-5 


23 


_ 


King’s Countv, ..... 


76,000 


84 


11-0 


6-8 


4-2 


_ 


Kilkenny (including City), . 


109,000 


105 


9-6 


6-1 


3-5 


_ 


Waterford (County of City), . . 


23,000 


20 


8-7 


5-6 


3-1 


_ 


Belfast (Town of), 


174,000 


151 


8-7 


6-4 


2-3 


_ 


Cavan, ... 


141,000 


116 


8-3 


5-8 


2-5 


_ 


Wicklow, 


79,000 


65 


8-2 


7-2 


1-0 






115,000 


92 


8-0 


6-4 


1-6 


_ 


Galway, ....... 


229,000 


172 


7-5 


4-9 


2-6 


_ 


Roscommon, ...... 


141,000 


100 


7-1 


4-8 


2-3 


_ 


Wexford, 


133,000 


93 


7-0 


4-2 


2-8 




Meath, 


96,000 


65 


6-9 


5-4 


1-5 




Longford, .....•■ 


64,000 


44 


6-9 


61 


0-8 




Cork, East Riding, 


265,000 


184 


6-9 


4-8 


2-1 




Waterford, 


100,000 


66 


6-6 


4-8 


1-8 


- 


Below half average (6 - 4) : 














Tyrone 


' 216,000 




6-3 


4-8 


1-5 


- 


Leitrim, . . . 


96,000 




6-1 


5-0 


1-1 


_ 


Queen’s County, ...... 


80,000 


49 


6-1 


5-5 


0-6 


_ 


Cork, West Riding, 


. 173,000 


104 


6-0 


4-2 


1-8 


- 




52,000 


30 


5-8 


4-1 


1-2 


_ 


■ Armagh, ....... 


179,000 


103 


5-8 


5-0 


0-8 


_ 


Donegal, ....... 


218,000 


89 


4-1 


2-7 


1-4 


_ 


Antrim, . . . . . 


236,000 


78 


3-3 


2-8 


o-;» 


_ 


Down, ........ 


277,000 


88 


3-2 


2-6 


0-6 




Districts showing no change. 
Above average (12-8) : 














Limerick (County of City), . . 


39,000 


51 


13-1 


13-1 


- 


- 


Below one-fourth average (3'2) : 














Carrickfergus (County of Town), . 


9,000 


1 


1-1 


1-1 


- 




Districts showing a Decrease. 
Above average (12-8) : 














Cork (County of City), 


79,000 


116 


14-5 


16-8 




2:3 


Below average (12-8) and above half average (6 - 4) : 
Drogheda (County of Town), 


13,000 


16 


12-3 


20-8 




8-5 


Galway (County of Town), ..... 


20,000 


22 




25-0 


- 


14-0 


Tipperary, South Ridiug, .... 


123,000 






9-2 


_ 


IT 


Limerick, ....... 


153,000 






8-9 


_ 


1-2 


Tipperary, North Riding, 


94,000 


64 


6-8 


8-2 


- 


1-4 


















197,000 


112 


5-7 


6-7 


_ 


1-0 




115,000 


63 


5-5 


5-9 


_ 


0-4 


Londonderry, 


174,000 


92 


5-3 


68 


- 


1.5 




246,000 






7-1 


- 


2-1 




93,000 


42 


4-5 


55 


- 


10 




148,000 






5-4 


_ 


1-1 




70,000 


29 


4-1 


50 


" 


0-9 



D 
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Distribution of 
Crime in Counties 
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Distribution of in 
Dublin Metropo- 
litan Police 
District. 



The most marked feature disclosed by this table is one that has been particularly noticed 
in the past five years, viz., the extent to which crime is concentrated in towns in Ireland. 

Thus whilst the average of all Ireland of indictable offences not disposed of summarily 
less than 13 in each 10,000 of the population, the crime in the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police district reached 104 in the 10,000 of population, or eight times as much; and it 
gives a more definite conception of the matter to notice that of the6,659indictable offences 
not disposed of summarily in Ireland, 3,512 or more than half, occurred in the Dublin 
MetropolitanPolice district, which contains only one-sixteenth of the population oi Ireland. 

That this is only part of a general law, of which Dublin is an extreme case, is shown 



Number of Crimes in each 10,000 of Population 




Districts. 


1 


Excess in Urban District. 


Excess in Rural District. 


In Urban 
District. 


Adjoining 

County. 


In Number of 
Crimes per 10,000 
of Population. 


Per cent. 


In Number of 
Crimes per 10,000 
of Population. 




Dublin Metropolis, . 
Drogheda, 

Belfast, . 

Cork City, 

Limerick City, . 
Galway Town, . 
Waterford City, 


104-2 

12- 3 
8-7 
14-5 

13- 1 
11-0 

8-7 


120 

4-1 

3-3 

6- 9 

7- 7 
7-5 
6-6 


92-2 

8:2 

5-4 

7-6 

5-4 

3-5 

2-1 


88 

66 

62 

52 

41 

32 

24 


1 ' i , 


Mill! 


It appears from this table that the excess of crime in urba 
■with the adjoining county, is, in the case of Dublin, 88 per cent 
cent. ; in Belfast, 62 per cent. ; in Cork. 52 per cent. ; in Lime 
Galway, 32 per cent. ; and in "Waterford, 24 per cent. 

Proportion of Indictable Offences not determined Summarily in Divisions 
Police District and in all Ireland compared. 


districts, 

; in Drogh 
rick, 41 pc 

of Dublin Mi 


s compared 
eda, 68 per 
r cent. ; in 

tropolitan 


— 


Number of Crimes 
per 10,000 of 
Population. 


Excess above 
average 


Excess below 


Excess above 



Dublin Metropolitan, Police District : — 

Division 0, North-east City, • • • 

D, North-west City and Rural, Glas- 
nevin to Castleknock, 

„ A, South-west City, . • 

Average, wliolo Metropolitan District, . 

„ ° B, South-east City, 

„ E, South City and Rural, Crumlin to 
Sandymount, 

„ F, Kingstown, Blackrock, and Rural, 
Merrion Old Church to Mount 
Malpas, Killiney, 

Ireland, outside Metropolitan District : — 

Kildare, • 

Cork City, • • • • ' • 

Average of all Ireland outsido Metropolitan 
District, • 

Down, 4 

Carrickforgus Town, . 



158-8 

121-4 

107-1 

104-2 

88-9 

77-0 



54-6 . 
17-2 



18-4 

13-4 



It appears from this table that the difference in the number of crimes committed per 
10,000 population from l’l in Carrickfergus, where the number was least, and 19'5 
in Kildare, where the proportion was greatest outside Dublin, is only 18'4 per 10,000. 
The difference, however, between the different divisions in Dublin reaches 113-9 per 
10,000 ; the crimes in Kingstown, Blackrock, and a large rural district, being only **•» 
per 10,000, while the crimes in the north-east city rise to 158-8 per 10,000 population. 

So that the great problem indicated by the statistics of Irish crime in 1878, as by those 
of the five preceding years, is how to deal with -town crime, especially in the most 
criminal divisions of large cities. 
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Distribution op Offences determined Summarily. 



Persons proceeded against for Offences determined Population 
Summarily in 1877, compared with Population in ' ' 

Counties and other Districts with Distinct 
Criminal Jurisdiction. 



Total of Ireland, . . . 

Districts showing an increase in 1878. 

Total above three times average of offenders (1,488) 
in 10,000 population : — 

Dublin Metropolitan Police District, . 

Above double average (992) : — 

Waterford (County of City), . 

Belfast Town, .... 

Above average (496) 

Drogheda (County of Town), . 

Tipperary, South Riding, 

Kerry, . . . . . 

Below average (496) : — 

Wicklow, ... 

Limerick, . . . . . 

Kilkenny (including City), . 

Galway, . 

Tipperary, North Riding, 

Tyrone, 

Districts showing a decrease in 1878. 

Total above double average (992) : — 

Cork (County of City), 

Above average (496) : — 

Galway (County of Town), 

Limerick (County of City), 

Kildare, 

Below average (496) 

Westmeath, . 

King’s County, 

Meath, 

Queen’s County, 

Dublin (outside Metropolitan 
Longford, 

Clare, 

Cavan, 

Cork, East Riding, 

Roscommon, . 

Londonderry, . 

Louth, 

Cork, West Riding, 

Sligo, 

Leitrim, 

Monaghan, 

Carlow, 

Waterford, 

Wexford, 

Antrim, 

Carrickfergus (County 
Fermanagh, . 

Down, 

Armagh, 

Donegal, 



District), 



23.000 

174.000 

13.000 

123.000 

197.000 

79.000 

153.000 

109.000 

229.000 

94.000 

216.000 



20,000 

39.000 

84.000 

78.000 

76.000 

96.000 

80.000 

68,000 

64.000 

148.000 

141.000 

265.000 

141.000 

174.000 

70.000 

173.000 

115.000 

96.000 

115.000 

52.000 

100.000 

133.000 

236.000 
9,000 

93.000 

277.000 

246.000 

179.000 

218.000 



eeued against 
in 1878 for 
Offences 
disposed of 



10,542 

3,826 

7,317 

5,103 

9,573 

3,864 

S,039 



1,869 

2,596 

5,216 



3.777 
3,547 
4,346 
3,537 
2,999 

2.777 
6,435 
5,632 

10,367 

5,488 

6,650 

2,616 

6,448 

4,022 

3,480 

3,863 

1.706 
3,185 
4,090 
6,734 

257 

2,586 

7,672 

6,442 

4,934 

5.706 



1,552 

1,102 

1,100 

851 

580 

538 



1,321 

1,075 



27 

245 



1,179 

1,008 



Chapter I. 
Statistics of Crime. 

Distribution of 
Crime in Counties 
and Districts. 
Distribution of 
Offences deter- 
_ mined summarily, 
in Counties and 
Districts. 



48 

75 

23 



107 

31 



This table, like the preceding one, shows an excess of town crime. 



Amongst the districts that show an increase of offences disposed of summarily in 
1878 four town districts are at the head of the table — Dublin, Waterford, Belfast, and 
Drogheda; Dublin being 1,552, or three times above average (496), Waterford being 
1 102, and Belfast 1,100, both more than double the average. Then the increases of 

D 2 
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• in towns and 
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compared. 



ltelativo Crimi- 
nality of different 
divisions of the _ 
Dublin Metropoli- 
tan Police district; 



Number of persons 
apprehended for 
indictable offences. 



245 in the 10,000 population in Belfast, 231 in Dublin, and 226 in Drogheda are very 
great increases, the increase in all Ireland being only 4, 

In the districts that show a decrease, three town districts stand at the highest figures 

Cork, at 1,150 in the 10,000 population, or above double average.; Galway at 934, 

and Limerick at 686, all above the proportion of any county at large in Ireland. 



The degree of preponderance is shown by the comparison of the offences disposed of 
summarily, compared with each 10,000 of population, in the several town districts and 
in the adjoining counties : — 



Proportion 



Districts. 



Waterford City, 
Belfast, . 

Dublin Metropolis, 
Cork City, 
Drogheda, 

Galway Town, 
Limerick City, 



Persons Proceeded against in each 10,000 op Population. 



In Url>an District. 


Adjoining County. 


Excess in 
Urban District. 


1,102 


318 


884 . 


1,100 


- 285 


815 


1,552 


441 


1,112 


1,150 


391 


759 


851 


374 


477 


934 


413 


521 


666 


478 


188 



80 

74 

72 

67 

57 

55 

28 



It appears from this table that the offences determined summarily were in Waterford 
City (which shows the greatest proportionate excess above the adjoining county), 
1,102 in each 10,000 of the population, and in the adjoining county only 318, or 80 
per cent. less. In Limerick (which shows the least excess), the offences were 666 in 
each 10,000 of the population, being 188, or 28 per cent., above the number in the 
adjoining county. 

The prevalence of offences disposed of summarily in the poorer and more crowded 
parts of the Dublin Metropolitan Police district, is no less marked than the contrast 
between the entire metropolis and the adjoining county. This has, however, been 
sufficiently indicated by the table as to indictable offences not -disposed of summarily. 

The Irish Police Tables following the English show in the case of indictable offences 
not proceeded against summarily, only the number of crimes committed, and number 
of persons apprehended. They do not distinguish as the Scotch statistics do, as well 
in cases punished after trial by jury, as in cases disposed of summarily, the offences 
for which no one was apprehended within the year. 

In the case of the Irish and English statistics of offences disposed of summarily, it is 
the number of persons proceeded against which is alone taken note of, and there is no 
account of offences of this class committed or charged where no one is proceeded 
against. 

In Ireland for 6,959 indictable offences, not disposed of summarily, 4,888 persons 
were apprehended, or 70 per cent. In England and Wales, in 1876-7, the proportion 
was only 46 per cent. ; the highest proportion reached in England for some years was 
in 1863, when it was 58 per cent. The Irish proportion since that year has always been 
considerably higher. 



This remarkable difference is to be borne in mind in connexion with the proposal 
made in the present Session, to extend the Irish and Scotch system of public prosecu- 
tion in a modified form to England. This proposal may be taken as an admission that 
the plan of trusting so largely to private prosecutions on the system which has hitherto 
prevailed in England, was calculated to produce the small proportion of apprehensions 
to crimes committed, which the English figures show. 
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With respect to persons proceeded against, the statistics supply the following informa- PAnT !• 
tion : — The total number was 273,447, namely — 4,888 for indictable offences not dis- SiItistics 

posed of summarily ; and 268,559 for offences disposed of summarily. 

The character of the persons proceeded against is shown in the following table, in Statistics of Crime. 
which the English proportion of each class to the whole number is added for charactoTof 
comparison : — persons proceeded 

against. 





Ireland 


in 1878. 


England and 
Wales in 1877. 






COMPARED WITH SIMILAR 

Statistics por England and Wales in 1877. 


Total. 


Proportion 

class to the 
Total 
Number. 


Proportion 
of each 
class to the 
Total 
Number. 


English 
Proportion 
higher than 
Irish. 


Irish 

Proportion 
higher than 
English. 


Total number proceeded against, . 


273,447 


Percent. 


Per cent. 
100- 


Per cent. 




Deduct persons whose character is unknown, 


57,477 


21* 


32-G 


11-6 


- 


Total number whose character is known, . 


215,970 


100- 


100- | 


- 


- 


Previous good Character, .... 


191,598 


88-6 


66-8 1 




21-8 


Prostitutes, .• , 


7,298 


3-4 


5-1 


1-7 


_ 


Suspicious Characters, .... 


7,148 


3-3 


9-8 


6-5 


_ 


Vagrants, Tramps, and others without any visible 
means of subsistence, .... 


4,332 


2-0 


4-9 


2-9 


■. - 


Habitual Drunkards (not under other heads), 


4,033 


1-9 


9-7 


7-8 


- 


Known Thieves, ..... 


1,561 


0-8 


i 3-7 


2'9 





It appears from this summary , that in Ireland 21 • per cent, of the persons proceeded 
against were of character unknown to the Police, whilst in England and Wales 32' 6 per 
cent, of those proceeded against were of that class. This arises in part from the much 
higher number of Police in proportion to the population in Ireland than in England and 
Wales, already noticed, and in part from the greater number of foreigners and the 
greater aggregation of the people in cities and towns in England than in Ireland. 

In Ireland 88 '6 percent, of those proceeded against whose characters were ascertained, 
were of previous good character ; while in England and Wales only 6 6 "8 per cent, were 
of this class. 

The most remarkable figures, as indicating the result of the system of a public 
prosecutor and large police force in suppressing crime in Ireland, is that the proportion 
of known thieves (0 - 8) is only one-fifth the proportion proceeded against in England and 
Wales, 3 7. 

In connexion with the statistics of habitual drunkards, which has become of so Habitual 
much importance, owing to the commencement made in the present Session of legisla- 
tion for restraining this class, greater precision has been introduced into the statistics — 
a return, which has the effect of defining what shall, for the purpose of the statistics, 
be taken as constituting the character of an habitual drunkard, viz., three convictions 
within twelve months. 

The most important result of the habitual drunkenness return is the light it throws 
upon the causes of town crime, which has been noticed as excessive. Taking the seven 
town jurisdictions outside Dublin, of Belfast, Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Galway, 
Drogheda, and Carrickfergus, with an aggregate population of 357,000, the habitual 
drunkards were 1,071, or 30 per 10,000 population; in the rest of Ireland, outside the 
Metropolitan district,, with a population of 4,718,000, the number were only 2,647, or 
6 in the 10,000. In the Dublin Metropolitan Police District, with a population of 
337,000, the number was 350, or 14 per 10,000 population. 
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CHAPTER II. — MODES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME. 

As a basis of any comparison of statistics on this subject, it is necessary to bear m 
mind the leading differences between the arrangements in Ireland, England, an 
Scotland. . . 

There is now a Police force throughout the United Kingdom. In Scotland, it is 
entirely under local authorities, and small in numbers. In England it is under loca 
authority, except in the Metropolitan Police district. In Ireland the Police force is very 
numerous, and none of it is under local - authority. 

In Scotland, the Sheriffs are permanent officers, having, besides their civil executive 

or ministerial functions, a large amount of criminal jurisdiction m all parts of Scotland, 

resembling that of Police Magistrates in certain towns m England In Ireland there is 
a large staff of Stipendiary Magistrates discharging duties resembling those of Enghs 
Police Magistrates, and Scotch Sheriffs in all parts of Ireland. 

In Ireland, the Police, being a centralized force, act as public prosecutors in a large 
number of minor offences, and in the commencement of the greater number of senous 
prosecutions. 

In Scotland, the initiation of all serious prosecutions rests with the local Crown 
Solicitor a resident officer (called Procurator-Fiscal), acting under the directions of 
the State prosecutor, the chief law officer (called Lord- Advocate) , and corresponding 
to the Attorney-General in Ireland and in England. 

In Ireland, except in the County and City of Dublin, there are two Crown Solicitors, 
one for the Quarter Sessions’ eases, and one for the more serious cases at the Assizes, 
and it is the Sessional Crown Solicitor who is alone required to he resident, except in 
some recent appointments. 

The machinery for public prosecution is, therefore, much more completely organized 
in Scotland than in Ireland. In Scotland the same local public officer has charge of a 
case from its very first initiation till its close, and he is not embarrassed or delayed by 
any duplicate proceedings. In Ireland, a case is taken up first by the police and the 
solicitor who is to have charge of it at the trial is not brought m till a later stage. 

In Scotland the system is so perfect, and the public have such confidence m it 
that the local Crown Solicitor’s examination of the cause of death, m all sudden or 
suspicion eases, which he always makes, is deemed sufficient, and there are no Coroners 

111 Irflreland, notwithstanding the centralized Police, the Stipendiary Magistrates and 
Crown Solicitors, and system of State prosecution, Coroners inquests are still retained 
on the English analogy, where they have a real function to discharge m checking the 
possible compromising of crime by the private prosecutor. 

The double inquiry before the Coroner and the Magistrate has been found such 
an impediment to prosecutions, and such an unnecessary expense, that whenever the 
accused is arrested the practice is now for the Police to refuse to produce him before the 
Coroner's inquest, and the Coroner’s jury are asked to limit their finding to the medical 
cause of death. 

Should the accused not be arrested till after the Coroner’s inquest, the double mquiry 
cannot be avoided. 

The perfection of the Scotch system of the public prosecutor taking charge of all 
prosecutions for jury trial is that bills of indictment, and the services of Grand Juries, 
another English institution for protecting against the abuse of private prosecutions, is 
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entirely dispensed with, except in the rare case of trials for high treason, when the 
Grand J ury is interposed as a check, not on the private, but on the State prosecutor. 

The Scotch system in dispensing with Coroners’ J uries and Grand J uries effects a great 
saving in the time and number of attendances of jurors, and in the time and expense of 
witnesses. 

In Ireland and Scotland the juries are selected to serve" in a fixed rotation, without 
any possibility of interference by the Sheriff, who is a permanent officer in Scotland, 
though an annual officer in Ireland, as in England. 

In Scotland provision is made that one-third of each jury shall consist of special jurors, 
and two-thirds of common jurors. In Ireland jurors are selected from a general jurors’ 
book, containing both common and special jurors, but there is no provision for any pro- 
portion consisting of special jurors. 

As the merits of the Scotch criminal procedure rests mainly on the complete develop- 
ment of the system of public prosecution, and that system has been to a very large extent 
adopted in Ireland, and is proposed to be extended to England, a basis is thus laid for 
a complete assimilation of the criminal law of the whole United Kingdom. The inclusion 
of Ireland in the Criminal Code Bill, though at first .omitted, and the comparison which 
has been in the earlier tables of Irish, English and Scotch offences, and what has 
been just stated as to comparative criminal procedure, indicate how easily a complete 
assimilation might be effected. 

Besides these parts of criminal procedure which are common to those of England or 1 
Scotland, or both, it is necessary to notice some arrangements peculiar to Ireland. 

Notwithstanding the adoption in Ireland of the plan of public prosecution on the 
Scotch model, the Irish system has a most remarkable element of incompleteness.. 
Very important cases are, notwithstanding, left to private prosecutors, such as prosecutions 
under the Bankruptcy Act, for fraudulent bankruptcies, with the difficulty of deficient 
assets to pay the costs, if not allowed out of local rates, and the imputation of 
vindictiveness against creditors who may press for prosecution. Extensive frauds are 
also left , to private prosecutors, whilst singularly enough it was the success of the 
Scotch system in the prompt and effective prosecutions of the Directors of the City of 
Glasgow Bank that has led to the proposal to extend the system in England. 

Another arrangement peculiar to Ireland is proclamation of the districts under the 
Peace Preservation Act of 1856, which makes it obligatory to have licence to carry 
arms, and the provisions of which are incorporated in the First Part of the Peace 
Preservation Act, 1870, and a return is given showing the dates of the proclamations 
in eacb district. The proclamation was revoked from the Barony of Loughinsholin in 
the county of Londonderry, but was extended to the Barony of Kilmacrenan in the 
county of Donegal. 

The proclamations apply to 7 out of 8 counties of cities or towns, Carrickfergus 
only being exempt. They apply to Belfast, Londonderry, and Dundalk — the two former 
owing to the party riots there. Outside these towns it applied to only 15 out of the 
32 counties of Ireland. 

Of the 4,848 persons apprehended for offences punishable after indictment and trial 
by jury, 1,562 were discharged, 219 were bailed for further examination or committed 
for want of sureties, and 3,107 were committed or bailed for trial, giving the proportions 
of 33 per cent., 4 per cent., and 63 per cent, respectively. The corresponding English 
proportions were 30 per cent., 8 per cent., and 62 per cent. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
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Procedure. 

Disposal of Bills of 
Indictment by 
Grand Jury in 
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scries of years. 
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Further Judicial 
proceeding. 
Summary 
Jurisdiction. 



The result of proceedings before Grand Juries in criminal cases (peculiar to England 
and Ireland, and wanting in Scotland, except in cases of treason, as already noticed), is 



compared with the English figures in the following table 


English Proportional 

Figures, 1877. 


Ireland, 1878. 


No bill found by Grand Jury, . . 314 


143 


No prosecution, . • • 


7 


Bailed and not tried, . • • 





Total, • • .985 


150 



These figures indicate the function discharged by Grand Junes in stopping preventions, 
to the extent of 7 per cent, of the persons for trial (4,183). In England and Wales the 
number of persons against whom no hills were found was 4 per cent, of the proper- 
tional number. 



Of the 3,198 persons tried by jury 13 were found or acquitted as insane, 892 were 
acquitted (not on the ground of insanity), and 2,293 were convicted, giving the 
proportions of 0-4 per cent., -27'9 per cent., and W per cent, respectively. The cor- 
responding English proportions are 0'4 found or acquitted as insane, 21'4 acquitted (no 
on ground of insanity), and 79 "2 convicted. 

With regard to persons tried by jury at Assises, Dublin Commission Court, and 
Quarter Sessions, the following table sets forth the numbers for a series of years, and 
shows also the results 1 of the trial : - 





: T 


Convicted, 




Proportion of those Tried 


Year. 


Tried. 


detained 

Insane. 


Acquitted. | 


Convicted, or | 
os Insane. | 


Acquitted. 


1869, 

1870, 

1871, 

1872, 

1873, . 

1874, 

1875, 

1876, 

1877, 

1878, 


3,329 

3,966 

3,582 

3,588 

3,656 

3,438 

3,524 

3,475 

3,191 

3,198 


2,469 ' 
3,061 
2,574 
2,592 
2,562 
2,382 
2,500 
. 2,357 
2,311 
2,306 


860 
902 | 
1,008 1 
996 
1,094 
1,056 
1,024 
1,118 
880 
892 


74-2 

71- 9 1 

72- 2 

70- 0 
69-3 

71- 9 
67'9 

72- 4 
72-1 


25-8 

22-8 

28-1 

27-8 

30-0 

30-7 

29-0 

32-2 

27-6 

27-9 



In France the proportion of acquittals has been made the subject of considerable 
research In crimes against public order they amount to 42 per cent. In frauds the 
proportion is 23 per cent., in crimes against the person 22 , in offences against morals, 
21 per cent., and in robbery, principally by old offenders, the proportion falls to 15 per 
cent As offences avainst public order and against the person preponderate in Ireland, 
and robberies in England, this French analysis throws some light on the different 
proportions of acquittals in the two countries. The French proportion in all cases in 
1876 was 21 per cent. The French statistics further analyse the effect of different 
circumstances on the verdict of juries. As to sex, 19 per cent, of men were acquitted, 
and 30 per cent, of women. As to instruction, of the completely illiterate, 19 per 
cent, were acquitted; of those who knew how to read and write, 21 per cent. ; and of 
superior instruction 26 per cent. 



Of the 2(38,559 persons proceeded against summarily in Ireland in 1878, 42,030 were 
discharged, and 226,529 convicted, giving the proportions of 16 per cent, and 84 per 
cent, respectively. The corresponding English proportions in 1877 were 20 .per gent, 
and 80 per cent. 
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In the following table the sentences after trial by jury in Ireland in 1878 are com- 
pared with the English and Scotch sentences in 1S77 and the French in 1876 in an equal 
population : — 



Sentences. 


Ireland, 

1878. 


In portion of 
Population 
in England and 
Wales 

equal to Ireland, 
1877. 


Scotch j 

proportionate 

figure for 1877. 


In portion of 
Population 

equal to Ireland, 
1876. 














Death, . 


2 


8 




- 


3 


Penal Servitude : — 

For life, . , 

Above 10 years, . . .... 

For 10 and above 6 years. .... 
For 6 years and 5 years, .... 


7?i™ 

83 J 


^ 1 364 

} 340 j 


'el 

' 153 | 
39 J 


J- 198 


20 1 

264* j 284 


Imprisonment : — 

Above 1 year, . . ... 

For 1 year and above 6 months, 

For 6 months and under, . . . . : 


87 1 

347 ( 1,518 
1,084 ) 


266 ) 

677 V 2,17 6 
1,233 ) 


241 ) 
491 
1,974 J 


► 2,706 


220 


Whipping, fined, or discharged, . . . . 


520 


65 




55 


- 


Sentence respited and Pardon, . . 


83 


- 




36 


- 


Totals, . . . . . 1 


2,293' | 


2,654 




3,013 


- 


Sent to Reformatory or Industrial Schools, 


12 ! 


41 




18 


4 



It thus appears that 2,293 persons were punished for serious offences in 1878; this 
number differs from the total number (2,306) convicted or detained as insane, as on 
preceding page by the number (13) who were detained as insane. The 12 sent to 
reformatory or industrial schools are classified in the table according to the gaol 
punishments, and then appended separately as of importance in connexion with the 
reformatory system for juvenile criminals. 

In England and Wales a different method of classification is pursued. Those sent to 
reformatories are not included in the detail classification for the preliminary sentence 
which they receive. The total, 2,654, includes the proportionate number of 41 sent to 
Reformatories as a distinct class. 

It appears from the above table that the number punished for serious offences in 
Ireland is less than 2,300, the number in 1877, and also less than the English proportion 
(2)654), and the Scotch proportional number (3,013) for the same year, 1877. 

The excess in the English average is in the heavier classes of punishment. Thus, the 
number sentenced to imprisonment above 1 year was only 87 in Ireland, while the 
French number was 220, the Scotch 241, and the English 266. 

In penal servitude, the Irish number (170) is below the Scotch number (198), and 
the French -figure (284) sentenced to forced labour or reclusion and less than half the 
English number (364). 

There were no sentences of death in Scotland in 1877 ; the Irish figure for 1878_was 2 ; 
the French for 1876 was 3 ; and the English for 1877 was 8. 

The punishments for offences determined summarily in Ireland in 1878, are com- 
pared with those in England and Wales in 1877 in the following table : — 



* Forced labour, not perpetual, and reclusion. 



[Table. 

E 
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Part 1. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter II. 
Procedure. 

Sentences after 
summary convic- 
tion in Ireland 
and iu England. 



Table. 



Persons proceeded against summarily in 

COMPARED WITH THOSE IN ENGLAND AND 


Ireland 


n 1878, 
1877. 


Ireland, 1878. 


Number in a 
portion of the 
Population of 
England and 
Wales equal to 
that of 

Ireland, 1877. 


English 

F^umlmthan 


Irish 

Figure less than 
English 
Proportionate 
1'igure. 








226,529 


115,519 


111,010 


- 


Unclassed sentences, 






17,160 

209,369 


7^398 

108,121 


9,762 

101,248 


- 






Total, 


187,603 


84,977 


102,626 




Fined, 

To find sureties or recognizances, 
Delivered to Army or Navy, 
Whipped, . 






183,328 

3,520 

751 

4 


79,567 

4,276 

838 

296 


103,761 


756 

87 

292 




Total, 


• 21,766 


23,144 


- 


1,378 


To Gaol, 14 days and under, 

„ 1 month and above 14 days, 

„ 2 months and above 1, 

„ 3 months and above 2, 

To Industrial Schools, 

To Gaol, 6 months and above 3, 

To Reformatory Saliools, . 

To Gaol, above 6 months, . ' 




11,029 

6,842 

1,946 

707 

635 

325 

245 

37 


10,039 

6,647 

2.954 

1,833 

499 

824 

306 

•42 


990 

195 

136 


1,008 

1,126 

499 

61 

5 



Of tlie 187,603 punishments actually classed, only 21,776, or less than 12 per 
cent., involved imprisonment, whipping, or detention in reformatories or industrial 
schools ; 3,520, or 2 per cent., were finding sureties or recognisance ; while no less than 
183.32S, or about 86 per cent., of the classed punishments in Ireland, were fines. 

In England and Wales the fines were only 74 per cent., the sureties and recognizances 
were about 4 per cent, while the punishments involving imprisonment, or whipping, or 
transmission to reformatory or industrial schools, were 22 per cent., as compared with 



Statistics and law 
as to Finos in Ire- 
land and England 
compared. 



12 per cent., the proportion in Ireland. 

The extreme reliance placed on fines as punishment in Ireland compared with the 
ineffectual result attained, and compared with the remarkable diminution of serious 
crime, raises a strong doubt whether fines are the. best species of punishment for 
habitual offenders. 



The remarkable difference in the proportion of imprisonment to fines as a punishment 
for minor offences— 1 to 9 in Ireland, as compared with 1 to 4 in England and Wales— 
suggests an inquiry- as to the causes of the difference. 

Since the codification introduced by Sir Robert Peel’s Criminal Statutes, 1827, and 
the Summary Jurisdiction reform in Ireland, 1851, following so closely the English 
measure, the Criminal Law of Ireland and England and Wales is to a very large extent 
identical; but in the matter of fines, there has been, since the Irish Fines Act of 1 851, a 
very large amount of diversity, leading to an entirely distinct set of statutable provisions 
in Ireland— provisions so complicated as to have given rise to diversities in administra- 
tion between local and central authorities, and diversity of construction in the Superior 
Courts. The diversities in the law are of such a nature as to affect the statistics, and to 
make the proceedings against persons for offences disposed of summarily, especially in 
the case of drunkenness and other offences chiefly punished by fines, not at all as per- 
fectly comparable with the corresponding English figures as the statistics of offences 
made the subject of indictment. 
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The difference in results of judicial proceedings and sentences of tlie men and women 
for trial by jury is shown in the following table : — 

Disposal op Persons for Trial by Jury, 1878. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Chapter II. 
Procedure. 

Disposal of men 
and boys for trial 
by Jury compared 
with disposal of 
women and girls. 



Proportic 



Disposal of Men and Bots for Trial, 

COMPARED WITH 

Disposal of Women and Girls. 



Total number of persons sent for trial, . 

Total not tried, ..... 

Viz . : — Not prosecuted, 

No bills found against, 

Bailed and not tried, . 

Total tried and disposed of, . . 

Distribution of total tried, 

I. Convicted, or detained as insane, . 

Viz. : — Sentenced to imprisonment, <fec., . 
Sentenced to penal servitude, 

Found insane, 

Detained after acquittal on ground of 
sanity, . . , - . 

Sentenced to death, 

II. Acquitted on trial, 



These statistics show very slight differences in the proceedings .against the different 
sexes, while the difference of acquittals between men and women in France is as 19 
compared to 30. In Ireland it is only as 27'4 to 30. 

In the following table, the summary proceedings in 1878 against men and boys and Proceedings for 
against women and girls are set out- for comparison : — offences deter- 

J mined summarily 



of men and boys 
compared with 
those of women 



This table indicates a much larger proportion of commitments, as compared with 
minor punishments, amongst women than amongst men, the former being 23'3 per 
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Mon and Boys. 


Women 

Girls. 


3,424 


759 


817 


168 


388 


105 


279 


35 


150 


28 


2,607 


591 1 


1,893 


413 


1,746 


375 


135 


35 


7 


2 


3 


1 


2 




714 


178 



Proceedings for Offences determined Summarili 
Men and Boys, 

compared with those of Women and Girls. 


0, 


Men 

and Boys. 


Women 


Proportion pe 
Men and Boys. 


cbnt. to Total. 
Worn on andGirls 


Total number proceeded against, 




224,689 


43,870 


100- 


100- 


Discharged, .... 




31,685 


10,345 






Total number of persons convicted, 




193,004 


33,525 


85.9 


76-4 


Unclassed punishments, 




13,133 








Glassed punishments, .... 




179,871 


29,498 


100- 


100- 


Number not committed, viz. : — 


Total, 


165,010 


22,593 


91-7 


76-7 


Fined, ...... 




161,646 


21,682 


89-9 




To find sureties or recognizances, . 




2,609 


911 


1-4 




Delivered to Army or Navy, 




751 


_ 






Whipped, 




4 


- 




- 


Number committed, viz. 


Total, 


14,861 


6,905 


8-3 


23-3 


To Gaol, 14 days or under, . 




7,650 


3,379 






,, 1 month and above 14 days, 




4,466 


2,376 






,, 2 months and above 1 month, . 




1,421 


525 






„ 3 months and above 2 months, 




552 


155 






To Industrial Schools, .... 




302 


333 


0-2 




To Gaol, 6 months and above 3 months. 




243 


82 


01 




To Reformatory Schools, . , , 




201 


44 


01 


0-2 


To Gaol, above 6 months, . , , 


•| 


26 


11 




0-1 
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those of women 
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sideration of 
Crown cases 
reserved. 



cent, and the latter only 8 -3 per cent., showing a disparity of 15 per cent The 
number fined present an opposite contrast, the men fined being 89 -9 per cent, of the 
persons convicted and the women only 73 ‘7 per cent. 

These meat differences arise partly from the offences of this class being to a large extent 
violations of Roads Act, Hackney Carriage Acts, and Nuisance Acts, matters of mere 
discipline -which men from their employment are mor§ likely to commit than women, and 
for which fines are either the only or the suitable punishment. Again, amongst the classes 
prosecuted for offences for which summary convictions take place, men are generally 
better able to pay fines than women, and so more likely to escape imprisonment. 

In the Court for the consideration of Crown cases reserved, constituted by Stat. 1 1 & 1 2 
Vic., c. 78, corresponding to the Court for Criminal Appeal in England, there were no 
cases before the Court in 1878. 



Chapter III. 
Criminals, \ die., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 



Admissions to 
different places of 
detention 
compared. 



CHAPTER III. — CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT 
AND KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. 

The statistics of persons in confinement include— in addition to actual criminals— 
persons accused of crime, debtors, children detained in industrial schools to prevent 
their falling into crime, and lunatics who show an intent to commit a crime and are 
dangerous. - They do not include idiots or lunatics detained by order of the Lord 
Chancellor, or upon medical certificate for the purpose of cure. 

The number of admissions into the various places of confinement are compared 



in the following table : — 



Amissions to Places of Detention. 


. Men 
and Boys. 


nnd°GWs. 


Total. 


Per cent. 


Total in all Ireland, ■ 


33,769 


17,808 


51,577 


100- 


Into larger District Prisons (38), . 

Into smaller District Prisons, Bridewells, . 

Into Lunatic Asylums (as criminals or dangerous), . 
Into Industrial Schools, 

Into Reformatory Schools, • 


28,440 

3,930 

833 

332 

234 


15,867 

8S1 

510 

510 

40 


44^307 

4,811 

1,343 

842 

274 


85-9 

9-4 

2-6 

1-6 

0-5 



The number of admissions into larger and smaller district prisons includes only 
ordinary prisoners in the case of the larger district prisons, and in the case of the smaller 
district prisons the commitments to the 43 of these open at the end of the year, and 
to those closed during theyear, separately. When compared with the number of persons 
in custody at the end of- the year, the admissions show, that the commitments are for 
short periods. 

From this table it appears that there were 51,577 admissions into places of confine- 
ment in all Ireland in the course of a year. But, as the children received into reforma- 
tories and some of the lunatics received into asylums, were previously confined in 
district prisons, and are simply transferred therefrom to those places, these admissions 
do not represent so many separate commitments.. Much less do they represent distinct 
individuals, as the same person is often the subject of several committals to gaols and 
bridewells in the course of one year. The figures .of the table indicate the .relative 
importance with regard to commitments considered simply numerically, of the different 
places of confinement. 
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The distribution of the persons in confinement, among the different places of 
detention, is shown in the following table : — 



Criminals, &c., under Detention at end of 


YEAR. 


Men 

and Boys. 


Women 
and Girls. 


Total. 


Percent. 














Total in all Ireland, 




8,205 


5,863 


14,068 


100- 


In Industrial Scliools, 




1,869 


3,020 


4,889 


346 


In Lunatic Asylums (as criminals or dang 
Ordinary Prisoners in Central and large 


District 


2,784 


1,768 


4,552 


32-2 


Prisons, - 




1,699 


627 


2,316 


1-6-7 


In Keformatories, . 




835 


244 


1,079 


7-7 


Convicts, .... 




819 


. 213 


1,032 


7-4 


Military Prisoners, 




167 


- 


167 


11 


In smaller District Prisons (Bridewells), 




25 


1 


26 


0-2 


Debtors, .... 




7 


" 


7 


0-1 



It appears from- this table that at the close of a year there were 14,068 per- 
sons in the different places of confinement in all Ireland, either for prevention or for 
.punishment, and that the persons in confinement who have been detained to prevent 
them from falling into crime rather than as punishment, without considering the juvenile 
criminals in reformatories as belonging to this class, amounted to 9,441, (viz., 4,889 
children in industrial schools, and 4,552 lunatics,) or more than two-thirds of the entire 
number in confinement. 

By the Prisons (Ireland) Act, 1877, the gaols and bridewells are all transferred 
from local to central taxes, and from local to central authority, so that the distinctions 
as to county and town gaols and bridewells under the old law has been changed and the 
prisons have all become state prisons. They have been, for the purpose of the statistics, 
divided into — 1. Four central prisons, chiefly for convicts or special classes of prisoners, 
corresponding to the old convict prisons, though not used now exclusively for convicts ; 
2, Larger district, prisons, corresponding to the old county and city gaols. Some of 
these have been, as at Limerick and Cork, divided into prisons for men and for women. 
The third class, smaller district prisons, corresponds to 43 of the old bridewells, which 
have been retained either as certified, district, or ordinary bridewells. Owing to the 
transition state of the office of the -General Prisons Board, it was found impossible to 
have made up promptly the annual statistics. The grounds of commitment have 
consequently not been given. The classes of prisoners, whether ordinary, convict, 
military, or debtors, is sufficiently indicated by the totals of each of these classes at 
the end of the year, already given. 



year 1878, compared with 1877, was as follows : — 



Men and Boys, 
Women and Girls, 



Total, 



28,440 

15,867 



larger 


district prisons in the 


1877. 


Increase in 1878. 


26,988 


1,452 


15,677 


190 


42,665 


1,642 


of re-commitments have not 



been compiled for the reasons already stated. The ages have been compiled so far as to 
show the number of juvenile criminals under 16 years of age, and the numbers were 946 
boys and 143 girls. The usual statistics of birthplaces have not, for this year, been 
compiled. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals. <tc., in 
Confinement and 
at large. • 

Persons in deten- 
tion at one time 
compared. 



Prisons. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, <&c., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Degree of instruc- 
tion of prisoners 
compared with 
latest English and 
French figures. 



In the following summary the degree of instruction of ordinary criminals in larger 
district prisons in Ireland is so important, that the figures for 1877 are compared with, 
the English figures for 1876-77, and the French figures for 1876 



Degree of Instruction. 


Total of 
both Sexes. 


Men 

and Boys. 


Women 
and Girls. 


Proportion per cent. 


Men and Boys. 


Women and Girls. 


Ireland, 

1877. 


England 
and Wales, 
1876-77. 


Ireland, 

1877. 


England 
and Wales, 
1876-77. 


Total, 

Neither read nor write, ■ • 

Read and write well, .... 
Read, or read and write imperfectly, 
Superior instruction, .... 
Instruction not ascertained, . 


42,665 


26,988 


15,677 


100* 


100- 


100- 


100- 


19,035 

14,729 

8,583 

233 

85 


10,430 

11,103 

5,168 

206 

81 


8,605 

3,626 

3,415 

27 

4 


38-7 

41-1 

19-1 

0-8 

0-3 


30-5 

4-3 

64-9 

0-2 

o-i 


54-8 

23-2 

21-7 

0-2 

o-i 


39-3 

2-3 

58-2 

0-1 

o-i 



It appears from this table that of the ordinary criminals committed to Irish gaols in 
1877, a large proportion were wholly uneducated. Of the men and boys 38'7 could 
neither read nor write, the proportion in England of this class in 1876-77 being con- 
siderably lower, viz., 30 '5. In France it is 28 '9 per cent. The difference in the numbers 
of those who could read and write well in the two countries is striking— in Ireland the 
proportion of this class' to the total number of men committed being 411 per cent., 
While in England and Wales it was only 4'3. There is also a marked difference, of 
an opposite kind, in the numbers of those who received an imperfect education. In 
England and Wales 64'9 per cent, of the men and boys could read or read and write 
imperfectly ; in Ireland only 191 per cent, were of this class. Men of superior 
education accused were, in France 4*8- per cent.; in Ireland, 0-8; and in 
England, 0 - 2. 

In the case of women and girls, it appears that in Ireland the largest proportion- 
more than a half (54-8 per cent.)— were' wholly uneducated; in France the propor- 
tion is 50 per cent. ; in England and Wales only 39‘3 per cent, were wholly 
ignorant. There is a similar striking contrast between the two countries in the 
case of women and girls who could read and write well as appeared in the corre- 
sponding class of men and boys. In Ireland 23'2 per cent, of the women and 
girls Were of this class; but in England and Wales only 2‘3 of the women 
and oirls could read and write well. It thus appears that in both countries a 
very large proportion of the criminals committed to the larger district prisons are 
wholly ignorant. This is especially true of the women and girls committed to Irish 
prisons. 

The Irish National School system seems to be successful for the class that falls 
within its reach ; but the. want of compulsory education leaves a considerable substratum 
not reached by the Irish National system, allowing a wholly ignorant class to grow up 
to form such a large proportion of those committed to prison. 

The institutions in which the largest number of persons were in custody at the end of 
the year were Industrial Schools. 

, , The number of Industrial Schools in 1878, as compared . with the number in 1877, 

shows the same number (51), of which 22 were m Munster, 14 in Leinster, 8 in Con- 
naught, and 7 in Ulster. 

The following summary shows the number of children under detention in Industrial 
*£r.t Schools in Ireland in 1878, and the number discharged, as compared with similar 
statistics for 1877 : — 
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Children in Industrial Schools 




1878. 




1877. 


T „, oocn 




Tart 1. 


in Ireland. 


1 


Girls. 1 


Total. 


1878. 


1878. 


Statistics. 


Total number under detention in year, 


2,183 ! 


3,512 


5,695 


5,692 : 


3 


- 


Chapter III. 

, Criminals, the., in 
Confinement and 


Under detention at beginning of year. 


1,851 


3,003 


4,854 | 


4,768 


86 


_ 


Committed during year, 


324 


483 


807 


894 


_ 


87 


at large. 


Re-admitted „ 


8 


26 


34 


30 


4 


- 




T otal disposed of during year, 


314 


492 


806 


838 


- 


32 


Number in cou- 
. finement. 


Discharged, . 


167 


326 


493 


497 


_ 


4 


Put out on Licence, . 


112 


125 


237 


262 


_ 


25 




Died, . 


21 


39 


60 


56 


4 


_ 




Escaped, . 


14 


2 


16 


23 




7 




Total remaining at close of year, . 


1,869 


3,020 


4,889 


4,854 


35 


- 





It appears from this table that the number of children committed to Industrial 
Schools in Ireland, which had increased from 793 in 187G to 894 in 1877, fell off to 
807 in 1878. Then the number at the end of 1878 (4,889), is higher than the 
number (4,768) at the end of 1876, and than the number at the end of 1877 (4,854). 



The following figures show the ages of the children placed in these schools in Agos. 
1878 : — • 





Boys 
and Girls. 






Per-centag 


of Total. 


Ages of Children. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total, .... 


807 


324 


483 


Per cent. 
100- 


Per cent. 
100- 


Under 6 years, 


30 


11 


19 


3 


4 


6 and under 8 years, 


191 


43 


148 


13 


31 


S and under 10 years, 


240 


104 


136 


32 


28 


10 and under 12 years. 


219 


104 


115 


32 


24 


12 years and upwards, 


127 


62 


65 


20 


13 



It appears from these figures that 63 per cent, of the girls and 48 per cent, of the 
boys are brought under careful training in these schools at the early age of under ten 
years. 



The classification of the children according to the provisions of the Act under which Grounds of 
they are committed, is as follows • committal. 



' 

Grounds of Committal to Industrial Schools. 


Number 


commuted 1 


1878. 


Number 


Por-conta 


ge of Total. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


in 1877. 


1878. 


1877. 


Total, ...... 


324 


483 


807 


894 


100- 


100- 




199 


284 


483 


526 


60 


59 


Destitute and without guardianship of parents 






193 


193 


24 


21 


(sec. 11), 


67 




Found wanderingand homeless without guardian- 






103 


142 


13 


16 


ship or means of subsistence (sec. 11), 


31 




Found frequenting the company of reputed 






17 


25 






thieves (sec. 11), 


17 








Charged before J ustices with offences, and com- 






11 




1 




mitted thereupon to Industrial Schools (sec. 13), 


10 
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These figures show that it is girls especially who have been rescued from tfhptSn 
and crime by the Industrial Schools, as they form 60 per cent. (483) of the whde 
number (807) ; that the chief ground of committal is begging (60 per cent), and the 
next most frequent ground of committal. is destitution or want of guardianship 
'%%%£■£ parents (34 per cent). 

“ *"** How completely the schools come in to supply the want of parental care and control 

appears from the next summary, showing the number of orphans amongst children on 
admission. In 1878, 86 per cent, and in 1877, 83 per cent, of the children were 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals , <bc., in 



Industrial Schools. 
Degree of 
orphanage. 



orphans. 



Degree of Orphanage. 


Number committed in 18/8. 


Number 


Per-centag' 


s of Total. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


in 1877. 


1878. 


1877. 


Total number, . . 

One Parent dead, 

Total Orphans, 

Under control of both parents, 
Others, ... 


324 


483 


. 807 


894 


100- 


100- 


185 

79 

28 

32 


304 

123 

8 

48 


489 

202 

36 

80 


487 

255 

34 

118 


61 

25 

4 

10 


55 

28 

4 

13. 



lc.hst.il School In the following table the working of the Industrial School system m Ireland is 
fntZsirftd 1 compared .with that of England and Wales 







Number 

Population 
of England 
and Wales 
in 1877 
equal to 
that of 
Ireland. 


Difference. 


Children in Industrial Schools in 
Ireland in -1878, compared with 
those in England in 1877. 


Ireland, 

1878. 


Irish 
number 
less than 
English Pro- 


English Pro- 

^nnmber 
less than 

number. 


Total number under detention in year, viz. : 


5,695 


2,487 




3,208 


Detained at beginning of year, 

Deceived during year, 


4,854 

841 


1,852 

635 


- 


3,002 

206 


Total disposed of during year, . 


806 


517 


- 


289 


Total remaining at closo of year, 


4,889 


1,970 




2,919 



In this table the children in the Eeltham Industrial School, in England, committed 
under the special Act(17 & 18 Vic., cap. 169), are not included, as they are committed 
not for destitution, hut as juvenile criminals, and fall more naturally nn er 
Reformatories. The children committed to the Eeltham Industrial School under the 
Industrial Schools Act are included. 



In connexion with the much larger use made of Industrial Schools in Ireland than in 
England and .Wales, as shown by this table, the absence of any provision for compulsoiy 
education in Ireland is to, be borne in mind. 



WantofEducation. 



Criminal and 
Dangerous Luna- 
tics in Asylums. 



Of the total number of children committed in 1S78 (807), no less than 58 per cent t- 
(464) could neither read nor write. ' Taking the children of 8 years and upwards, 583 
in number, no less than 264, or 45 per cent., were totally ignorant. 

Lunatic Asylums' come next to Industrial-Schools in importance, from the number in 
them of criminal' lunalms and dangerous lunatics charged with intent to commit crime. 
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The following figures show the number detained and disposed of in lunatic asylums 
during 187S 



Criminal Lunatics and Dangerous Lunatics charged with 




Ireland, 1878. 


INTENT TO COMMIT CHIME. 


Men. 


Women. 


Total. 


Total number of such Lunatics under detention during year, 


3,603 


2,301 


5,904 


Under detention at commencement of year, 








Committed by Justices, under 30 & 31 Vic., c. 1 1 S, 


731 






Received from gaols under warrant of Lord Lieutenaut, . 


102 


37 


139 


Total number disposed of during year, 


708 


4S4 


1,192 


Discharged on becoming sane, on certificate of Resident 








Medical Superintendent, .... 


365 


242 


607 


Died, ....... 

Given to their friends, or disposed of as paupers, although 


250 


188 


438 


Removed to workhouses, as sane, 

Discharged on becoming sane, by warrant of Lord Lieu- 


73 






9 


6 


15 


tenant, ..... 








Removed to gaol for trial or punishment, 


5 






Escaped, ...... 


3 


- 


3 


Remaining under detention at close of year, 


*2,895 


*1,817 


*4,712 



The above summary shows an increase of 151 in the number under detention at the 
end of 1878, as compared with those at commencement of the year, following an in- 
crease of 124 in 1877 and of 271 in 1876. 



The following summary shows the offences which criminal lunatics committed 
to asylums in Ireland in 1878 were charged with having committed, and the offences 
which dangerous lunatics were charged with having a purpose to commit 



Offences of Lunatics or Grounds of Committal. 


Men and 
Hoys. 


Women and 
Girls. 


Total of both 
Sexes. 


Proportion 
per cent. 


Total committed during the year, .... 


833 


510 


1,343 


100- 


Dangerous persons, having intent to commit crime, 


731 


473 


1,204 


89-6 


Offences against property, .... 


42 


11 






Assaults and riot, ...... 


26 








Other offences than those here specified, . 


19 


7 


26 


1-9 


Vagrants and insane persons without control, 


6 


7 


13 


1-0 


Offences against human life, .... 


9 


4 


13 


1*0 



It appeal’s from this table that the number of lunatics committed as dangerous 
persons at large having an intent to -commit a crime, was upwards of 89 per cent. 

The following summary shows the judgments or orders under which criminal and 
dangerous lunatics were committed to asylums in Ireland in 1878 : — 



Judgment or Order op Committal. 


Men and 
| Boys. 


Women and 
Girls. 


Total of both 
Sexos. 


Proportion 
por cent. 


Total committed during year, .... 


833 


510 


1,343 


100- 


Committed to asylums by Justices as dangerous, under stat. 










30 & 31 Vic., c. 118, s. 10, . 


731 


473 


1,204 


89-0 


Transmitted from gaols by Lord Lieutenant’s warrant : — 










Became insane while undergoing sentence of imprisonment, 


62 


28 


90 , 


6-7 


Became insane after committal and before trial, . 


31 








Found or declared insane, .... 


5 








Acquitted as insane, 


4 


1 


5 


0-4 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, <£-c., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Criminal and 

Dangerous 

Lunatics. 

Total number in 
confinement. 



Offences which 
Criminal Lunatics 
charged with, and 
which Dangerous 
Lunatics charged 
with an intent of 
committing. 
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Pakt 1. After the returns had all been made and the tables had been compiled it was 

Criminal ascertained that lunatics whose sentences had expired were, in some cases, still 

Statistics. retained amon gst the class of criminal lunatics instead of being transferred to the class 

Giiaptkr III. 0 f pauper lunatics, under the 10th section of Stat. 38 and 39 Vic., c. . 87. This 

Criminals, &e., in en . or extendec i to 111 men and 49 women, so that the revised number of criminal and 
( attar^ nl 1 dangerous lunatics at the end of the year was 2,784 men and 1,768 women, and this 

Criminal™ J number is used in the summary of total number in confinement on p. 33. 

LnnaUcs!* 8 It appears that about 89 per cent, of the lunatics were committed direct to 

asylums by Justices as dangerous with intent to commit a crime, and only about 6 per 
cent, were sent by Lord Lieutenant s warrant. 

The statistics on this subject for England and Wales are not for the persons com- 
mitted within the year, as in Ireland, but for the whole of the persons under confinement. 
The following were the proportions in England and Wales in 1877, according to the 
judgment or order of committal, of the entire body of criminal lunatics in asylums : 

Removed by order of Secretary of State — acquitted as insane, . .. . 3 3 ’4 per cent. 

Irish and English becoming insane after trial, . • "3’1 „ 

Statistics as to ’ t „ insane after committal, . . 24'0 „ 

Criminal and j „ found or declared insane, . . • » 

Dangerous Committed by Justices — dangerous lunatics, . . . . • . 0'3 „ 

Lunaticacomnared. 

Total, ] 00- 

It thus appears that of the entire number of lunatics in asylums in England and Wales 
in 1877, only 3 in 889 were committed by Justices as dangerous, as contrasted with 1,204 
out of 1,343 committed to asylums in Ireland as dangerous. 
ronco This difference appears to arise from Justices in England and Wales having power, 

botweerflrish and under the Lunatic Asylums Act of 1853, to send a pauper lunatic to an asylum on a 
Dan' ctousand 10 certificate that he is deemed to be a lunatic and a proper person to be sent to an asylum 
Pauper Lunatics. ( sec . 67), and to send to asylums lunatics (whether paupers or not) wandering at large, 
not being properly cared for, or being cruelly treated (sec. 68) ; and from the stringent 
penalties upon medical officers and overseers of the poor, &c., who omit to give notice, 
so as to have the above classes of lunatics brought before Justices. 

The Justices have, consequently, not to wait for evidence of “ derangement of mind 
accompanied with an intent to commit a crime,” in order to commit a lunatic under the 
powers conferred on them by the English Act of 1S37 (1 & 2 Vic., c. 14). 

In Ireland Justices have no powers similar to those under the English Lunatic 
Asylums Act of 1853, of sending lunatics as such to asylums. Their power, under the 
Irish Act of 1867 (30 & 31 Vic., c. 118), is founded on the earlier English Act of 1837, 
and not on the later Act of 1853, and is limited to the case of persons who have 
derangement of mind and intent to commit a crime, and who are dangerous lunatics or 
dangerous idiots. 

These words are more stringent than the corresponding English Act of 1837 (1 & 2 Vic., 
c. 14), which limits the word “ dangerous ” to idiots, and allows an insane person to be 
committed when an intent to commit a crime is proved, though there is no certificate of 
the person being dangerous. 

The insertion of this word “ dangerous ” in the Irish Statute has, it would appear from 
some resolutions of a Board of Governors and a Grand Jury, and from a report of one 
of the Lunacy Inspectors, cited in the report of the Lunacy Inquiry (Ireland) Commis- 
sioners of 1879 (page 68), led to considerable difficulty in the working of the Irish Act, 
when lunatics who have shown an intent to commit a crime have to wait till they have 
reached, or are supposed to have reached, a state dangerous to others before they are 
admitted to asylums. If they have become really dangerous the delay is injurious to 
themselves ; if they have not become dangerous when committed, then the necessity of 
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tWs allegation being made, in order to exercise the jurisdiction embarrasses tbe 
subsequent treatment of tbe case. 

The grave results as regards the prospects of recovery of the poor lunatics in con- 
sequence of Justices having to delay in Ireland in sending them to an asylum until they 
have become actually dangerous, and until an intent to commit a crime can be proved, 
appears from what has been ascertained on good authority in some recent researches. It 
appeai-ed from the examination of the statistics of three asylums in England that 77 per 
cent, of lunatics treated within 3 months from date of attack recovered, while of these 
who were treated after 12 months only 20 per cent, were cured. 

' The fact that the Justices in Ireland have had to commit 1,204 lunatics in the year as 
dangerous, charged with intent to commit crime, while the Justices in England and Wales 
committed only 3 under their corresponding statutable power, indicates very plainly 
the importance of extending to Ireland the preventive provisions of the English Lunatic- 
Asylums Act, 1853, above referred to, and of modifying the provisions of the Act of 1867 
(30 & 31 Vic., c. 118), so as to correspond with the English Act of 1837 (1 & 2 Vic., c. 14). 

In the “ Imbecile, Lunatic, and other Afflicted Classes (Ireland) Bill,” introduced by 
Lord O’Hagan in the House of Lords, in 1877, there were clauses for such an exten- 
sion. The Bill was, however, postponed, at the request of the Government, for the 
report of the Poor Law Union Commissioners, presided over by Hon. Major Trench, 
who were, by warrant of 1st February, 1878, constituted a Lunacy Inquiry Com- 



.Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, <J-c., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

D i fference between 
Irish and English 
law as to 
Dangerous and 
Pauper Lunatics. 



In their report, presented this year (1879), they made out the strongest case for the 
extension of the English law. 

They show that, whilst the Commissioners of Lunacy Inquiry of 1857 ascertained 
that of 3,352 lunatics at large in Ireland, 1,583, or about one-half, were neglected. 
The result of postponing assimilative legislation for twenty years has been that the 
lunatics at large have increased a hundredfold, to the considerable number of 6,709 ; 
and the Commissioners estimate that the neglected lunatics have increased in the same 
proportion, or to upwards of 3,000. 



They urge their recommendations on the immediate attention of the Government, 
as the expenditure which had been sanctioned for additional accommodation in asylums 
at Armagh, Londonderry, and Belfast, where they report it to be most urgently re- 
quired, is held over, pending the decision of the Government upon their recom- 
mendations. 



As the 3,000 neglected lunatics at large have a prior claim on the use of the 
existing asylum accommodation for curative cases, and as statutable provision was 
made in 1S75 for the transfer to workhouses of chronic harmless cases, these cases, 
■reported to be 1,360 in number, would provide immediate space for about half (45 
per cent.) of the neglected cases at large. Out of these a proportion of chronic insane 
would be found. If that proportion amounted to 55 per cent., then the existing 
asylum space would provide for the whole 3,000 cases of lunatics now neglected. 

These facts show how easily the English law of 1853 might be extended to Ire- 
land, without waiting for the entire of the Commissioners’ plans to be adopted. It 
is only necessary, to enable the Irish Local Government Board to organize and duly 
provide for the care of the 3,365 lunatics at present in workhouses, in such a way 
that 3,000 chronic harmless insane may be safely entrusted to the same custody. If 
this were done, and the Police Inspectors charged with the duty of acting on the 
information they are now employed to collect as to the insane, the whole of the 
3,000 neglected lunatics in Ireland would be brought under the care of the State 
in the same prompt and charitable manner as in England, and their unhappy, lot. 

F 2 
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Part I. would not be subjected to the necessity of having to wait till a charge, of intent to 

Criminal commit a crime, and becoming dangerous to others, could be established against 

Statistics. .^em ; and so this class of criminal lunatics would be reduced to the same small 
Chapter III. proportions that have so long prevailed in England. 

The immediate use of the information the Police now collect as to the lunatics now 
neglected, would not interfere with the ultimate adoption of the Commissioners’ recom- 
mendation— that, for a moderate fixed remuneration, it should be made the duty of 
the dispensary medical officer to visit and report upon the condition and treatment o-f 
every lunatic within his district. 

In 1878 there were 10 Reformatory Schools in operation in Ireland, 5 for boys and 5 
for girls. 

The following summary shows the number under detention and the number discharged 
during 1878, with corresponding figures for 1877 for comparison : 



at large. 



Reformatory 

Schools. 

Number in con- 
finement. 



Number and Disposal of Children in 
Reformatories in Ireland. 


1878. 


1377. 

Total. 


Increase 

1878. 


Decrease 

1878. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total Boys 
and Girls. 


Total detained in course of year, . 

Number in Reformatories at commence- 
ment of year, . 

Committed during the year, 

Re-admitted from licence, . 

Total disposed of during year, . 

Discharged on completion of sentence, . 
Placed out on licence, • 

Discharged by order of Chief Secretary, 
Absconded and not retaken, • . 

Died, 

Remaining in Reformatories at end of year, 


1,058 


.293 


1,351 


1,383 


- 


32 


824 

228' 

6 


253 

40 


1,077 
268 ‘ 
6 


1,099 

272 

12 


: 


22 

4 

6 


223 


49 


272 


306 




34 


105 

83 

16 

12 


43 

4 


148 

87 

18 

12 

7 


177 

94 

20 

6 

9 


6 


29 

7 

2 

2 


835 


244 


1,079 


1,077 


2 





Degrco of 
orphanage. 



From this table it appears that in 1878 the number of direct committals, 268, was 
4 less than in the preceding year, following an increase of 28 in 1877. The number 
re-admitted from licence, 6, showed a decrease of 6, and the entire number of those 
admitted, 274, was more than those disposed of by 2, so as to increase the number 
remaining at the end of the year to 1,079. 

Of the total, 268, committed to Reformatories in 1878, 228 were boys and 40 girls. 
This large excess of boys, as contrasted with the large excess of girls noticed in 
Industrial Schools, arises from boys being allowed at an early age greater liberty than 
girls, and so being more liable to commit thefts and other offences which would render 
them liable to be sent to Reformatories. 

The position of the children committed in 1878 to Reformatories in Ireland, as regards 
orphanage, is shown in the following table : 

1 ° Proportion per cent. 



Total committed, 



Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls. 

228 40 100- 100- 



One parent dead, 

Under coutrol of both parents, 
Total orphans, 

0 there, 



16 3S 40 

17 33 43 

5 10 12 

2 19 5 



Of the boys 48 per cent, have either one parent dead or both. The degree of 
orphanage amongst the girls is somewhat greater, amounting to 52 per cent. The 
fourth class of the above summary, comprises those who are uncontrolled by parents. 
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The degree of instruction of children committed to Reformatory Schools is shown in 
the following summary : — 



Total committed, ... 228 40 iou^ iuv^ 

Neither read nor write, . . 98 19 42 48 

Read or read and write imperfectly, 94 20 

Read and write well, 36 J- 11 

Superior instruction, • • “ 

The want of education is pointedly shown in this summary. Of the boys com- 
mitted to Reformatories, 42 per cent., were wholly uneducated; only 17 per cent, 
could read and write well, while the remainder, 41 per cent., had received a small 
amount of education. Amongst the girls 48 per cent, were wholly uneducated, and 50 
per cent, could only read, or read and write imperfectly, and only 2 per cent, could 
read and write well. 

In the following table the working of the Reformatory School system in Ireland is 
compared with England and Wales 



Number and Disposal op Childr 
Reformatories in Ireland, a: 
in England and Wales. 



Total under detention in course of year, 



Total under detention at commencement of year, 
Total received in course of year, 



Total disposed of in course of year, 

Total remaining under detention at end of year, 



Ireland, 

1873. 

Total. 


Number in a 


Diiferenco. 


Population of 
Englaud and 
Wales in 
1877 equal 
to that of 
Ireland. * 


, Irish number 
less than 
English pro- 
poi donate 
number. 


English pro- 
portionate 
number less 
than Irish 
number. 


1,351 


1,410 


59 


- 


1,077 

274 


1,036 

374 


100 


41 


272 


320 


48 


- 


1,079 


1,090 


11 





It appears from this table that, unlike the case of the Industrial Schools, there are 
more children sent to Reformatories in England and Wales, in proportion to popula- 
tion, than in Ireland, the excess of those received in the year being 100. The number 
in Irish Reformatories at the end of year (1,079) was 11 less than the number in a 
portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

The following table shows the number of criminals under 16' years of age committed 
to gaols in Ireland in 1878, compared with those of England and Wales in 1876-77 ; 
and the number and percentage of those who were tether sent to Reformatory Schools. 
Children who are confined in Reformatories must, by Act of Parliament, be previously 
committed to gaol, and must be under 16 years of age. The proportion of the 
children who were sent to Reformatory Schools to the total number under 16 years 
of age who were confined in gaols, is the true test of the application of the Refor- 



Commitments of 
Youthful Criminals in 

England and Wales. 


Total number of Boys and Girls 
committed to Reformatories. 


Total number of 

Boys and Girls under 1 6 years of age 
committed to Gaols. 


Proportion of those committed to 
Gaols who were further 
committed to Reformatories. 


In Ireland 
in 1878. 


In England 
and Wales 
in 1876-77. 


In Ireland 
in 1878. 


In England 
andW’ales 

in 1876-77. 


In Ireland 
in 1878. 


In England 
and Wales 
in 1876-77. 


Total, 


268 


l,522f 


1,089 


7,633 f 


Per cent. 
25-5 | 


Per cent. 

19-9 



ider detention in the Feltbam Industrial School under Stat. 17 k 18 Vic., c 



* Including the children u 

^Feitham Industrial School, Middlesex, appears to serve the purpose of both a gaol and a 

the total number of commitments to it in 1877 (51) under the Special Act has been added in this table to both 

the gaol and the Reformatory figures for England. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, (be., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Degree of 
Instruction. 

Want of education. 



The Reformatory 
systems of Ireland 
and of England 
and Wales com- 
pared. 
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r AST I. 
Chimin al 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, dec., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

The Reformatory 
systems of Ireland 
and of England 
and Wales com- 
pared. 



Estimate of the 
criminal popula- 
tion of Ireland and 
of England anu 
Wales. 



Numbers in places 
of punishment 
or reform in 
Ireland and in 
England and 
Wales compared. 



It thus appears that of the entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed 
to gaol in Ireland, 25 -5 per cent, were further sent to Reformatories ; whereas, of the 
entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed to gaol in England, only 
19-9 per cent, were sent to Reformatories. Therefore, the excess of children sent in the 
year to English Reformatories over those sent to Irish Reformatories results, not from a 
more thorough application of the Reformatory principle, but from an excess of youthful 
criminals. 

In the checking of juvenile crime the Irish statistics for 1878 show more progress than 
the English for 1877. The commitments under 16 years of age were reduced from 1,144 
in 1877 to 1,089 in 1878 ; while in England there was an increase in the commitments 
of juvenile criminals: the numbers increased from 7,209 in 1876 to 7,633 in 1877. 
Notwithstanding the great success of the Reformatory system in Ireland, there is 
room for its further extension, as in the year 1878 little more than a fourth of the 
offenders who were sent to gaols under 16 years of age, were sent on to Reformatories. 

In concluding this chapter respecting criminals under confinement, an estimate of 
the criminal population in the two countries has been attempted. The number of 
criminals under confinement in the several places of punishment on a given day is 
perfectly definite, and readily obtained in the statistics already given. , It only remains 
to summarize the figures for each class of places of confinement in a short table. But 
with regard to the criminals at large, the numbers are not so easily obtained. In 
both countries the Police have made returns of all the persons in each Police district 
known or suspected to be of the criminal classes in the month of April. But as these 
figures are founded largely upon mere opinion or hearsay, and relate to matters so 
obviously connected with the vigilance and numbers of the Police, they do not form a 
perfect basis of comparison between any two countries. From the peculiar circum- 
stance of the Police in Ireland being entirely under central control, and from their 
greater number, as already pointed out, a comparison with England and Wales, on 
the basis of these Police returns, must be considered as disadvantageous to Ireland, 
and as affording an approximation only to the true facts of the case. 

In the following table the number of persons under detention for criminal reasons 
in all Ireland at the end of 1878, with the number per cent, in each class, is 
compared with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales on 30th September, 
1877 * 



Number of Persons under Detention 


in Places of 


Punishment or 


Reform. 




Places op Punishment or Reform. 


Ireland. 


In a portion of the 
Population of England 


Pcr-ceutage to Total. 


Total of both 
Sexes. 


to that of Ireland. 
Total of both Sexes. 


“■ 


England and 
Wales. 


Total in all places of punishment or reform, . a 


9,516 


9,865 


100- 


100- 


In places of punishment, .... 


3,548 


6,805 


37-2 


69-0 


Prisons, ordinary prisoners, military, and debtors, 
Convicts, ..... 


2,516+ 


4,533 
2 272 


26-4 


46-0 










In places of reform, • • 


5,968 


3,060 


62 7 ' 


31-0 


Industrial Schools, .... 

Reformatory Schools, .... 


4,889 

1,079 


1,970 

1,090+ 


- 51-4 

11-4 


20-0 

11-0 



* In the caso of Convict Prisons, on 31st March, 1877. t Including 26 in Bridewells. 

+ Including number at end of year uuder Special Act in Eeltham Industrial School. 
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It appears that in Ireland the persons held in confinement for punishment or reform 
under the law, are more numerous than in a corresponding portion of England an Statistics. 
Wales. Butin Ireland the proportion of children in Industrial Schools is 51-2 per au ^ ]JL 
cent., as compared with 20'0 per cent, in England and Wales. As there is no other ^ 

form of compulsory education in Ireland except in industrial schools, these institutions ConfnmM and 

are much made use of. In England and Wales, on the other hand, the convicts m a ** 
portion of the population equal to Ireland are 2,272 in number, as compared with 
1,032 in Ireland. “4 E»gl«ad 

. ’ and Wales com- 

The Police returns of criminal classes at large have been obtained under the three pared, 
heads of— known thieves, receivers of stolen goods, and suspected persons ; and the 
ages follow the Industrial and Reformatory School period, viz., the number under 16 
years and the number above 16 years. 

In compiling returns, the Police in Ireland have, as in England, been directed, to 
follow the rule that persons known to have been living honestly for one year at least 
subsequently to their discharge after any conviction, should not be returned in the class 
of known thieves and depredators. 

In the following table the number of criminal classes at large in Ireland m April, 1878, afc 

is contrasted with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in 1876-7 : and in England 

and Wales com- 



Criminal Classes at Large. 


Mon and 
Boys. 


RELAND, 1870. 

Women and 
Girls. 


Total of both 
Sexes. 


England and 
1878-7. 

Number in a 
portion ol 
the Population 
equal to that 
of Ireland. 


Proportion 

Ireland 
less than in 
England 

Wales. 


Proportion 

England 

and 

Wales 




2.336 


1,728 


4,064 


9,080 


5,016 




Total under 16 years of age, 


321 

2,015 


117 

1,611 


438 

3,626 


1,242 

7,838 


804 

4,212 






1,684 


1,168 


2,852 


4,7S0 


1,928 




Under 16 years of age, . 


222 

1,462 


79 

1,089 


301 

2,551 


635 

4,145 


334 

1,594 






536 


446 


982 


3,985 


3,003 


- 


Under 16 years of age, . 


92 

444 


32 

414 


124 

858 


606 

3,379 


482 

2,521 




Receivers of stolen goods, . 


116 


114 


230 


315 


85 


- 


Under 16 years of age, . 
16 years and above, 


7 

109 


6 

108 


13 

217 


1 

314 


97 





It thus appears that, notwithstanding the greater proportionate number of the Police 
in Ireland than in England, the returns of the Police as to criminal persons at large are 
much more favourable to the former country than the latter. In Ireland the total 
number, 4,064, is less than half the total in a corresponding portion of the population 
of England and Wales, 9,0S0 ; the proportion of youthful criminals, 438, is little more 
than l third of the English figure, 1,242 ; although in the case of youthful receivers of 
stolen goods, the number in Ireland is 13, as compared with 1 the English propor- 
tionate number. The proportion of known thieves and depredators 9S2, is less than 
a fourth of the English figure, 3,985 ; and the proportion of youthful criminals of this 
class, 124, is about one-fifth of the English figure, 606. 
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Chapter IV. 
Cost of Jlepressing 
Crime. 

Cost in Ireland 
and in England 
and Wales 
compared. 



In the following table the total number of criminals on a given day, both in confine- 
ment and at large, as compiled from Police returns and returns from prisons, &c., in 
Ireland and in England and Wales, is compared with the total population 



— 


Number | 
Confinement. 


Number 


Total ! 

Number 
of Criminal 
Persons. 


In evei v 
10,000 of 
Population. 


Ireland, .... 


4,627 


4,060 


8,687 


16 


England and Wales, . 


44,793 


40,860 


85,653 


35 



If we exclude criminal lunatics and dangerous lunatics committed on account of an 
intention to commit a crime, and exclude children in Industrial Schools, so as to confine 
our definition of criminals to those in Prisons, and Reformatories, and criminals at 
large known to the Police, it appears, according to the above table, that in every 10,000 
of the population of England and Wales, 35 persons belong to the criminal classes, while 
in every 10,000 of the population of Ireland the proportion is only 16. 



CHAPTER IV.— COST OF THE REPRESSION OF CRIME. 



The returns in this volume show the cost of repression of crime, to compare with 
the cost as shown in the English Criminal Statistics, under the heads of Police, Persons 
in Confinement,, and Criminal Prosecutions. 



Cost or Ubpressino 


In Ireland i 


n 11178. 


In a portion of the 
Population of 
England and W ales 
in 1877 equal to that 
of Ireland. 


In Trc’and less 
than in England 
aud Wales. 


In England and 
Wales less than in 
Ireland. 




£ 


S. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Total cost, other than as to lunatics, 


1,439,878 0 0 


945,871 0 0 


" 


494,007 0 0 


Police, 

Criminals in confinement other 


1,196,325 0 0 


671,732 0 0 ' 


- 


524,593 0 0 




175,852 0 0 


237,612 0 0 


61,760 0 0 


- 


Prosecutions, .... 


68,701 0 0 


36,527 0 0 







In this table the cost of criminal and dangerous lunatics in Ireland and of criminal 
lunatics in England and Wales has not been included, on account of the great difference 
in the law on the subject in the two countries, referred to in Chapter III., p. 38. 

For a similar reason the cost of Industrial Schools has not been included in this total. 
These institutions are used in Ireland to a larger extent than in England and Wales, 
owing to the want of any statutable provision for compulsory education in Ireland, and 
the smaller amount of education of the poor provided for in connexion with out-door 
relief under the Irish Poor Law, than in similar circumstances under the English 
Poor Law. 

It appears from this table that the sum expended in repressing crime in England 
and Wales is proportionately less than the corresponding expenditure in Ireland by 
£494,007 in amount, being only £945,871, as compared with £1,439,878 in Ireland. 

In a proportionate population in England and Wales the Police cost £524,593 less 
than in Ireland. 

There was £32,174 less expended on prosecutions in a proportionate part of England 
and Wales than in Ireland. 
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Criminals in confinement, other than lunatics, cost more in England and Wales — 
the Irish figure, £175,860, being £61,652 less. 

The following summary shows the Police Force in Ireland in 1878, compared with 
the number in 1877, at the periods of the year stated in the tables : — 



Constabulary and Police. 


1878. 


1877. 


Increase, 

1878. 


Decrease, 

1878. 


Royal Irish Constabulary. 


240 


243 




3 


„ Head-Constables, Constables, Ac., 






- 




Total, 


11,172 


11,338 i 


- 


166 


Dublin Metropolitan Police. 










Superior Officers, ...... 


38 


38 


- 


- 


Sergeants and Constables, . 


1,085 




5 




Total, 


1,123 


1,118 


5 


- 


Grand Total, 


12,295 


12,456 


- 


161 



The number of the Royal Irish Constabulary has been decreased by 163 men, and a 
reduction of 3 officers, and the number of the Dublin Metropolitan Police increased by 
5 men, making a total decrease of 161, following an increase of 88 in 1877 and of 12 in 
1876. 

For reasons explained in former volumes, the Royal Irish Constabulary may be consi- 
dered as corresponding to the English Police in counties, boroughs, and dockyards, but 
differs from the English Police Force in being placed exclusively under the control 
of the Central Government, and the Dublin Metropolitan Police may be considered as 
similar to the London Metropolitan Police and the City of London Police taken 
together. 

The comparison of Police in the two countries is confined to the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary and Dublin Metropolitan Police in Ireland, and the London Metropolitan 
Police and county and borough Constabulary in England and Wales, and the county 
and borough Police in Scotland. 



The English and Scotch proportions of Police to population are as follows : — 



London Metropolitan Police, . 

Scotch Boroughs, 

English Boroughs other than Metropolis, 
English Counties outside Metropolis and Bor 
oughs, .... 

Scotch Counties, 

All England and Wales (population 1871), 

All England and Wales (population 1877), 

All Scotland, (population 1871), 



25 in every 10,000 of the population. 
16 

14 „ „ 



A column in the first table in the Appendix shows the proportion which the number 
of effective force of Constabulary bears to the population in the various counties, and in 
towns with a separate Police force, in Ireland. In the following counties the proportion 
of Police to population is the smallest, as will be seen from the table : — 



Londonderry, 

Down, 

Armagh, 

Antrim, 



8 in every 10,000 of the population. 

9 „ „ 

10 » » 

10 „ „ 



In the following counties in Ireland the proportion of Police is the largest : — 
Aleatli . • • • . 34 in every 10,000 of the population. 

King’s County, .... 34 „ „ 

Kilkenny, ..... 33 „ „ 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter IV. 
Cost of Repressing 
{ 'rime. 

Cost in Ireland 
and in England 
and Wales 
compared. 

Police Establish- 
ments. 



Proportion of 
Police to popula- 
tion. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
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Chapter IV. 
Coat of Repressing 
Crime. 
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Police to popula- 
tion. 



Detectives. 



Cost of 

Establishments. 



Cost of Criminal , 
Lunatics in 
Asylums. 



Cost of Industrial 
Schools. 



The proportion of Police, for comparison with similar districts in England and Scotland 
are as follows : — 

Belfast Borough Police, . . . 30 in every 10,000 of the population. 

Dublin Metropolitan Police, . . 31 „ » 

Eight other Cities and Towns, .. 25 „ 

Counties outside above 10 Cities and Towns, 19 „ » 

All Ireland (including Depot and Reserve), . 21 „ » 

The proportion of Police— excluding County Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors— but 
including Dep6t.and Reserve Force— to the Census population of Ireland in 1871 was 
21 in every 10,000 of the people, while in England and Wales — including Superior 
Officers— in 1877 it was only 13* in every 10,000 of the population in 1871, and only 
12 if compared with the estimated population in 1877. The Scotch proportion in- 
cluding Superior Officers— is only 10 in the 10,000 population of 1871. 

In England there was a special class of Detective Officers, the number of which in 
1876-77 was 470. In the Royal Irish’ Constabulary there is only a Detective Director, 
and the members of the different branches of the Force are selected, when necessary, to 
act as detectives ; but in the Police of the Dublin Metropolitan Police District there is 
an entire division of 44 (25 Constables, 17 Sergeants, 1 Inspector, and 1 Superintendent), 
who are detectives. 

The following table shows the total cost of the Police Establishments in Ireland in 
1878, as compared with that for 1877 : — 



Cost of Police Establishments. | 


1878.t 


1877. 


Increase, 

1878. 


Decrease, 

1878. 






£ s. d. 


£ s. d. j 


£ 3. d. 


Total of all Ireland, 


1,196,325 0 0 


1,190,581 0 0 


5,744 0 0 




Royal Irish Constabulary, 


1,058,678 0 0 


1,054,907 0 0 


3,771 0 0 


- 


Dublin Metropolitan Police, 


137,647 0 0 


135,674 0 0 


1,973 0 0 


~ 



This table indicates an increase in the total cost of the Police Force of £5,744 in 
1878, following an increase of £20,597 in 1877, and decreases of £34,844 in 1875 and 
£9,394 in 1876. 

The diminished demand for extra police during the year ended 30th September, 1878, 
was shown by the fact that the greatest number chargeable in any month only reached 
757 in October, 1877, as against 885 in October, 1876; the least number chargeable, 
in July, 1878, of 554, was below the minimum of 651 in August, 1877. 

The cost of criminal lunatics and dangerous lunatics charged with an intention to 
commit a crime, which has been excluded from the following table for reasons 
explained at page 38, supra , is £115,368. The corresponding figure in a portion of the 
population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland was only £7,473 ; this extra- 
ordinary difference arose from the marked differences in the law as to the power of 
Justices in respect of pauper lunatics, and as to the treatment of the lunatics whose 
sentences have expired, pointed out in Chapter III., supra. 

In the case of Industrial Schools, also excluded from the table, the total expenditure 
returned is £125,953 — Imperial Taxes, £62,327 ; Local Rates, £20,S78 ; other sources, 
£42,747. In England and Wales the cost in 1877 was £159,270, or for Irish proportion 
of population £35,393. The larger expenditure in Ireland arises from Industrial 
Schools being the only form of compulsory education yet sanctioned in Ireland. 

* The way the proportion is stated in the English Statistics is_l in 756 on the Census of 1871, and 1 in 
818 for middle of 1877. 

t Royal Irish Constabulary for year ended 31st March, 1878. Dublin Metropolitan Police for year ended 
31st December, 1878. 
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The cost of criminal classes, other than lunatics, in confinement in 1878, as compared Part I. 
with the corresponding cost in a portion of the population of England and Wales in 1877 s^a™tics 

equal to that of Ireland, was as follows : — 

Chapter IV 



Cost op Criminal Classes in 
Confinement. 


In Ireland 
in 1878. 


In a portion of 
the Population of 
England and Wales 

in 1877 equal 

to that of 
Ireland. 


In Ireland 
less than in 
England and 

Wales. 


In England 
and Wales less 

Ireland. 




£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


Total of places of confinement, . 


175,852 


237,612 


61,760 


- 


Prisons, . . . . . j 


147,661 


210,519 


62,858 




Reformatories, 


28,191 


27,093 


- 


1,098 



Cost of Repressing 
Crime. 

Cost of Criminals 
in Confinement. 



The cost of State Prisons in Ireland, including what were formerly Convict Prisons, State Prisons. 
County and Town Gaols, and the 43 Bridewells that are still retained, are estimated 
at £147,661, the accounts not having been made up in time. The corresponding English 
figure for 1877 is £210,519. 



As to Reformatories, the total costs in Ireland are returned as £28,191 — £16,887 Reformatories, 
charged to Imperial Taxes, £6,435 to Local Rates, and £4,887 to other sources. In 
calculating the corresponding figure for England and Wales, it has been necessary, in 
addition to the contribution from the Treasury of £69,541, and contribution from parents 
of £6,180, which are the only items returned in England and Wales, as to Reforma- 
tories, and the Middlesex part of Feltliam school treated as a Reformatory, to add a 
sum of £56,496, to cover the estimated expenditure, from other sources, based on the 
returned cost of £24 16s. lid per annum of children in the Middlesex department of 
the Feltham school, to approximate to the true cost and obtain a figure truly com- 
parable with the costs returned for the Irish schools. This gives a total of £121,917, 
and for Irish proportion of population £27,093. 

The form of return as to costs of criminal prosecutions, settled in 1872, has been Costs of Criminal 
continued. It brings the information up to 31st March, 1878. As a large part of prose- Prosecutions * 
cutions of the crimes of the preceding year take place at the January Sessions and 
March Assizes, the expenses for the year ended 31st March more nearly represent the 
cost of the crime of the calendar year under consideration than was possible with the 
date in previous returns of expenses, which were for the year ended 1st of October. 



Criminal Courts. 


Costs of Crimin 


al Prosecutions. 






1877-78. 


1876-77. 


1877-78. 


1877-78. 




£ s. d. | 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Total of all Ireland, . . . 


68,701 0 0 


72,293 0 0 


- 


3,592 0 0 


Assizes and Commission Courts, . 


49,101 0 0 


52,393 0 0 


— 


3,292 0 0 


Quarter Sessions, 

Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police 
Courts, ...... 


17,884 0 0 
1,716 0 0 


18,303 0 0 
1,597 0 0 


119 0 0 


419 0 0 



This table shows a decrease in the cost of criminal prosecutions in Ireland in 1877-78 
below 1876-77, of £3,592, decreasing the amount to £68,701. 



G2 
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Costs of Criminal 
Prosecutions in 
England and 
Wales. 



Coroners’ inquests have been omitted from this volume for the reasons explained at p. 

] 3, for the decision arrived at by His Grace the Lord Lieutenant to omit statistics of 
Coroners’ inquests from the tables. Owing to the system of public prosecution in Ireland 
the proceedings at a Coroner’s inquest are no longer considered a necessary step in a 
prosecution when a prisoner has been arrested. In England and Wales the Coroners’ 
inquest retains its position of importance, owing to the system of private prosecution 
that prevails there. 

When the prosecution of infanticide, of other murders and of manslaughter is intrusted 
to private prosecutors, the Coroners’ tribunal is essential to secure that crimes involving 
the loss of human life are not compromised or concealed. The cost of this machinery 
for checking private prosecutions in England and Wales, £85,847, of 34 per cent, of the 
whole, is however very considerable. Of the other expenditure on criminal prosecutions 
there £164,294, only £20,379 was for Government prosecutions (£19,045 in 105 Mint 
cases, for issuing base coins and other offences against the currency, and £1,324 for 15o 
other criminal cases prosecuted on indictment by the Treasury Solicitor), whilst £126,343 
was for defraying certain parts of the expenses of private prosecutors m 14,648 prosecu- 
tions at the Assize Courts, Central Criminal Courts, and Quarter Sessions, and £17,572 for 
19,317 proceedings under the Criminal Justice Act and J uvenile Offenders Act. The total 
cost of prosecutions (including inquests) in England was, £250,141, which gives £55,587 
for the Irish proportional figure, whilst the Irish cost, exclusive of inquests, was only 
£68,701, or £13,126 more. 
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PART II. — JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 



Pakt II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



The Irish Judicature Act of 1877, which came into operation on the 1st of Irish, Scotchman! 
January, 1878, extends to Ireland the principles of the English Judicature Act of 1873 ’ Jurisdiction 
Both Acts are on the model of the Scotch system of Judicature — of having a single compared. 

High Court of Justice, with subordinate local Courts more or less connected with it. 

In Scotland the concurrent jurisdiction between the High Court and the larger Connexion 

...... , r between CentraL 

District, or Sheriff’s Court, extends to so many branches of jurisdiction, and the same an d Local Courts 
Judge (the Sheriff’s Substitute) acting not only in the larger district but in the smaller 111 Scotland, 
district, or Sheriff’s Small Debt Court blends Scotch Administration of Justice into one 
complete organization. 

In the lowest of these Courts, the small debts disposed of by the Sheriff-Substitute was 
£178,000, as compared with £29,000 disposed of by Justices of the Peace; showing 
how small is the amount of business not disposed of by the permanent judicial staff 
of the Scotch Courts. 

The completeness of the Scotch system turns upon the reform carried out there in 
1746, of making the Sheriff-Substitute a permanent executive and judicial officer 
acting under the Sheriff or Scotch County Court Judge — a reform which was recom- 
mended for Ireland by a Boyal Commission in 1826. 

The Sub-Sheriff in Ireland acts for both the High Court of Justice and the County Proposed exten- 
Court; and the principle of having common officers for both, has been recognized in ^f 0 °n ls o°f Fer- 
tile consolidation of the offices of Clerks of the Crown and Peace. manent Sheriff- 

In England distinct Officers, called High Bailiffs were created for the County Courts, j ro i an j_ 
and the Sheriff does not act there in the case of County Court executions. 

The High Bailiffs are being consolidated in England with the Registrars of the 
County Courts on the Scotch model. 

The delay in reforming the office of Sub-Sheriff in Ireland has arisen from not fol- 
lowing the Scotch model, where the reform is complete ; but, instead, taking as a 
partial guide the English model, where it has not been attempted. 

In Scotland the Probate Jurisdiction has, by a succession of Acts, commencing in 
1824, been conferred on the Scotch County Courts, the Divorce and Matrimonial 
Jurisdiction, being alone transferred to the High Court. 

By Statute 39 and 40 Vie., c. 70, the office of Commissary Clerk, corresponding to 
that of District Registrar of the Court of Probate in Ireland, has been abolished after 
the tenure of the present officers ; and the duties annexed to the office of Sheriff’s 
Clerk, corresponding to the Clerk of the Crown and Peace in Ireland. 

In England a connexion has been established between High Court and the Local Connexion 
Courts. Seventy Registrars of County Courts and four Prothonotaries of the Court of and Local Courts 
Common Pleas of Lancashire having been appointed District Registrars of the High m England. 
Court of Justice. 

In Ireland the District Registrars of the Court of Probate have been dealt with 
neither on the Scotch model, of having their duties transferred to Clerks of the 
Crown and Peace, or to the Reformed office of Sub-Sheriff, nor on the English model 
of being utilized as Local Registrars of the High Court of Justice. 

Expensive separate buildings, and a considerable staff is thus maintained that 
might be utilized for the benefit of the public, if either the Scotch or English model 
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were followed. In the transition state, the offices are thus left in, has led to the 
inferiority of Irish to Scotch legislation and administration, on such matters as the 
Intestate Widows’ Acts as noticed at p. 61 infra, in connexion with Local Registrars. 

The Tables in this part include the Civil Jurisdiction of all Courts in Ireland 
arranged in the following order : — 

The Courts and Offices are divided first into those which relate to the Central 
Administration of Justice — that is, where there is only one centre for all Ireland, for 
the jurisdiction ; and, secondly, into those which relate to the Local Administration 
of Justice. This class is subdivided into larger and smaller District Administration 
of Justice, according to the size of the districts into which Ireland is divided for the 
Special Jurisdiction. 



Ventral Adnnnis- 1.— CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 

tmtion of Justice. . .. 

The Central Administration of Justice includes the High Court of Justice, with its 

TaWcf. ement ° f five divisions — Chancery, Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, and the Probate 
and Matrimonial Division. 

There are two outlying Courts : — The High Court of Admiralty, which, on the death 
or resignation of the present Admiralty Judge, will form part of the Probate and 
Matrimonial Division ; and the Court. of Bankruptcy, which in the transition state of 
the subject of Bankruptcy Reform, has not been finally dealt with. 

The Central Appellate Jurisdictions, viz., the Supreme Court of Appeal in Ireland, 
Court for Crown Cases Reserved, Court for Cases Reserved for J udges of Queen’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions, the Privy Council in Ireland, Her Majesty in 
Council, and House of Lords, have been grouped along with the other Central Jurisdic- 
tions, as being so closely connected with them, and are not placed after the Local 
Jurisdictions, as in the English volume. 

In the arrangement of the Tables of the different Divisions of the Supreme Court, 
the order in the English volume has been, to a large extent followed, placing the 
Chancery Division first, instead of after the Common Law Divisions, as in previous 
volumes. 

The chief business of the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions 
(the proceedings at the Pleas side) is given in consecutive tables for more convenient 
comparison. 

The proceedings at Jury Trials in Dublin of these three Divisions, and the Dublin 
County Court Appeals, are grouped together, as the business is really transacted on a 
consolidated plan. With these, the proceedings at Chambers before a single Judge, 
and the cases of minor importance remitted to County Courts are grouped together. 

The exclusive jurisdiction of each of these divisions at the Crown side of the Queens 
Bench, as to election petitions and acknowledgments of married women in the Common 
Pleas and at the Revenue side of the Exchequer, are given last, as the business is so 
small, compared with that transacted on the Plea side of these divisions. 

The offices of Registration of Judgments and Record of Title are grouped together, 
and along with them is given the Registry of Deeds ; as the consolidation of some or 
all of these offices has been officially recommended, and some of such recommendations 
have been made the basis of statutable provisions. 

As the Judicature Act contemplates the consolidation of the Chancery, Common 
Law, and Land Judges’ Taxing Office, the statistics as to these three departments 
have been grouped together. 

As the business of the Receiver’s Office of the Land J udges corresponds with a large 
part of the business of the Registrar in Lunacy (that relating to the Accounting of Com- 
mittees of Estates of Lunatics), the statistics of the two offices have been placed together. 
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In the Accountant General’s Office, again, the Probate and Matrimonial and the 
Chancery business have been brought together. 

So, in like manner, the information from the Inland Revenue Department, as to all 
the law taxes, is included in one return. 

The Central Administration of Justice in Ireland now corresponds with great close- 
ness to the English model, upon which it is framed, with the exception of Bankruptcy 
Jurisdiction (which is not finally settled in England, a Bill on the subject having been 
introduced in the present session) and the law of Divorce. 

The J urisdiction as to Divorce in Ireland is still, to a large extent, in the state the 
law was in England before the Divorce Court was established in 1857. Contrary 
to the entire spirit and policy of the Judicature Act of each division of the 
High Court of Justice having power to do complete justice in a case brought 
before it, a divorce in Ireland may involve three proceedings to give the same remedy 
which the Probate and Matrimonial Division of the English High Court can give, and 
give in certain cases, between Irish people. 1°. An action for criminal conversation, 
to be tried by the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, or Exchequer Division ; 2°. A suit 
for a divorce in the Matrimonial Division -; and 3°. A private Act of Parliament. 

In the absolute or, as it is called, Parliamentary, Title to real property, which the 
Land Judges can confer, the Irish High Court of Justice is in advance of the English 
High Court — Lord Cairns, the present Lord Chancellor of England, having, so far back 
as 1859, proposed to extend a similar jurisdiction to England. 

The English Tables of Statistics are framed to test the most remarkable feature of 
English Judicial Statistics; the delay of business from the short number of Judges. 

In the Chancery Division the “ remanets ” or postponed cases at the end of 1875-6 
were 695! The number of Judges was increased from five. to six, by the appointment 
of Mr. Justice Fry, who sat for seventy-three days, or rather more than a third of the 
j udicial year ; the remanets at the end of the year were only reduced, by three cases, 
to 692, and of these, in the main business of Causes, Causes for Trial, and Actions for 
Trial, there was an increase, from 461 remanets at the end of 1875-6, to 506 at the 
end of 1876— 7, and this increase took place although the cases disposed of otherwise 
than by trial increased from 159 to 442. 

So it has ever been, since the struggle in 1813 to have a single Vice-Chancellor 
added, the number of Judges in the Chancery Division in England has always fallen 
short of the business to be transacted. 

In Jury Trials the arrears of business in England is no less remarkable than in the 
cases in the Chancery Division. 

At Westminster, the number of trials heard during the year was 953, but of these 
there were 75 undefended; and the number that really occupied time were only 878 
defended trials. The remanets at the beginning of the year were 756, or more than 
three-fourths of a year’s business ; whilst the remanets at the end of the year were 
1,128, or more than a year and a quarter’s business. 

The arrears in Nisi Prius, or Circuit business, is not shown with the same clearness, 
but appears from the figures of each circuit. Upon -the two Welsh circuits, taken 
together, 92 per. cent, of the cases entered were tried, indicating a normal state of 
affairs where there was time to transact business. On the Oxford and Western Cir- 
cuit the cases tried were only 73 per cent. ; on the South-Eastern and Midland, only 
70 per cent, were tried ; on the North-Eastern the number drops to 65 per cent. ; and 
on the Northern to 45 per cent. 

The cases entered on the two circuits where the greatest delay occurred amounted 
to 711, or more than half the whole number of 1,413. 
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This evil is thought so serious, that a remedy has been proposed for it, by extending the 
County Court jurisdiction in England from £50 to £200. 

One serious defect of chronic delay in trying cases is well known. It tempts de- 
fendants into defence for the mere purpose of gaining time. 

The comparison of the English and Irish figures illustrates this in a remarkable 
manner. For a portion of the population of England and Wales, equal to that of 
Ireland, the number of writs issued was 12,478 ; to these no less than 5,757 defences 
were entered. In Ireland the number of writs issued were 23,526, while the defences 
were only 3,562. 

The English returns do not show the arrears in Divorce cases ; but in Probate 
cases, though not so great 'as in the Chancery or Common Law Divisions, the arrears are 
still substantial; while the trials heard and causes heard amounted to only 120 in the 
year, there were 33, or more than one-fourth of a year’s business, ready for hearing, 
and waiting to be heard at the end of the year. 

The very general chronic state of arrears in nearly the entire of the business of the 
High Court of Justice in England has a serious effect upon the figures for the pur- 
pose of comparison, as the tendency is for the largest and heaviest cases to be 
arranged out of court, and disposed otherwise than by being tried, and so to make the 
cases actually tried not so fair an average of the entire business as if there were no 
arrears and every case was disposed of when it was ready for trial. 

jn the following summary motions are classed into special motions and orders 
made on matters adjourned from Chambers, and these are compared with the heading 
in preceding years of orders made on motions without petitions. Causes, causes for 
trial actions for trial, demurrers, and exceptions in one class, and motions for 
decree or for judgment, in another class, are compared with bills, informations and 
special cases heard, and thus a comparative view of the Court business before the Lord 
Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, and Vice-Chancellor, for the years 1878 and 1877 is 
given : — 



Court Business in Chancery Division. 


1878. 


1877. 


In i C R78' e ’ 


D 187&°’ 


Before Lord Chancellor. 










Orders on motions special and from Chambers, 

Orders on motions of course, . . . • 

Orders on petitions heard, . 


11 } 95 

10 


113 

25 


_ 


28 

15 


Causes, actions, &c., heard, .... 
Motions for decree or judgment heard, 


1} 8 


8 






Causes, actions, Ac., for further consideration heard, . 








- 


County Court equity appeals heard, . 




“ 


2 


“ 


Before Master of the Bolls. 


117 


148 


- 


31 










Orders on motions special or from Chambers, 


5S! 418 


414 


4 


_ 


Orders on motions of course, .... 




94 






Orders on petitions heard, .... 


£} 68 
30 




1 


Causes, actions, Ac., heard, .... 
Motions for decree or judgment heard, . 

Causes, actions, Ac., for further consideration heard, . 


86 

26 


14 


18 




609 


620 


- 


11 


Before Vice-Chancellor. 










Orders on motions special and from Chambers, 


252 I qsfi 
134 J 386 
89 

36 } 81 
26 


400 


_ 


4 


Orders on motions of course, . 
Orders on petitions heard, . 


86 


3 


18 


Causes, actions, Ac , heard, • 

Motions for decree or judgment heard, ■ 

Causes, actions, Ac., for further consideration heard, . 


99 

24 


L 




582 


609 


- 


27 


Total, 


1,308 


1,377 




69 
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This table shows a decrease of Court business of 63 proceedings, following a decrease 
of 183 in 1877, but increases of 305 in 1875 and 56 in 1876. The diminution of business 
in 1878 has allowed the arrears to be reduced. The causes, actions, &c., awaiting a 
hearing at the commencement of the year were 47, and at the close of the year 28, 
being a reduction from 39 per cent, to 23 per cent. 

In the office of the Registrars of the Chancery Division, the total number of Side 
Bar Orders was 525 as compared with 805 Side Bar Orders in 1877, showing a falling 
off of 280 under the new practice. 

The equitable jurisdiction up to £500 personal property and £30 a year in land 
given to the County Courts introduced a new Table of County Court Equity Appeals 
before the Lord Chancellor. 
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Chancery 

Division. 

Registrars’ Office. 



Appeals from 
Equity Actions i 
County Courts. 



In three of the four cases heard the judgment of the County Judge was affirmed, in 
only one was it varied or reversed, and one case was pending at the end of year. 

The following is a summary of the proceedings in the Chambers of the Lord Chief Clerks’ 
Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor. 



Proceedings in Chambers. 



Summonses to originate Proceedings : — 

For the Administration of Estates, 

Under the Charitable Trusts Acts, 

Forappointmentof Guardians and maintenance of Infants, 

For other purposes, 

Other Summonses, ...... 

Appointments (by Summonses. &c.), disposed of, 

Orders made : — 

Of the Class drawn up by the Registrars, . 

Of the Class drawn up in Chambers, . 

Orders brought into Chamber for prosecution : — 

Other than Orders for winding up Companies, 

For winding up Companies, 

Number of Advertisements issued, 

Receiver’s Accounts, .... 

Receipts therein, .... 

Disbursements and Allowances therein, 

Accounts passed other than Receivers’ Accounts 
Number of Accounts, 

Receipts therein, .... 

Disbursements and allowances therein, 



1878. 


1877. 


In i87T' 


Decrease, 

1878. 


98 


141 


_ 


43 


123 


88 


35 


_ 


732 


667 


65 


- 


1,358 


1,191 


167 


- 


5,842 


5,854 


- 


12 


, 


55 


_ 


49 


1,521 


1,231 


290 


“ 


357 


235 


122 


_ 


4 


_ 


4 


- 


156 


138 


18 


- 


£52,259 


_ 


_ 


_ 


£46,508 


- 


" 


. “ 


295 


479 


_ 


184 


£690,683 


£467,502 


£223,181 


- 


£638,255 


£394,735 


£243,520 


“ 



Returns of 
proceedings it 
Chambers. 



The result of the above table is to show an increase in the number of proceedings in 
the Chambers of the Lord Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor, 



amounting to 224 in summonses, from 2,087 in 1877 to 2,311 in 1878, as contrasted 
with a decrease of 348 in 1877. There was a decrease in appointments disposed 
of, amounting, however, to only 12 in 5,854. In orders made there was a net increase 
of 241 ; the class drawn up by Registrars having fallen from 55 to 6. 

There was an increase in the amount of property passed in -accounts other than 
Receivers’ accounts, from £467,502 to £690,683, or of £223,181, following an increase 
of £128,121 in the preceding year. 

In the Lord Chancellor’s Chamber there were at end of year 3S7 Matters, or Minor matters in 
Families of Minors, relating to 1,035 Minors, exclusive of Matters commenced before c^b^ 0 ® 1 ' 0 *' 8 
November, 1867, and pending on the release of the Master and transferred to the Lord 
Chancellor’s Chamber. The new Matters in the year were 54, relating to 148 Minors, 
as compared with 37 new Matters and 102 new Wards in 1877, figures which indicate 
that the extension of jurisdiction in Minor Matters to the County Courts has not 
diminished the exercise of the jurisdiction of the Chancery Division of the High Court. 

In the Examiner’s office 10 witnesses were examined in 4 causes, as compared with Examiner's Office. 
41 witnesses in 13 causes in 1877, and 60 witnesses in 18 causes in 1876. 

The number of actions of writ of summonses was 511, with the proportion of 21 per 
cent, lower scale, and 79 per cent, of higher scale. This corresponds very closely to the 

H 
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proportion in England, which in 19 per cent lower scale and 81 per cent, higher scale 
The* number of actions exceeds (362) the number of bills and informations filed and 

1877, and, in the Notice Department, 10,597 original documents, against 9,696 1877, 

and 33,765 copieB, against 30,097 in 1877. 

The business of the Lord Chancellor's Secretary's Office has been changed by the 
Jutoature Tct and petitions are no longer referred to the Master of the Dolls and 
Vice-Chancellor through the Lord Chancellor. 

The Lunacy Petitions disposed of by the Lord Chancellor were 169, as compared with 
149 in the preceding year. . 

The Lord Chancellor has now exclusive jurisdiction as to the 26 petitions for appoint- 
ments of Commissioners for administering oaths for the High Court of Justice. The 

warrants for Magistrates were 162, as compared with 169 m 1877. 

The return of the Secretary at the Bolls gives the particulars of 91 pet, f.ons set 
down fm hearing before the Master of the Bella It appears that 4 of these were 
under the Trustee Acts, and 23 under the Public Works and Hallway Acts. 

In the Crown and Hanaper Office there were, during the year 1878, «aets 
as compared with 2,571 in 1877, and 2,354 in 1376, being a decrease of 167, following 
an increase of 217 in 1877. 

Under the Land Judges the net rental or annual value sold was £64 236, and e 
purchase money was £1,217,027, or 18-9 years' purchase, on an average of all interests 
and all tenures This is below 19'2, the rate in 1877, and below the average for o years 
ended 1876, which was 19-4. 

There were 304 petitions filed in 1.878, against 310 in 1877. The number of cases 
pending in Chambers of Judges was at commencement of year 1,271, and l at mid of 
year 1 240. These figures indicate that cases are on an average four yea, s before 
the Land Judges. The number of affidavits filed was 4,560 against 4,643 in 1877. 

Tenants’ objections were ISO, as against 264 in 1877. , , ... 

The number of abstracts of title lodged were 201, and the number of deeds and other 
documents lodged 7,070. These figures indicate the average number of deeds and 
documents in an ordinary abstract of title under the present system, to be 35 against an 

average of 48 last year. . . . f , 0 _ A • 

The sales to tenants under the Bright Clauses of the Irish Land Act of 18,0 m 
which charging orders to the Board of Works for advances to enable them to purchase 
made were 71 in 1876, 84 in 1877, and 129 in 1878, for £60,919, £82 660 and £ , 

respectively. Of these 114 were of holdings under 100 acres, 69 of holdings under 80, 
and 25 of holdings under 10 acres, and 88 were of holdings m Ulster, and 41 in the 

other provinces. __ j 

The proceedings at the Plea side of the Queen’s Bench Common Pleas, and 
Exchequer Divisions are arranged in a single table for each division although the 
figures have been supplied by three offieers-the Master, the Clerk of the Buies and 
the Clerk of Writs. This has been done to produce tables corresponding to those 
in the English volume, where the information is given in a single table for each 

dl Tho° n judicature Act has terminated the system of issuing writs in rotation of 25 
each for the three Common Law Courts, or, as they are now termed Divisions, and the 
result has been a very unequal distribution of business, the writs of summons, for the 
Exchequer Division having risen from 7,088 to 11,125, and those for the Queens Bench 
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having fallen from 7,087 to 6,094, and those of the Common Pleas from 7,089 to 6,307, 
so the Exchequer Division has nearly double the number of writs issued for either of 
the other divisions. 

Whilst the total number of writs of summons for these three divisions show a marked 
increase of 2,262 from 21,264 in 1877 to 23,526 in 1878, the number of cases that 
actually came to jury trial in Termfell from 265 to'215. Whether this arose from the bad 
financial year interfering, as it always does, with expensive litigation, or from the 
new practice, under the judicature Act, or from inadequate arrangements for trying 
cases, indicated by so many as 25 cases (or more than 10 per cent, of the number tried), 
having been postponed by order, or for want of time to try, or for other cause can be 
tested by one or two more years’ experience. The amount recovered at these trials though 
so much fewer in number, showed an increase from £16,690 in 1 S 77 to £24,858 in 1878. 

The Judicature Act introduced a great improvement in having two Consolidated Jury 
Trial Courts always sitting (except in the time .allowed for circuits and vacations). 
Hence the jurors have been relieved by having only a single panel for the three divisions. 
If they were further relieved, by having only a single panel for all the jury service at 
the same time at the Four Courts, with a fresh panel for each month, and not, as now, 
for parts of two or three months, the reduction of jury service to a minimum by 
satisfying the large class from which jurors are drawn, would remove any possible 
impediment to jury trials from discontent of jurors. 

Of the other business of the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, on the 
Pleas side, either leading up to or subsequent to jury trials, the single figure which wall 
afford the simplest comparative measure of the active litigation involved in the proceed- 
ings in the different Divisions at present and in the past, is the number of affidavits 
filed. There were in the Queen’s Bench 6,060 ; Common Pleas, 5,016; and in the 
Exchequer, 8,201 ; or 19,277 in all. In 187 7 the total number was only 14,092, made 
up of 4,298 in the Queen’s Bench, 5,045 in the Common Pleas, and 4,749 in the 
Exchequer. 

In one respect a great object of the Judicature Act -perfect uniformity of practice 
between the Divisions exercising concurrent jurisdiction — has not been realized, though 
the provision for the Council of the Judges seems to have been intended to secure this 
instead of waiting to have uniformity established by appeals at the expense of individual 
suitors. 

One of the objects of the Judicature Commission, from which the Judicature Acts 
originated, was to increase the business done before a single Judge compared with what 
is done in Divisional Courts, and the Motions on Notice before a single Judge granted 
or refused increased from 400 in 1877, on the old system, .to 791 in 1878 under the 
new system. The ex-parte motions, including Consent Orders granted by a single 
Judge increased from 2,453 in 1 877 to 2,602 in 1878. TheMotions on Notice in Divisional 
Courts increased at about the same rate, from 653 in 1877 to 1,203 in 1878, so that 
the Judicature Act has not effected much change in this matter. 

The Judges for Jury trials also hear Appeals from the Courts of the Recorder of the 
City of Dublin and of the Chairman of the County of Dublin. 

The statistics of these appeals or rehearings in 1878 and 1877 are as follows : — 













Appeals (Rehearings). 








Settled, 








Struck out, &c. 


From Decree or Dismiss of Recorder \ . 
of Dublin, or of Chairman off ’ 


28 


13 


8 


7 


County of Dublin, (including case 7 
stated,) ) ’ 


28 


11 


13 


4 
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The proceedings ns to cases to be remitted to County Courts are as follows : 



Proceedings on dee Stat. 33 & 34 Vic., cap. 109. 


1878. 


1877. 




Decrease, 

1878. 


Number of applications to remit to inferior Courts, 


347 


279 


68 


- 


Number of applications refused, . 


50 


58 


- 


8 


Number of applications granted, . 






76 




In Cases of Contract under £50.* 










Number of applications granted, . 


196 






“ 


In Cases of Tort. 










Number of applications granted under sec. 6, 


101 


94 


7 


- 


Giving security for costs, and continuing in superior 




3 




2 


"Failing to give security, and so remitted, . 


100 


91 


9 






It appears from this table that there was an increase (68) m the number of 
applications to remit cases to the County Courts, showing a larger number (347) than 
in any year since the passing of the Act-1873 (204), 1876 (270), 1877 (279) 
Of the 299 applications granted, 196 were in cases of contract and 101 ill cases of tort. 
Of the cases in tort 1 was retained in the superior Courts by giving security for costs. 

The Queen’s Coroner Attorney and Master of the Crown side has made lus usual 
return of the business at the Crown side of the Queen’s Bench. The practice of this 
very important branch of jurisdiction remains in a very unreformed state, and there are 
no published rules of practice. In 1844 the Judges of the Court of Queen’s Bench m 
Endand obtained a power of mating rules under the Statute 6 & 7 Vic., c. 20, s. 11., 
Ireland When the English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners made their 
first report, nineteen years afterwards, in 1863, the power had not been extended to 
Ireland. That very influential Commission, however, recommended that the Irish 
Judges should have the same power of making rules as the English Judges, and the 
power was conferred upon them- in 1S72, but no rules have been made, nor have new 
rules been made in England since the English Judicature Act of 1873. 

In 1878 there were no election petitions. 

The acknowledgments by married women filed were 465, as compared with 444 in 
1877, and 393 in 1876. 

The Perpetual Commissioners appointed were 9 in number as compared with 6 in 
1877, and 9 in 1876. There were 75 Special Commissions granted, the same number 
as in 1877. 

In Scotland the whole machinery of Special and Perpetual Commissioners is saved 
by the practice of having the acknowledgments of married women taken before any 
Justice of the Peace at his private residence. In England as many as 336 acknowledg- 
ments of married women were taken at Judges’ Chambers. In Ireland, under a similar 
jurisdiction, no acknowledgments were taken, nor were any taken by County Court 
Judges under the 65th section of the County Court and Officers’ Act, 18 77. 

The writs issued on the Revenue side were 519, as compared with 363 in 1877. The 
Side Bar Buies were only 55, as compared with 64 in 1877, and the Motions in Banco 
ouly 46, as compared with 57 in 1877. There were, however, 3 Causes in Equity, and 
informations. The affidavits filed were 115, and the Miscellaneous Records 442. 

* In 1877 under £40. 
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The number of judgments registered in the Registry of Judgments Office in 1878, 
as compared with the preceding year, was as follows : — 



Part II. 
Jddicial 
Statistics. 



Registrt op Judgments Office. 


1878. 


1877. 


Increase, 

1878. 


Decrease, 

1878. 


J udgments of High Court of Justice registered, 


5,54S 


4,409 


1,139 


- 




184 




- 


35 


Revivals, ......... 


1 


10 


- 




Decrees, ......... 










Rules and Orders, ........ 


1 








Lis pendens, ......... 


383 


419 


- 




Judgments from Courts in England and Scotland, . 


2G 




“ 




Total, 


6,148 


5,092 


1,056 


- 


Recognizances registered, ...... 


186 


160 


26 


- 


,, re-registered, ...... 


11 


53 


- 




Crown Bonds registered, • 


18 


45 


- 




,, re-registered, . . . .... 


68 


38 




- 


Total, 


283 


296 


- 


13 


Satisfactions of Judgments, ...... 


228 


269 


_ 


41 


"V acates of Recognizances, ...... 


104 


136 


- - 




Cancellations of Crown Bonds, ..... 


3 


17 


- 




Negative Searches on £1 Stamps, ..... 


2 


2 


- 


- 


Negative Searches, ........ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


„ ,, 15s. Stamps, .... 


2,432 


2,495 


- 




,, „ 2s. 6<Z. Stamps, .... 


226 


248 


~ 




Total, 


2,905 


3,167 




172 . 


Requisitions for liberty to search made by public, 


2,235 


2,153 


' 82 


- 


Stamped Certificates issued, ...... 


7,063 


6,157 







Central Adminis- 
tration of Justice. 

Offices of 
Registration. 

Registry of 
Judgments Office. 



The figures in the above table show a large increase in the business of the office in 
1878. The number of Judgments registered increased from 4,409 in 1877, to 5,548 in 
1878, being an increase of 1,139. 

Of the Judgments registered only 8 were obtained before 15th July, 1850 (which 
alone affect land without being registered in the Deeds Office as a J udgment Mortgage), 
while 5,532 were obtained since: 176 of the Judgments re-registered were obtained 
before 15th July, 1850, and only 16 obtained since that date. 

On comparing the number of judgments registered with the number entered up in 
the three Superior Courts of Common Law, it appears that, whilst 7,115 judgments are 
returned in the proceedings in Masters’ Offices as entered up, no less than 5,548 were 
registered in the Registry of Judgments Office. When the Judgment Mortgage Act was 
passed, it was expected by the framers of that Act that the amount of business in the 
Registry of Judgments Office would be diminished by its operation ; but this expecta- 
tion was founded upon the consideration of judgments only as charges on land, and the 
provisions of the Irish Bankruptcy Act of 1849, continued by the Act of 1857, requiring 
judgments to be registered within twenty-one days after being entered up, to secure 
priority in bankruptcy, were overlooked. 

The English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners, in their Second Report, in Difference 
1866, state that “ they found the law of Judgments of the Superior Courts of Common Law oTjudgmenls 
Law in Ireland, and the practice, process, and procedure therein, to be in a very ip England and 
complicated and unsatisfactory state, and to differ in some material respects from the 
law of England on that subject.” They trace this difference in the law back to the reign 
of Queen Anne, from the operation of the Penal Act of Stat. 2 Anne, c. 6 (Irish), passed 
in 1703, and the Act for the Registration of Deeds, 6 Anne, c, 2 (Irish), (1707). They 
state as the result of their inquiries that “it appears that while in England the tendency 
of the whole course of legislation down to and inclusive of the Act of 1864 (27 and 28 
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1'aut II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Central Adminis- 
tration of Justice. 

Offices of 
Registration. 

Difference 
between the 
Law of Judgments 
in England and 
Irelaud. 



Record of Title 
Otlico. 



Bills of Salo. 



Viet., e. 112), lias been to reduce a judgment to a step in the course of procedure for the 
recovery of a debt, in Ireland, on the other hand, the legislation down to and inclusive 
of the Record of Title Act, 1865, has been in the opposite direction, and judgments 
affect land in Ireland prior to and entirely independent of execution.” 

They further state that “ as the difference between the laws of the two countries aB 
regards judgments, is not one of mere practice and procedure, but extends to the law of 
Brnkruptcy, the jurisdiction of the Landed Estates Court, the Registry of Deeds, the 
law of debtor and creditor, and generally to the law of property m land, e 
question of the simplification and amendment of the law of Judgments m Ireland 
could only be satisfactorily disposed of by a Parliamentary Committee, oi y a 
Commission specially constituted for the purpose, with full powers to enter upon all the 



inquiries necessary for its solution.” . 

The state of the Law of Judgments in Ireland came under the notice of the Committee 
of Officials appointed by the Treasury to inquire into an invention of Mr. Dillon for 
simplifying the Registry of Deeds,* Ireland, and which reported in 1S76, and is at 
present one of the subjects of inquiry of the Irish Registry of Deeds Commission, 

appointed in 1878. , 

There was no application to record land under the 51st section, though an interval 
had elapsed since the declaration of the Court. Only 10 new estates were recorded m 
the Record of Title Office in 1878. If the consideration money (£22,660) of estates 
recorded be compared with value of property sold, or of which title declared in Landed 
Estates Court in year (£1,21 7,027), it gives only about 3-2 per cent, in value of the estates 
recorded which might have been recorded. This proportion gives a measure of the 
working of the Record of Title Act in the year 1878. Of the 10 estates newly recorded 3 
were less than £1,000 in value, 7 were of £1,000 and under £10,000 in value and 
none were estimated at £10,000 and upwards. The proceedings under the Lan 
Debenture Act, 1865, were nil. The total number of estates the titles to which 
have been recorded in the Record of Title Office since its establishment m 1865, under 
Stat 28 & 29 Viet., c. 88, sec. 67, is 671. Deducting 5 re-transfers, the total .value ot 
the remainder (666) is stated to be £2,241,636. As the record of title is limited to 
cases of absolute title, the benefit of the machinery thus provided is lost mthe cases 
where it would be most appreciated— that of marketable titles, which after a lapse of 
time will become perfect. This principle was sanctioned for England and Wales by 
Lord Cairns’ Land Transfer and Title Act of 1875. i 

Bills of Sale are registered by the Master of the Queen’s Bench Division, and 
included in bis return of business at the Pleas side. They are grouped here -with 
other offices of registration, as the consolidation of the offices for registration has-been 
officially recommended. The number of bills of sale was 800,- as compared witn 574 
in 1877, and 446 in 1876, the figures indicating the pressure on debtors during the 



The law as to bills of sale in Ireland ‘has been allowed to fall behind the law as 
to bills of sale in England, but a Bill was introduced by Mr. Meldon, M.P., to remedy 



Registry of Dcols. 



tms aeiect. . , of7 „ 

The Registry of Deeds Office was first included in these statistics in 18/6. i 
Registry of Judgments Office had always been included as part of the proceedings o 
the° Superior Courts, and the Record of Title Office as part of the Landed Estates Court. 
The Scotch Judicial Statistics includes the Edinburgh Registry Office. 

How much more important the subject is as relates to the number of people affected 
by it in Ireland than in Scotland is shown by the fact that there were only 3,527 deeds 
registered in Scotland in IS 77, which would give for Irish proportion of population 
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about 5,300, while the number registered in Ireland in 1878 was 17,161, or nearly three Part H* 

, • Judicial 

times as many. 8 mm. 

The Registry of Deeds in Ireland is very similar to the local registry for each of the Q mlm i Adminis- 
three Ridings of Yorkshire, and for Middlesex in England. It was applied to the whole tration, of Justice. 
of Ireland so far back as 1707, shortly after the first Yorkshire Registry was established offices of 
in England. Interests below a 21 years’ lease are exempt from registration as to their Registration. 
creation, but not as to their transfer ; properties on the record of title do not require to Registry of Deeds, 
be registered at the Registry of Deeds Office. 

The difference between Ireland and England can be appreciated by supposing the 
Yorkshire system of registry by memorial applied to the whole of England and Wales, 
without any local register, and Lord Westbury’s Act still in force — the Irish Record of 
Title being substantially founded upon it, and Lord Cairns’ Land Transfer Act of 1875 
not applying to Ireland. 

The number of deeds registered in the year was 17,161, as compared with 16,144 in 
1S77, and 16,807 in 1876. Judgment Mortgages are included in this number; they 
amounted to 688, as compared with 520 in 1877, showing the pressure of debts. The 
searches made by the public were 6,647 ; those lodged for official search were 2,709, of 
which 1,542 were negative searches and 1,167 common searches. The proceedings in 
the office were all in a more complete state at the end of the year than at the beginning. 

The land index, which in 1S75 had only been made up to 20th July, and in 1876 to 1st 
of September, was complete to 4th of December, 1878 ; the abstract book, entered up to 
10th November, 1875, was on the 31st of December, 1876, entered up to the 11th 
December, and for the last two years to 18th December ; the negative searches lodged 
and not made were reduced from 31 in 1877, to 29, and the common searches increased 
from 12 to 24. The transcription of memorials was up to 22nd November, instead of 
6th November in 1876, and the names index up to the 31st of December. 

The negative searches made and ready for delivery and not taken out amounted to 
no less than 494, and the common searches in like position to 68. 

The system pursued in the Registry of Deeds Office has been under the consideration 
of the Irish Registry of Deeds Commission of 1878, expected to report in the present 
session. It was also taken into consideration in connexion with the Scotch and English, 
systems before the Select Committee of the House of Commons, which has reported. 

The costs taxed and certified were : In the Chancery Taxing Office, £87,781 ; in the Taxation of Costs 
Land Judges’ Taxing Office, £42,763, and in the Common Law Taxing Office, £46,216 ; Chancery, 
making in all £176,760. The corresponding figures for 1877 made a total of £177,471, 
being £91,370, £40,238, and £45,863 respectively, showing a diminution of £71 1 in " 
the total. The increase in Land Judges’ and diminution in Chancery costs would, in 
part, be caused by the transfer of Receiver Master’s business, which took place in 
April, 1878. 

The number of receivers transferred from the Receiver-Master to the Land Judges Administration . 
are returned as 415. 13 new receivers were appointed by the Land Judges and 9 by Receivers under 

other Judges. 1 *" d 

The officer keeps no record and makes no return of the year’s rental under the 
Court. 

The non-extension to Ireland of the reforms contained in the Lunacy Regulation Acts, 

1853 and 1862, which had been observed upon in earlier volumes of these statistics, 
was terminated by Lord O’Hagan ’s Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1871, Stat. 34, Vic., c. 22, and 
the General Orders in Lunacy of 12th July, 1871, founded thereon. 
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Central Adminis- 
tration of Justice. 

Administration. 

Lunacy Dopart- 

Four Courts. 



Scotch and Irish 
Lunacy jurisdic- 
tion compared. 



Probate and 
Matrimonial 
Division. 



Principal 

Registry. 



The chief business in the Lunacy Office in 1 878, compared with 1 871, ™ as follows 



Lunacy Office. 


1078. 


1877. 


I T878. e ’ 


Decrease, 

1878. 


Orders of the Lord Chancellor, 


333 


305 


28 


- 


Affidavits filed 


258 


244 


14 


18 


Reports of Master, .... 

„ Registrar, . . . • 


3 

43 


21 

17 


26 


Accounts taken by Land Judges, or 
Master, 


G1 


81 


- 


20 


„ Registrar, 


50 


13 


37 


“ 




£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


Gross income of Lunatics, 


119,373 


107,445 


11,928 


" 



This summary indicates an increase of 2S in orders, and ot 14 in amdavits. 

The number of lunatics under the control of Lord Chancellor at the close of 1878 was 
229, being 20 more than at the close of 1S77, and 75 more than at the end of 1871. 
This increase at the end of seven years is satisfactory evidence of the working of the 
Act ; still, when 631 lunatics were returned by Clerks of Petty Sessions as committed 
as dangerous within the year, and 141 were returned as admitted to private lunatic 
asylums, 24 is a small number to have been brought under the benefit of the protec- 
tion of the Court for their property and persons within the year. Of these, no luna- 
tics were found so by inquisition, the entire number (24) having been declared lunatic 
or persons of weak mind under the less expensive proceeding provided by the Act of 1 871 . 

In Scotland the number of lunatics whose property was protected by what are there 
called Judicial Factors, equivalent to our Committees, was, on an average of 5 years 
ended 1877, 371 ; this for the population in Ireland would give 560, so that the number 
of lunatics that have their property directly protected by law in Scotland is nearly 
three times the number in proportion to the population that are so protected in Irelan ^ 
The General Board of Lunacy Commissioners of Scotland, in their Report for 1875,* 
urge, nevertheless, the creation of local jurisdiction for the protection of propeity of 
lunatics whose property is worth less than £1,000. 

In Ireland when County Court Chairmen are deemed competent to appoint guardians 
of minors where property does not exceed £500, or land of the value of £30 a year, it 
is a great anomaly that they should not be considered competent to exercise a similar 
administrative jurisdiction for the protection of the property of poor lunatics. 

The jurisdiction of the Court of Probate in Ireland is similar to that of the English Court. 
The following is a summary of the business of the Court and the Principal Registry : 



Court op Probate— Principal Registry. 



Probates and administrations with Wills annexed, . 
Administrations without Wills, .... 



Total probates and administrations, 



Caveats, 

Causes, 

Trials by special jury, 
Trials by common jury, 
Causes heard by Judge, 
Motions, 

Petitions, 



Total amount of fees received, 
Total amount of taxed costs, 



1878. 


1877. 


Increase, 

1878. 


Decrease, 

1878. 


1,270 


1,226 


44 


- 


706 


856 


- 




1,976 


2,082 




106 




732 


_ 


14 


141 


172 


- 


31 


25 


22 




- 


17 


26 


- 




8 


11 


- 




282 


269 


13 


- 


4 


3 


1 






£ 


£ 


£ 


9,803 


10,092 


- 


1,289 


19,993 


16,561 


3,432 


T 



* “ We have repeatedly pointed out that there is a want of some economical and effective procedure for the 
administration of the property of lunatics when of small amount ; and we have stated in former reports that we 
would be «lad to see effect given to the suggestion contained in the fourth report of the Scotch Law Commissioners, 
„ 31 that in cases where the funds do not exceed £1,000, the authority to appoint a Curator, at present 
possessed exclusively by the Court of Sessions, should be extended to the Sheriff. —(Eighteenth Report of 
General Board of Commissioners of Lunacy for Scotland, 1S75 ; Par. Pap., 1870, c. 1504, p. In.; 

The Sheriff in Scotland corresponds to the County Court Judge in England and m Ireland. 
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It appears from these tables that there was a decrease in probates and letters of Part II. 

administration of 116, following an increase of 42 in 1877. The very small amount Judicial 

of contentious business — only 50 trials and causes heard by the Judge in relation to 

1,976 probates and administrations in the Central Registry — indicates the satisfactory 

working of the law of Wills and the probate jurisdiction for the class of cases disposed and Matrimonial 

of at the Principal Registry. Division . 

As to matrimonial causes and matters and proceedings under the Legitimacy Declara- Jurisdiction in 
tion Act (Ireland), 1868, it appears that there were 14 petitions filed in matrimonial Matrim onial 
causes and matters during the year; 10 citations were issued. There were 3 decrees 
for divorce a mensd et thoro, 1 decree for restitution of conjugal rights, and no decree 
of nullity of marriage. There were 18 motions and 8 causes heard in the year. 

There was no petition under the Legitimacy Act. 

A return received from the Comptroller of Stamp Duties shows that the Comptroller of 

amount of property under which probates and administrations were sworn at Central ® ta “P 8 ’ Return as 

... L, .... . to Property under 

and District Registries, taken together, m 1878 was £7,621,281. In a portion Probate, &c. 

of the population of England and Wales equal to Ireland in 1877 the property 
passing was £27,900,000, or nearly four times as much. The amount of duty 
received in Ireland was £145,433. 

The practice and procedure of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland was assimilated High Court of 
to that of the High Court of Admiralty in England in 1867. The Irish Court was not Admiralty. 
however, given any jurisdiction in prize cases, and the whole subsequent course of 
legislation as to local jurisdiction has been different. 

The causes instituted in the year were only 67, as compared with 81 in 1877, and 70 
in 1876. 

The motions and summonses were 138, judgments and decrees 15, and instruments 
prepared in the Registry 190 ; the corresponding figures in 1877 being 223, 24, and 262 
respectively, showing a decrease from a total of 509 to 343. 

Up to 1872 the law of Bankruptcy in Ireland differed from that in England, being Court of Bank- 
regulated by the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, passed in 1857. Between 1857 ruptcy. 
and 1872 alterations had been twice made in the law of Bankruptcy in England — in Bankruptcy. 

1861 and 1869. The reform in the Bankruptcy law of Ireland, in analogy to, though 
not in strict identity with, the English Act of 1869, was carried out by the Bankruptcy 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1872, which came into operation on 1st of January, 1873. 

In the follow^ summary the principal proceedings are compared with those of the 
preceding year : — 



Proceedings in Bankruptct. 


J 1878. 


J 1877. 


Increase, 
| 1878. 


D ' im - ' 


Petitions of Bankruptcy : 
By Creditors, 


239 


206 


33 




By Debtors, 


126 


121 


5 




Petitions for Arrangement, 


433 


333 


100 




Sittings before the Court, . 


7,522 


7,027 


495 




Sittings before the Chief Registrar, 


3,862 


3,901 




39 



It appears that the number of petitions of Bankruptcy in 1878 was 365, showing an 
increase of 38 on the number, 327, in 1877. The petitions for arrangement showed an 
increase of 100, from 333 to 433. 

Although Insolvency jurisdiction was thus abolished from 1st of January, 1873, by Insolvency, 
the Debtors (Ireland) Act of 1872, there were still, at the end of five years’ proceedings 

I 
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Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Central Adminis- 
tration of Justice. 



Insolvency. 



ia winding up the cases previously in the Court, nearly as numerous as in the 



Proceedings in Insolvency. 


1878. | 


1877. 




Uecreaie, 

1878. 


Petitions in which dividends were declared, . . .. 

Sittings before the Court in Dublin for all purposes m Insolvency, . 
before the Chief Clerk, 


17 

37 1 
67 


21 

27 

73 




l 10 


4 

6 

1_ 



Accountant- 
General’s Office. 
In Probate. 

In Chancery. 



In Bankruptcy. 
Law Taxes. 



Appellate 

Jurisdiction. 



Supreme Court of 
Appeal in Ireland. 



in four accounts ; in 1877 the amount was £ 6 , 177. 

In Chancery the balance was as follows 

nS",rS. 

Balance at the end of year, . . *5,650,753 1=5,794,806 1=355,946 

The Accountant-General might he appointed under the Act of 1857 for the Court of 
Bankruptcy also, but this provision seems never to have had practical operation. _ 

A Return has been obtained from the Inland Revenue of the Law Taxes levied m 
connexion with High Court of Justice. Under the Judicature Act the consolidation 
of the offices consequent upon it are to be carried into effect before the 1st of December 
next ; when that has been done it will be possible to give a very condensed view of the 
cost of the staff and the taxes levied in ease of their payment. 

The Supreme Court of Appeal in Ireland, consisting of the Lord Chancellor, the three 
chiefs of the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions, the Master of the 
Rolls, and the two Lords Justices of Appeal, have taken the place of the Chancery 
Appeal Court, the Exchequer Chamber, and Court for Land Cases Reserved. 

The Proceedings in 1878 are compared with those in the previous Courts in 1877, 
in the following table. 



Irish Supreme Court of Appeal. 



Set clown for Argument, 

Appeals from : 

Chancery division, and Bankruptcy, 
Queen’s Bench, . 

Common Pleas, . 

Exchequer, 

Land Cases Reserved, . 

Registry of Appeals, 









Decrease 


In 1878. 


Appeal Couits 

iii 1877. 


1878. 


1878. 


93 


53 


40 


- 




24 




1 


22 


6 




- 




15 




- 


20 

1 

1 


8 


1 


" 



The previous Appeal Courts ended witn iu remanetb, o m v/aa«.uw J rv ’ 

6 in the Exchequer Chamber, and 1 in Land Cases Reserved. The arrears in the 
Exchequer Chamber arose from the small amount of cases heard ; only 7 cases weie 
disposed of out of 37. 

In the new Court of Appeal the remanets are no less than 31, a very large proportion 
of 93 cases for argument. 

The new Court of Appeal, though having so much business cast upon it, cannot sit so 
long as the Chancery Appeal Court. For iustead of temporary arrangements having 
been made to meet the present Probate Judge and senior Laud Judge not being liahl 
to go circuit, the Lords Justice of Appeal are both liable to go circuit ; again, the plan 
„f having the Supreme Appeal Court sitting in two concurrent branches of three 
Imtes each has not been found convenient to carry into effect without deranging 
other judicial business. 
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The Court for Crown Cases reserved has been already noticed in connexion with the Paut 1L 

Criminal Statistics. There were 3 cases reserved for the Judges of the Queen’s Bench Judicial 

Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions as to presentments and other cases not within S ' r ™ cs ’ 

11 and 12 Victoria, c. 78. Two of the cases were heard, and in one the argument iTJolofjmiice. 
stands over. ' _I 

„ The Privy Council in Ireland heard appeals against Fishery bye-laws, and applications jtZSL. 

for change of days in fairs. There were 2 applications as to burial-grounds remaining _ 

from 1876, and pending at the close of 1877, still pending at the close of 1878, as 
compared with 3 at the close of 1876. There were 4 appeals against bye-laws made 
by the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries, one bye-law was confirmed, one disallowed or Common Hoa” ’ 
varied, and two pending at close of year; two appeals from decisions of Commissioners SSyST" 
or Referees as to bridges ; the three orders were disallowed. Privy Council, 

The appeal from Ireland in an Admiralty case from the Court of Appeal in Chancery Ireland '. ' 
to Her Majesty in Council, 24th September, 1877, at the end of 1878 was still 0*mS'“ y ' n 
pending. 

The number of appeals from Ireland to the House of Lords in 1878 was 2, making House of Lords, 
with 4 causes which remained effective for hearing at the end of 1877, in all 6. One 
judgment of the Court of Chancery Appeal was affirmed, and one was reversed; one of 
the Exchequer Chamber was affirmed and two were reversed; one case remained 
undisposed of. 

II— LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE — LARGER DISTRICTS. Local AdminUtra- 

tion of Justice — 

The tables in this part are arranged chiefly according to the degree of localization Lar( J e r Disl rwls - 
carried out in the different jurisdictions. 

In England and Wales 37 of the County Courts have local Admiralty jurisdiction. 

This would give for the Irish amount of population 8. There are, however, only 2 
local Admiralty Courts in Ireland— at Belfast and Cork— although there is a power of 
creating more. 

While such a large extent of assimilation has been effected by the Irish Judicature Difference in 
Act, in one important respect the English Act was not extended to Ireland. No En S lish and [risk 
provision having been made corresponding to the 60tli Section of the ■ English 
Judicature Act of 1873, for having District Registries of the High Court of Justice, JJjj* <>•«*»•» 
for the reason recited in the Act that “ it was expedient, in order to facilitate the pro- 
secution in country districts of such proceedings as might be more speedily, cheaply, and 
conveniently carried out therein.” The Registrars “are empowered to administer, oaths 
and to perform such other duties in respect of any proceedings pending in the 
High Court of Justice or in Her Majesty’s Court of Appeal, as may be from time to. 
time assigned to them by Rules of Court or any special orders of the Court.” 

The District Registrars are 74 in number, 70 County Court Registrars, and 4 
Prothonotaries of Local Courts, which would give in a portion of the population equal 
to that of Ireland about 16. As there are 11 District Registries of the Probate 
Division of the High Court in Ireland, the districts of these officers correspond in 
population very closely to the districts of the new officers in England. The English 
system could thus be substantially extended to Ireland by attaching new duties to the 
Probate Registrars, who are already officers of the High Court, without creating any 
new offices. 

The Report of the English Judicial Statistics for 1877 shows the working of the 
system and its effect upon the central offices. 

In the English Local Registries there were issued in year ended 31st October, 1877, 

32,957 summonses for the commencement of actions.. This added to those in the. 

I 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




G4 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Larger Districts. 



Comparative 
degree of Localiza- 
tion of J urisdiction 
in Ireland, 
England, and 
Scotland. 



Local Bankruptcy 
Jurisdiction in 
Scotland and 
England. 



Local Courts of 
Admiralty. 



^The small amount of contentious business really affected by this new jurisdiction 
is shown from the fact that from Local Registries only 360 actions were Werred to 
London and 209 remitted to the county courts. The executions were , 

^ 0n ° , • t i •„ 1 077 ij A 9 fi_makes 21,409. showing an increase of G, 241 

added to those m London in 1877-14,426 ***»*, . o( centra l 

on the number of executions m 1874 (15,168) or 41 percent., me 

executions (742) to make up the total of local executions above refeired to, 6,983 , 

““l^Ztt increased facilities in'local Jurisdiction, while largely 
increasing the total amount of law business, has a very moderate effect on the 

C ml C reMstrict Registrars of the Probate Divisions have not been used 1 for the 

other Divisions, they have not, like the corresponding officers in Scotland, he 
Commissary Clerks, been amalgamated with the Clerk of the Clown an eaee, 
"nlto the Sheriff Clerk in Scotland. The Scotch have thus 4 towns if not 54 

more* modern onf into Counties or Ridings or Divisions of Counties for the exercise of 
- 54 \ 

coi respond 0 . T , n( ] before 1873 Now, however, there is practically no 

Jurisdiction was exercised in Ireland betore i»/o. inow, 

local Bankruptcy Jurisdiction in Ireland. ■ 

In En eland and Wales the County Courts are held in 499 towns. s won gi 
111 towns for Irish amount of population, and Irish Land Sessions are 

to ^S"^r£din54 towns for administration and ordina. 
Jurisdiction in 80 towns for Debt Recovery Courts, and in 107 for Small Debt Courts. 
ThU would give for Irish amount of population 81, 120, and 160 towns The ordinary 
Civil Bill, J urisdiction of the Irish County Courts, is exercised in 157 towns 
If the Sub-Sheriffs were made permanent, and, as m Sco an , oonso , 

Clerk of Crown and Peace, so as to strengthen the Local Staff, just as the High Badiff is 
being consolidated with the Registrar of the County Courts in England, and tof y 

Sessfons Clerks in such of the 157 towns where the Count, Court is he d other than 
the County Towns, were made officers of the County Courts the degree of locahzation of 
jurisdiction which prevails in Scotland and England might be conveniently extended 
Ireland. 

The extension of the Admiralty jurisdiction to Belfast and Cork has been . very 
successful ; just meeting the class of cases where it would be a denial of ^ 

jurisdiction did not exist. In Belfast, 12 actions for £48 each on an average, and in 
Cork, 9 for £191 each on an average. 

In the 37 Local Admiralty Courts in England there were 371 cases, or 10 m each Court 
in the year. The jurisdiction is there extended, not on account of the business, but for 
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the convenience of suitors, and as the want ot the local j urisdiction was complained of by 
the foreign Consuls in their application to High Court of Admiralty (Ireland) Commis- 
sion in 1869, there appears no reason why there should not be, as in England, Local 
A dm iralty jurisdiction in every port where foreign vessels deliver cargoes. Having ‘the 
local jurisdiction in one port, and not in another, gives an advantage of one port over 



There has been a falling off (136) in the number of wills proved and letters of adminis- Small number of 

v ^ . i ... ■ cc,-\k probates of wills 

tration granted in 1878 at the District Registries, as compared with an increase ot 2 15 and inters of 

in 1877. The aggregate number at both Central and District Registries (4,507) is ^ministration m 
1,094 above the number (3,413) in 1869 — the year before the Land Act of 1870 was 
passed. Of this increase, 904 occurred in the District Registries, and only 190 in the 
Central Registry, which is also the Local Registry for the Counties of Dublin, Kildare, 

Meath, and Wicklow. This number (4,507) still falls far short of 35,000, the estimated 
number of persons dying in Ireland in a year who could or did make a will, showing the 
large room there is for increased business if the proving of wills was made as cheap and 
convenient as it might be. 

The Intestate Widows Acts of 1873 and 1874 have failed to meet this evil. There Inferiority of the 

Intestate Widows 

were only 26 proceedings in the year 1878. Acts to thecor- 

The Acts are very inferior to the concurrent and subsequent Scotch Acts, 36 & 37 
Vic., c. 52; 38 & 39 Vic., c. 27. (1) The Scotch Acts provide the cheap proceeding for a8 compared with 

property up to £150. In Ireland the limit is £100. (2) The Scotch Acts extend to 

wills. The Irish are limited to intestacies. (3) The Scotch Acts prescribe the course to proving wills, 
be pursued and supply the appropriate forms. (4) The Scotch Acts limit the cases by 
value only. The Irish, adopting a lower limit of value, excludes from the benefit of the 
reform those who reside within three miles of the office. 

The stringency of the Probate Court Rules check cases under these Acts. They pro- 
hibit proceedings before the Clerk of the Peace if the person applying happens to attend 
with professional aid or assistance, or if a professional or other agent appears in the 
matter, or if an application has necessarily to be made to the Court in respect of the 
case, or where papers appear verified otherwise than before the Clerk of the Peace, or 
in his office, before a Commissioner of the Court of Probate. 

The reform is, besides, on too narrow a basis. Adopted on the principle of getting 
over the too large districts of the Probate Registries for the Poor, it falls short of the 



Court op Probate— District Registries. 


1878. 


1877. 


In i87!t e ’ 


Decrease, 

1878. 














1,338 




- 


85 


Letters of administration — (Intestate Widows’ Acts) 


26 




5 


- 


— others, 










Letters of administration with the Will annexed, 


229 






- 


Granted under direction of Judge : 










Probates, 










Letters of administration, ..... 






- 




Letters of administration with the Will annexed, 


4 




- 




Granted on Decrees of County Court J udges : 










Probates, 








_ 


Letters of administration, ..... 








~ 


Recalled or varied : 










Probates, 




- 




- 


Letters of administration, 










Total, 


2,531 


2,667 


- 


136 




£ 


£ 


£ 




Total amount of fees received, . 


9,855 


9,637 


218 
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Judicial amoun t of localization to really meet the case of properties under XI 50. Instead of 

Statistics. utilizing the Clerks of the 600 Petit Sessions Courts, giving a really local machinery for 

Local IdminUira - P 001 P eo P^ e » the 40 Clerks of the Peace alone are used. 

{^Larger ^ Districts -^e l° ca l arrangements on the matter of proving wills are, as already shown, 

’ in advance of the Irish. 

The conferring of limited contentious probate jurisdiction on the County Courts 
in Ireland by the Act of 1877, lays the foundation for the Scotch system as to smaller 
Registrars’ districts coinciding with the districts of the County Courts, being adopted. 
Proceedings on There are 6 circuits in Ireland held in 31 towns. Six of these towns are counties of 
cities and towns with distinct Grand and Petit Juries and Officers. The Grand and 
Jury trials. Petit J urors of the county of the tow n of Carrickfergus are brought eight miles to 

Belfast for assize purposes. 

There was a falling off in actions tried of 121 — from 411 in 1877 to 291 in 1878, or 
29 per cent. In Jury trials in Dublin the falling of was only 19 per cent. — from 265 
to 215. 

The improved practice in Dublin allowing the time of trials to be more conveniently 
regulated, has specially affected the number of trials at the last town on circuit when 
too late for the after sittings. 

Appeals from The Appeal business on circuit increased from 637 cases entered in 1877 to 683 in 1878 

County Court , . . 

• Judges. — or 46 m number. 

There has been an increase in the Appeal business ever since 1870, when the number 
was ’only 365. 

This increase of appeals in recent years has arisen from three causes, first of all the 
important class of cases — appeals under the Land Act; these were 71 in number. 
Secondly, the number of causes remitted from the High Court under the Common Law 
Procedure Amendment Act (Ireland) 1870, has increased, and those entered for hearing 
below alone have also increased, since the County Court Judge is not limited to the X40, 
his jurisdiction having been directly increased to £50, and not limited to that if the facts 
should warrant a larger amount. Thirdly, the number of Civil Bill decrees other than 
by consent, and dismisses on the merits have increased. 1870 is the best year to take to 
measure the effect of all these causes, and two of them commenced in 1871. Deducting 
the land appeals, the other appeals from the County Court Judges were in 1878, 61 2-. 
In 1870 the corresponding number was 365. The decrees other than by consent were 
in ejectments and proceedings as to land in 1870 ; 2,391, and in other cases 39,684, or 
42,075 in all. The dismisses on the merits were 3,423. The 419 judgments for defendant , 
in ejectments, &c., are not classed, but, assuming them to be in the same proportion as 
other Civil Bills, they would be 170. This makes the total decisions of County Court 
Judges in 1870 from which the appeals were taken 45,668, so that the appeals wore only 
80 in the 10,000 ; in 1877 when the appeals had inci’eased to 524, the cases of the same 
class that might be appealed against had increased so largely that the appeals fell to 78 
in the 10,000. In the 1878 the proportion was 78 in the 10,000. 

When it is considered that what are called appeals are really rehearings, at which 
defects in evidence at hearing below may be supplied, it is impossible to look on the 
figures as any accurate measure of the concurrence or non-concurrence of the appellate 
judges with the decisions below, considering the promptness with which the cases are 
prepared and tried, the remarkable point is that 9,920 out of 10,000 decisions are 
acquiesced, in. That the proportion should only change from 9,920 in 1870 to 9,922 in 
1 877, is a more reassuring way of stating the facts and one more acceptable to the Judges, 
who are occasionally overruled, than the unexplained statement in the last report that 
the judicial business on circuit had increased by reason of an increase of appeals from 
County Court Judges, from 365 in 1870 to 637 in 1877. 
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The number of presentments fiated by the Judges on circuit have been omitted from Part II. 
the present volume. There were 5 objections to Presentments heard by Judges, and 6 Statistics 
special directions given. 

The transfer of the auditing of Grand Jury accounts from the judicial charge of the 
Receiver Master to the official chai’ge of the Local Government Board has altered the Larger Districts. 
relative importance of this branch of circuit business, and as the presentments are 
passed as of course unless objected to, the number of presentments does not represent Presentments 
, . . ..... ' fiated on circuit, 

distinct judicial acts. 

The railway traverses against the award of valuators for compensation for land, under Railway and other 
the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851, which have been returned, were only 5 in number circuit!* 28 ° n 
£3,284 was claimed, and £889 found by verdict. The traverses other than railway 
traverses in 1878 returned, were 44 in number — £5,330 was claimed, and £1,696 found 
by verdict. 

The memorials from persons fined for non-attendance as Jurors, fell from 248 in 1877 to Pines on Jurors 
144 in 1878. The fines in cases heard fell from £481 to £288, of which £283 was remitted, on circuit ' 
only leaving £5 imposed, as compared with £467 remitted and £14 imposed in 1877. 

In connexion with the falling off in the number of Jury trials, the pressure on 
Jurors to attend and answer their names whether required or not, and before the 
day on which they are actually required, and the amount of fines levied on J urors, 
and costs of applications to have fines remitted, is not to be lost sight of. 

Returns have been obtained from the Process Servers, who are appointed under County Courts. 
statute by the Chairmen, and whose salary is annually voted by Parliament. Out of p rocess serve d. 
the entire number of 841 Process Servers, all but 67, or 8 per cent., have made returns. 

The Civil Bill ejectments served by these officers are 8,381, as compared with 6,738 
in 1877 ; the number of replevins 179, as compared with 124 in 1876 ; and the number 
of other civil bills 309,634, as compared with 300,564 in 1877. 

The statistics of proceedings in the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Courts of 
Recorders have been returned since 1872 by collecting into one table all suits entered, 
whether ejectments, causes remitted from the Superior Courts, special jurisdiction of Proceedings other 
Recorders, or other suits. In the preceding volumes these were contained in four tables. Land^efsionsy ° F 

In ejectments entered there was an increase of 1,559, following an increase of 320, Ejectments, 
and a decrease of 617 in 1876. 



Ejectments Entered. 

For 1878, ; . 7,501 

For 1877, . . 5,942 

Increase in 1878, , 1,559 



In cases remitted from the Superior Courts which were entered below there 
was an increase from 124 in 1877, to 257 in 1878. In other suits there was an increase 
from 112,734 in 1877 to 121,016 in 1878. In the gross amount decreed there has been an 
increase from £408,569 in- 1877 to £499,149 in 1878. There were only 1 76 cases 
disposed of by a jury. The decrees other than by consent were 74,318; the decrees 
by consent were 3,275, making total decrees 77,593, and the total dismisses were 10,587, 
of which 6,015 were without prejudice. 

The amount decreed in the Civil Bill Courts in 1S78 was £89,249 in ejectment 
cases, and £409,900 in other suits, making £499,149, and including £17,063 at Land 
Sessions, £516,209 in all. The costs adjudged to plaintiffs amounted to £66,034, and 
to defendants to £6,871. 

The equitable jurisdiction conferred on the Irish County Courts by the Act of 1877 Local equitable 
has, in. the first year, far exceeded the amount of County Court equitable business 
in an equal population in England and Wales, where the jurisdiction has existed since 
1865. The Irish cases were 330, as compared with 136 in same population in England. 
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Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Larger Districts. 

County Courts. 

Local equitable 
actions or 
proceedings. 

Land Sessions. 



There was, too, a corresponding excess in the amount of the subject matter in dispute. 
The aggregate of this was in Ireland £47,587, as compared with £19,102 in an equal 
population in England. These figures show the boon which this extension of jurisdiction 
has conferred on the humbler class of suitors. 

The statistics as to the proceedings under the Landlord and Tenant Act, passed in 
1870, are shown in the following table : — 



Cases disposed of at Land Sessions. 


1878. 


1877. 


Increase in 
1878. 


Decrease in 

1878. 


Total number of cases, 


557 


598 


- 


41 


Confirmation of leases, 


38 


14 


24 


_ 


Registration of improvements, 


5 


5 


- 


- 


Other cases, . . 








65 


Decrees, 


173 


166 


7 


_ 


Dismisses, 


68 


133 


- 


65 


Unaccounted for, 


- 


28 


- 


28 


Otherwise disposed of, 


225 


252 


- 


27 


Pending at end of year, 


48 


“ 


48 





It appears from this table that the decrease in the number of cases was 41, from 
598 in 1877 to 557 in 1873. This, however, followed an increase of 106 cases in 1877. 

The proportion of dismisses and decrees was 28 to 72 per cent., corresponding to the 
proportion, in 1876, which was 27 to 73 per cent., indicating that the proportion of 44 to 
56 in 1877, noticed specially last year, was exceptional. 

There was a remarkable increase in the number of leases confirmed, from 9 in 1876 
to 14 in 1877 and to 38 in 1878, indicating that this important remedial part of the 
Land Act, in cases of contract, was coming into more active and beneficial operation. 

In the following table the proportion of decrees and dismisses in cases other than 
confirmation of leases, or registration of improvements, in each province and each 
county is shown : — 

Cases under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act in 1878. 
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Cases under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act in 1878 — continued . 



Leinster : 
Carlow, 
Dublin, 
Kildare, 
Kilkenny, 
King’s, 
Longford, 
Louth, 
Meath, 
Queen’s, 
Westmeath, 
Wexford, 
Wicklow, 



Total of Leinster, 



Connaught : 
Galway, 
-Leitrim, 



Total of Connaught, 
Total of Ireland, 



17 

30 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Larger Districts. 

County Courts. 

Land Sessions. 



The decrease of land cases in 1878 of 41 is accounted for by a decrease of 45 in 
Connaught, and 47 in Ulster. The Connaught decrease arose from a decrease of 43 
cases in Roscommon, following an increase of 55 cases there in the preceding year. 
The decrease in Ulster arose from 47 cases in Londonderry, following an increase of 
34 there in the preceding year. 

If the total number of land cases entered, 514, be compared with the 526,000 agri- 
cultural holdings at yearly tenancies, it gives about the proportion of one in every 
1,000 holdings on an average. 

In the 34 per cent, of cases in which there were decrees, the total amount adjudged 
on the decrees was £17,063, being £1,662 more than £15,401, the amount for which 
decrees were given in 1877. 

The following table shows the distribution of the amount in the different provinces, in 
1878 and in 1877 for comparison : — 



Decrees at Land Sessions, i 


Gross A 
Dec 


mount of 


Number of Decrees. 


j Average Gross Sum adjudged 


1878. 


1877. 


1878. 


1877. 


1878. 


1877. 




£ 


£ 






£ 


£ 


Total of Ireland, 


17,063 


15,401 


173 , 


166 


98 






3,080 


3,233 


29 


28 


106 


115 




8,305 


8,877 


78 


83 


106 






3,830 


2,290 


32 


38 


120 




Connaught, 


1,848 


1,001 


34 


17 




59 



It appears from this table that the average gross amount awarded, without deducting 
allowances for set-off to landlord, for dilapidation, rent, &c., was in all Ireland £98, as 
compared with £92 in 1877, and £96 in 1875; in Ulster it was £106, as compared 
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Part II. with £115 in 18 77, and £128 in 1875 ; in Leinster it was £116, as compared with. £115 

Statistics. in 1877, and £93 in 1875; in Munster it was £120, as compared with £60 in 1877, and 

, ~ — . . £67 in 1875 ; and in Connaught £54, as compared with £59 in 1877, and £68 in 1875. 

ocal Admmislra- 

lion of Justice. The average for all Ireland, of £98 in 1878, is £11 above the average of the seven 

C'oJJcouH,. y ears ’ 1871 t0 1877 > wiich was £S7 ' 

. ' 7 The statistics of the whole eight years indicate that the farms in respect of which the 

ind Sessions. . 1 

claims are made are of a small class. 



Grounds of 
compensation. 



The next most important figures are those indicating the proportion of proceedings 
under the different grounds of compensation recognised by the Act. 



In the following table the amount of compensation adjudged under each ground of 
compensation is shown as to £17,063 in 1878, and as to £15,401 in 1877 : — 



Classification of Gross Amount adjudged in Decrees at 




-■ 


Per 


-*• 




1878. 1 


1877. 


1878. 


1877. 


Gross sum adjudged, ..... 


£ 

17,063 


£ 

15,401 


100 


100 


For Tenant-right and Incoming Payments, 


5,969 ! 


5,152 


35-0 


33-5 


„ Loss on quitting holding alone, . 


3,853 


3,129 


22-6 


20-3 


„ Improvements alone, .... 

„ Loss on quitting holding and Improvements 
together, . . . . . j 


3,667 


3,528 


21-5 


23-0 


3,574 


3,592 


20-9 


23-2 



Taking the province of Ulster alone, the sum adjudged was distributed in these 
proportions : — 



Classification of Gross Amount decreed in Ulster. 


Amount. 


Per cent. 


1878. 


1877. 


1878. 


1877. 




£ 


£ 






Gross sum adjudged in counties where classification returned, 


8,305 


8,877 


100 


100 


For Ulster Tenant-right, .... 


5,969 


5,152 


72 


59 


,, Loss on quitting holding and Improvements together, 


1,219 


2,436 


15 


26 


„ Loss on quitting holding alone, . . . 1 


643 


963 


8 


11 


„ Improvements alone, 


474 


326 | 


5 


4 



It appears from these figures that the class under which the largest aggregate 
amount was decreed in 1878 — the Ulster tenant-right custom — was 72 per cent., as 
compared with an average of 58 per cent, for the 6 preceding years. 

For the year 1877 some columns were added to the returns as to the working of 
the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act of 1870, and have been continued in the 
Returns for 1878. 



It appears from these that the total sum claimed in all land cases was £176 957. 
This gives for the 514 cases an average amount of £344, as compared with £425 in 1877. 

Of this total sum, £88,569 was in cases disposed of otherwise than by decreee or 
dismiss, £23,610 was in cases pending at close of year and £16,237 was in cases 
dismissed, leaving only £48,541 in cases where decrees were made. 

The new columns further show the amount added upon appeal by the Judge of 
Assize or Judge of ;tlie Consolidated Jury Court in Dublin, and also the amount 
reduced upon appeal. 

From the information thus obtained, the following Table has been constructed, 
showing the distribution of the £48,541 claimed in cases where decrees made into 
provinces and counties, with the amount decreed added on appeal or reduced on appeal 
in each province and county, and with the proportions for all Ireland and for each 
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province and county of the amount decreed, added on appeal or reduced on appeal, to 
the amount claimed. 



Proceedings under Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870. 



Pbovince 




Amount 




Claimed of Amount 


County. 


Claimed where 
Decrees made. 


Decreed. 


Added on 
AppeaL 


Reduced on 


Decreed. 


Added on 
Appeal. 


Reduced on 
Appeal. 


Ireland, 


£ 

48,541 


£ - 
17,063 


£ 

2,941 


£ 

1,399 


Per cent. 
35 


Percent. 

0-6 


Per cent. 
2-9 


Ulster, . 


25,935 


8,305 


247 


607 


32 


10 


2-3 


Tyrone, . 


5,727 


2,131 

739 


65 


_ 


37 


11 




Donegal, 


5,344 


- 


92 


14 


_ 


0-2 


Cavan, . 


2,731 


538 


_ 


_ 


20 


_ 


_ 


Fermanagh, . 


2,729 


637 


5 


_ 


23 


0-2 




2,541 


1,048 


_ 


_ 


41 


_ 


_ 


Antrim, 


2,388 


1,292 


177 


_ 


54 


7-4 


_ 


Monaghan, 


1,950 


244 


_ 


15 


12 


_ 


0-8 


Armagh, 


1,283 


381 


- 


- 


30 


- 


_ 


Londonderry, . 


1,242 


1,295 


- 


500 


100 


- 


39 


Munster, 


11,892 


3,830 


- 


549 


32 


- 


0-5 


Cork, W. R., . 


4,089 


743 


_ 




18 






Waterford, 


3,135 


1,070 


20 


236 


34 


0-1 


7 


Kerry, . 


1,572 


714 


_ 


16 


46 


_ 


1 


Clare, . 


1,308 


626 


_ 


196 


47 


_ 


15 


Cork, E. R . 


1,088 


469 


25 


101 


43 


2-3 


9 


Limerick, 


664 


203 


- 


_ 


30 


_ 


_ 


Tipperary, 


36 


. 5 


“ 


- 


14 


- 


- 


Leinster, 


6,601 


3,080 


45 


158 


46 


0-7 


2-3 


Wexford, 


2,751 


1,086 


_ 


150 


39 


_ 


5 


Longford, 

Kilkenny, 


1,094 


528 


_ 


_ 


48 


_ 


_ 


846 


475 


- 


8 


56 


_ 


1 


Meath, . 


566 


235 


- 


_ 


41 


_ 


_ 


W icklow, 


530 


530 


_ 


_ 


100 


_ 


_ 


Westmeath, . 


457 


113 


_ 


_ 


24 


_ 


_ 


Queen’s County, 


219 


30 


- 


_ 


14 


- 


_ 


Louth, . 


110 


70 


— 


_ 


64 


_ 


_ 


King’s County, 


88 


13 


- 


- 


15 


- 


_ 


Kildare, 


— 


- 


— 


— 


- 


- 


_ 


Dublin, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


Carlow, . 




- 








- 


- 


Connaught, . 


4,053 


1,848 


2 


25 


46 


0-1 


0-6 


Roscommon, . 


1,802 


679 


_ 


25 


36 


_ 


1 


Mayo, . 


850 


392 


2 


- 


46 


0-3 


_ 




691 


337 


- 


- 


49 


_ 


_ 


Leitrim, . 


397 


381 


- 


_ 


96 


- 


_ 


Galway, . 


253 


59 




“ 


23 
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It appears from this Table that in all Ireland the amount decreed, £17,063, was 
35 per cent, of the amount claimed in cases where decrees were made — £48,541 ; that 
the addition on appeal of £294 was 0'6 per cent, of this amount, and what was struck 
off on appeal, £1,339, was only 2 - 9 per cent, of this amount, making the net sum 
decreed £16,018, or 35 per cent, of the amount claimed. 

In Ulster, the amount decreed was 32 per cent, on the amount claimed, and it 
was raised on appeal by 1*0 per cent., and reduced by 2-3 per cent., thus raising the 
final amount decreed to 31 per cent. 

The largest increase on appeal was in Antrim — £177 on £1,292 — reducing the 
proportion decreed from 54 to 61 per cent. The largest reduction on appeal was in 
Londonderry, of £560 on £1,295 decreed, reducing the per-centage of sum decreed to 
sum claimed from 100 per cent, to 61 per cent. 
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The per-centages of sums decreed to sums claimed in the different provinces, as 
revised on appeal are : — Connaught, 46 per cent. ; Munster, 45 per cent. ; Leinster, 35 
per cent. ; and Ulster, 31 per cent., as compared with all Ireland, 35 per cent. 

The following is a summary of the returns of Sheriffs of Counties'and of Counties of 
Cities and Towns included in the table with respect to the execution of eject- 



County Courts, ments : — 



Sheriffs' 

Proceedings. 

Ejectments 

executed. Provinces. 


N UMBETl OP 

Holdings in 
1863 

One Statute 


Ejectments f 
Non-payment of 


'rent. 


Other Ejectments. 


■ Total : 
^Ejectments 


N umber 

10,000 

Holdings 

exceeding 

One 

Statute 


Total. 


Writs of 
Habere of 
High Court 
of Justice. 


Civil Bill 
Ejectments. 


Total. 


Writs of | 
Habere of 
High Court 
of Justice. 


Civil Bill ! 
Ejectments. 




98,125 


507 


125 ' 


382 


160 


46 


114 


667 


68 




100,816 


449 1 


169 


280 


210 


76 


134 








113,997 


336 


22 


314 


117 


4 


113 






Ulster, 


189,184 


457 


29 


428 


281 


51 


230 






Total, . 


502,122 | 


1,749 


345 


1,404 : 


768 


177 


591 


2,517 


50 



* Thom’s Statistics of Ireland, 1874, p. 782. 



From this table it appears that in 1878 there were 2,517 ejectments executed by 
Sheriffs in Ireland, showing an increase of 5 6 6, following an increase of 112 in 1877, as con- 
trasted with a decrease of 280 in 1876. The last column in the above table shows the 
proportion of ejectments to the holdings exceeding 1 statute acre; and it appears that 
this was highest in Leinster, where the- proportion was 68 in every 10,000 of the 
holdings, and lowest in Ulster, where it was 39 in an equal number of holdings. 

In order to include Petty Sessions cases, and so obtain the total number of ejectments, 
large and small, executed in Ireland during the year, it is necessary to add to the 
number (2,517), given in the above summary, the number (459) ‘of warrants issued at 
Petty Sessions against cottier tenants for waste, non-payment of rent, and overholding, 
under sections 84, 85 and 86 of Statute 23 & 24 Yic.,c. 154, and the number (8,403) of 
warrants against overholding weekly tenants in towns, under Statute 14 &, 15 Vic., 
c. 92, sec. 15. This gives a total of 11,379 as the number of ejectments for execution in 
Ireland in 1878, being an increase of 1,262, following an increase of 1,762 in L877 . 

Of the number of ejectments given in the above summary as executed, it appears that 
1,749 were for non-payment of rent, showing an increase of 426, following an increase 
of 54 in the preceding year, and a decrease, 198 in 1876. The “other ejectments ” show 
an increase of 140, and the number is now largely in excess of the number (373) 
in 1872. In connexion with the increase of “other ejectments” the large increase 
of writs of fieri facias is to be borne in mind, as, in the case of a sale under one 
of these writs, the process of recovering possession, if refused, is for the purchaser 
from the Sheriff to bring an ejectment. These proceedings, arising out of writs sued out 
by the creditors of the tenant, have nothing to do with the relation of landlord and. tenant. 

A suggestion having been made that the Judicial Statistics should distinguish those 
ejectments other than for non-payment of rent that were between landlord and 
tenant, and those that were by tenants’ creditors, or otherwise on title, a column 
was added to the return for 1876, and it appears that out of 768 ejectments (other than 
for non-payment of rent) executed, 140 (or 18 per cent.) were not. landlords’ ejectments, 
and 628 (82 per cent.) were landlords’ ejectments. 

In the case of cottier tenants and tenants in towns, it appears that the total number 
of ejectments was 8,862, showing an increase of 796, following a increase of 1,660 in 1877, 
and a decrease of 82 in 1876. The increases were concurrent, with considerable pressure 
on the poor as indicated by the increase of poor relief at the end of 1878 and 1877. 
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It further appears from the statistics that the proportion of ejectments and Civil 
Bill decrees and dismisses executed by the Sheriffs and by Special Bailiffs was as 
follows : — 



Executed by 


Ejectments. 


Proceedings ; 
unconnected with | 


Total. 


Higli Court of 
Justice. 


Civil Bills. 


Land, Civil Bill | 
Decrees and 
Dismisses. 


Sheriffs, 


444 | 


1,995 


15,360 ' 


17,799 


Special Bailiffs, . 


78 


— 


6,318 


6,396 


Total, . 


522 


1,995 


21,678 


24,195 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



Local Administra- 
tion of J uslice — 
Larger Districts. 



Sheriffs 

Proceedings. 



The proceedings of Sheriffs in 1878 other than those having relation 
summoned, and than those above referred to, are returned as follows : — 

Number, 

1878. 

Courts held under Writ of Trial or Inquiry, . . . .19 

„ for Compensation under Lands Clauses, Companies Act, &c., 12 

Posse Comitatus taken, ..... . . 35 

Writs of Execution from High Court of Justice — Fieri facias, . . 5,675 

„ „ „ Capias ad satisfaciendum, . 7 

Application to Court in Interpleader, ..... 48 

Replevin Bonds and Affidavits of value, . . . .13 

Decrees or Processes executed, viz. : — 

Writs of Habere executed by consent without disturbing Under-Tenant, 85 

Number of Under-Tenants acknowledging in such cases, . . 112 

Injunctions from Land Judges, and assistance from Chancery, . 10 

As to the revision of Jurors Lists and Books, it involved the striking off of 34,238 out Revision of Jurors 

•• Lists and correc- 

of 94,671 persons, or 36 per cent. ; there were only 48 added on revision. tion of Jlu . ora 

Besides those struck off on revision there were 291 struck off by Judges, and 237 
exempted by Clerks of the Peace. This gives the total number of Jurors on the 
corrected General Jurors Books in all Ireland, 59,953. This is an increase of only 
4,493, or about 8 per cent., on the number (55,460) on the General Jurors Lists in 
1871 — the last under the old law. 54,374 Jurors were on rated qualification, 2,882 
£10 freeholders, 2,168 £20 leaseholders, 509 Directors of Public Companies, and 20 
Harbour Commissioners. 

In the case of 15,521 persons on the Special Jurors Lists, 3,757 persons were struck 
off and 76 exempted by the Clerks of the Peace, and one struck off by a Judge, and 
375 added, so that there was a net revision of 3,459, or 22 per cent. The books show 
12,062 Special Jurors, and, allowing for 20 to be exempted or struck off' by Judge, and 
2 added as in 1878, the net number of Special Jurors would be 12,044. There are no 
statistics of the number under the previous law to compare these figures with. 

Along with the jurors summoned by Sheriffs are included the jurors summoned to Jurors summoned, 
the Court of Quarter Sessions held by the Becorder and to the .Recorder’s Court in the 
case of the boroughs of Belfast and Londonderry, which have separate Courts of 
Sessions of the Peace, although these are summoned by the Clerk of the Peace of the 
borough. 

The tot&l number of jurors returned as summoned in the year is 47,165 as compared 
with 49,602 in 1877. The jurors summoned are distributed according to the purposes 
for which they were summoned, and so as to show, as far as possible, the division of 
duty between Special and Common Jurors. For this purpose it has been assumed that 
the Grand Jurors at Assizes are generally qualified as Special Jurors, thouglvthis is not 
necessarily the case. 



to Jurors Proceedings of 

Sheriffs other than 
as to Jurors 

Number, summoned. 

1877. 

16 
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Part II. Jurors Summoned. 



Judicial 

Statistics. 

Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — Jiraons Summoned in 1878. 

Larger Districts. 

Jurors summoned. 


JSl 




Petit and 
at Assizes and 
Dublin 
Commission 

cither Special or 
other jurors, 


Summoned 

preceding ; 
not classed. 




Special Jurc 


,RS. 


Total 

Special 

Jurors. 


Summoned 
as such, 

rotation. 


Grand Jurors 
Quarter Sessions, 
Commission 
Court in Dublin ; 


Total, 


47,167 


16,633 


11,502 


276 


18,757 


4,221 


14,636 


Outside Dublin County a/nd City. 
















Total, . 


41,905 


14,557 


10,374 


275 


16,699 


3,165 


13,634 


Quarter Sessions, Recorder’s 
















Court, and Civil Bill Court, 


23,583 


14,557 


_ 


_ 


9,026 




9,026 


Assizes, .... 


18,047 


- 


10,374 


_ 


7,673 


3,165 


4,508 


Other purposes, 


275 


- 


" 


275 


- 


- 


- 


In Dublin County and City. 
















Total, 


5,262 


2,076 


1,128 


- 


2,058 


1,056 


1,002 


Superior and Commission Courts, 


4,072 


1,278 


1,128 


_ 


1,666 


1,056 


610 


Sessions and Recorder’s Courts, 


1,190 


798 






392 






Other purposes, 


" 




“ . 











The occasions for jury service in the county and city of Dublin are, from the absence 
of Assizes and number and frequent sittings of the Superior Courts, different from -what 
they are in the other counties and cities in Ireland. 

Outside Dublin county and city, the purposes for 'which jurors were summoned are 
indicated by these figures : — 23,583 for Quarter Sessions, Recorders’ and Civil Bill 
Courts ; 18,047 for Assizes, and 275 for other purposes. In Dublin county and city the 
Superior Courts and Commission Court required 4,072 ; the Quarter Sessions, Recorder’s 
and Civil Bill Courts only 1,190, and in 1878 there were none for other purposes. 

The duty as between Special and other Jurors was thus distributed : — 



Special Jurors (including Grand Jurors at Assizes, assumed to be generally of 

that class), ........ 18,757 

Other Jurors, ......... 16,633 

Either Special or other Jurors, according to rotation, . . . 11,502 

Jurors summoned for other purposes than Superior Courts, Assizes, Quarter 

Sessions, &c., not specified, . . . . . .275 

Total, ..... 47,167 



Of the 18,757 summonses to Special Jurors, only 4,221 count in the rotation to save 
them from serving in turn with other jurors, and for 14,636 summonses no credit is given ; 
9,418 of these arise from their being summoned on Quarter Sessions Grand Juries 
and 5,118 from their attendance on Grand Juries at Assizes and the Dublin Term 
Grand Juries, recently reduced to a minimum, and the Dublin Commission Court. 

If the finding of bills were dispensed with in all cases of public prosecutions except 
treason, as in Scotland, and private prosecutors required to have bills found by Assize 
and Term Grand Juries, there would be a saving of 9,418 Special Jurors for Quarter 
Sessions Grand Juries, besides the number for the Grand Juries at the Commission 
Court, or more than half the occasions of Special Jurors being summoned. 

In the 2,058 Special Jurors summoned in the county and city of Dublin, the adoption 
of the Scotch system of dispensing with bills of indictment at Commission Court and 
Sessions would effect a saving of 858; the principle of a single venue for county and city 
would effect a saving of 336, and a single panel for all the Courts 336, or taken 
together, .a saving of three-fourths (1,530) out of 2,058. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




75 



In the case of Common Jurors, the great cause of excessive summoning is the double 
venue in the county and city. If the principle of a single venue were adopted there 
would be a saving of 768. Under the Judicature Act, by dispensing with the necessity 
of distinct panels in the Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions of the 
Supreme Court, a saving of 596 has been effected. If a single panel for all the tribunals 
at the Four Courts were adopted there would be a further saving of 726. The adoption 
of the single venue and single panel would thus reduce summoning of common jurors in 
Dublin by about one-half (1,494 out of 3,204). These reforms, with the dispensation 
of bills of indictment to relieve Special Jurors would reduce the summoning of Jurors 
in Dublin to the same proportion to population as it is in the rest of Ireland, instead 
of being, as hitherto, about three times as great. 



In the following summary the statistics of appeals and applications for spirit licences 
at Quarter Sessions are compared with the figures for 1877 : — 



Appeals and Applications for Spirit Licences at 
Quarter Sessions. 


1878. 


1877. 


Licreaso, 


Decrease, 

1878. 


Appeals from Magistrates : — 










Affirmed, . 


330 


333 


_ 


3 


Reversed, ..... 


124 


135 


_ 




Varied, ..... 


64 


48 


16 




Otherwise disposed of (including cases where there 










was no appearance), , 


112 


113 


- 


1 


Total, .... 


630 


629 


1 


- 


Applications for spirit licences: — 
Number granted — 










Original applications, 


361 


505 


_ 


244 


Licences transferred, 


1,861 


1,691 


170 




Number refused — 






Original applications, 


492 


525 


_ 


33 


Applications for transfer, . 


89 


194 


_ 


105 


Otherwise disposed of, . 


379 


423 


- 


44 


Total, .... 


J 3,182 


j 3,338 


- 


156 



The number of appeals from Magistrates heard at Quarter Sessions, as appears from 
the above figures, was only 1 more in 1878 than in 1877 ; this followed a decrease in 
1877 of 83. Of the appeals heard and decided in Court, in 330 cases the previous 
decisions were affirmed, in 124 reversed, and in 64 varied. 

The number of applications for spirit licences in 1878 shows a decrease of 156, 
following a marked increase in the preceding year of 394. There was an increase of 
170 in applications for transfers granted. 

There are no Manor Courts in Ireland since the Manor Courts Abolition Act of 1859. 
The following summary shows the business in 1878 in the eight Local Charter Courts, 
which were preserved by the Municipal Corporation Reform Act of 1840, viz. : — 
Clonmel Court of Conscience, Drogheda Court of Conscience, Dublin Lord Mayor’s 
Court, Dublin Court of Conscience, Kilkenny Court of Conscience, Limerick Court 
of Conscience, Londonderry Court of Conscience, and Wexford Court of Conscience. 
There were summonses issued, 6,303, against 6,510 in 1877; causes heard, 4,107; 
decrees for plaintiff, 3,387; for defendant, 705 ; otherwise disposed of, 15; amount 
recovered, £3,095; fees collected, £467, £81 of which goes to the President, £375 to 
other officers, and £10 to other purposes. 

It thus appears that these Courts are all in the extremely retrograde state of having 
officers paid by fees, while in some of them, even the Judges are paid by fees. 

The last table in the Appendix shows the civil business at the Courts of Petty Sessions. 
The summonses issued were 121,590, which shows an increase of 5,022, following an 
increase of 112 in 1877 and 9,176 in 1876. 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Larger Districts. 

Cause of excessive 
summoning of 
Jurors iu Dublin. 



Quarter Sessions. 

Applications for 
Spirit Licences, 
and Appeals from 
Magistrates at 
Quarter Sessions. 



Smaller Districts. 

Local Charter 
Courts. 



Petty Sessions 
Courts. 
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Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Local Administra- 
tion of Justice— 
Smaller Districts. 

Petty Sessions 
Courts. 

Proceedings 
against cottier 
tenants. 



Civil cases at Petty Sessions other than proceedings 
tenants were disposed of as follows : — 



Summonses issued, . 
Complaints heard, . 
Decrees made, 
Warrants issued, . 



1878. 1877. 

102,673 98,666 

59,293 57,630 

46,748 41,670 

11,160 9,320 



against cottier and weekly 



4,007 

1,663 

5,078 

1,840 



Decrease in 1678. 



The table also shows the proceedings relating to cottier tenants under the Landlord 
and Tenant Act, 1860, (Stat. 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154,) under which cottier tenements may 
be summarily recovered at Petty Sessions, for waste, for non-payment of rent, or for 
ovorholding. The cases for summary recovery of tenements in towns against weekly 
tenants, under Stat. 14 & 15 Vie., c. 92, sec. 15, are also shown. 

A cottier tenant is defined by the 81st section of the Act of 1860 to be any person 
holding by agreement or memorandum in writing from the landlord a tenement con- 
sisting of a dwelling-house or cottage without land, or with any portion of land not 
exceeding half an acre, statute measure, at a rent not exceeding the rate of SB by the 
year, for one month, or from month to month, or in like manner for any lesser period 
of time, the landlord undertaking to keep and maintain the dwelling-house or cottage 
in tenan table condition and repair. This definition is held not to include the case of 
weekly tenants, who are dealt with under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic,, c. 92, sec. 15, already 
referred to. 

The proceedings against cottier and weekly tenants in 1878 appear from the returns 




Number of days on 
which Petty 
Sessions not held 
for non-attendance 
of Magistrates. 



The returns further indicate the number of days on which Petty Sessions were not 
held in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates. This number (884), as 
compared with 13,633 days on which Petty Sessions Courts other than Dublin Police 
Courts were held, gives a proportion of 6.) per cent. ; but this proportion is differently 
distributed, and reaches 12 per cent, in the province of Connaught, as appears from 
the following table : — 

Proportion 
of Days when 
Sessions 
not held to 

which Sessions 
held, jt*, 



Connaught, 111. 


265 

228 


2,139 

*3,533 


12-3 

6-5 




245 






Ulster, 166 . 


146 


3,233 


4-6 


Total (604 Courts),* . 


884 


*13,633 


?-6 -5 



• Not including T2S days in 3 Metropolitan Police District Courts, rrtere local Magistrates cannot sit. 



Number of 
Days on whicl 
Petty Session 



Number of 
Days on whicl 
" 'ty Sessions 
held. 
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The Petty Sessions Courts in Connaught dispose of about a fourth of the small civil 
cases of the poor, and it is a very serious hardship on them when the. Courts are on 
upwards of 12 per cent, of days appointed postponed from non-attendance of 
Magistrates. 

The subject having come specially under the notice of His Grace the Lord Lieutenant 
in the spring of the present year, a circular was addressed to Lieutenants of Counties in 
Ireland, bringing the statistics of each Petty Sessions Court in the County for the 
year 1878, under the Lieutenants’ notice, with a view either to secure more punctual 
attendance of the present magistrates, or to lead to new appointments where 
necessary. 



Part II. 

J UDICI AL 
Statistics. 



Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Smaller Districts. 



Petty Sessions 
Courts. 



SUMMARY. 

Statistics. 

The following is a Summary of the principal results noticed in the preceding Summary of 
Tteport. Report. 

PART I.— CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 



The statistics of indictable offences, not disposed of summarily in 1878, shows an Indictable 

1 . offences. 

increase of 631 — raising the number from 6,328 m 1877, to 6,959. 

The last year when there was a similar increase was 1862, when there was an in- 
crease of 1,080 in the persons committed or bailed for trial. The increase was 
accounted for at the time by the amount of distress in 1862 ; and in both the Reports 
on Savings, in 1878, the amount of distress and withdrawal of bank deposits was 
shown to be greater than in any year since 1863. 

In offences disposed of summarily, there was an increase in offences against local Offences disposed 
acts and borough bye-laws and in common assaults — making a total increase of 2,261, of summarily. 

from 266,298 in 1877, to 268,599. 

In punishable drunkenness there was a decrease of 3,180 — from 110,903, in 1877, to Drunkenness. 
107,723. As the Sunday Closing Act came into operation only on the 1st of October, 
a much larger diminution may be expected in the current year. 

The Irish more serious offences, (punishable only after trial by jury) (2,886), con- Irish 
trast favourably with corresponding English and Scotch offences ; being 1,339 less than English and 
the English proportionate number for an equal population (4,189), and 3,057 less Scotch. 

° o • More serious 

than the Scotch proportional number (5,925). offences. 

The Scotch excess is caused by crimes against property, which show an aggregate 
excess of 3,082. Of this excess, no less than 2,717 are in the serious class of crimes 
against property with violence. 

The Scotch figure is also above the English figure by 2,161. This seems to point to 
some characteristics in which Scotland differs from both Ireland and England. The 
distress in the past winter brought into prominence the peculiarity of the Scotch Poor- Scotch Poor taw. 
Law, by which the Guardians, or Parochial. Board, are prohibited from relieving the 
able-bodied, however serious their distress may be. 

The Scotch offences against morals are double the number of the Irish — 281, as Scotch Marriage 
compared with 142. The Scotch figure largely exceeds the English one, which is only ' v ‘ 

200. This excess has an important bearing on the Scotch law of Marriage, which was 
some years since condemned by a Royal Commission for inquiry into the Marriage 
Laws of the three countries. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Summary of 
Report. 

Less serious 
offences. 

Scotch Police. 
Minor offences. 



Importance of 
Criminal Code in- 
cluding Scotland. 



Excess of Town 
Crime. 



Irish Sentences 
compared with 
French, English, 
and Scotch. 



State of Education 
of Criminals in 
Ireland, England, 
and France. 



In leas aerioua offences, punishable after either trial by jury or a summary conviction, 
the Scotch figures (123,822) are most unfavourable, being considerably in excess of the 
English (46,111) and the Irish (58,489) added together. 

This unfavourable character arises from the great excess in common assaults 
and breaches of the peace (59,814), and 11,735 in theft and embezzlement. 

These crimes point to a weakness in the Scotch Police Force. While there were 
12,295 Police in Ireland, with 6,670 in the same population in England, the Scotch 
proportionate number is only 5,000. 

In minor offences the Irish figures come out very unfavourably— the number 
(212,903) being more than the English (101,640) and Scotch (85,709) figures added 
together. 

This excess rests on three figures In punishable drunkenness, 63,238 ; in road and 
way offences, 32,138 ; and in unclassed offences, 22,084. 

In 1878 the Scotch Law as to Sunday Closing was extended to all Ireland, except a 
few towns, with the satisfactory result already noticed. 

The valuable results derived from a careful comparison of the Irish, English, and 
Scotch Criminal Statistics show how important and how easy it would be to have a 
Criminal Code that would include Scotland, as well as England and Ireland, and which 
would embrace minor offences, and not be confined to those punishable after trial 
by jury. 

As England and Ireland have adopted the Public Prosecutor from Scotland, and as 
Ireland has adopted the Fixed Jury Panel from Scotland, many advantages, such as 
permanent Sheriffs, would arise from including the best of Scotch arrangements in 
the Code. 

The excess of town crime in Ireland, noticed in previous reports, still continues. The 
number of indictable offences committed in Dublin were 3,512— in all the rest of Ire- 
land only 3,447 ; though Dublin contains only one-sixteenth of the population. 

In Carrickfergus the crimes were only 1 in 10,000 population; in the North East 
City Division of Dublin, 158 in the 10,000. 

In Ireland, for 6,959 indictable offences, 4,888 persons were apprehended, or 70 
per cent. ; in England only 46 per cent. The proposal to extend the Irish and Scotch 
system of Public Prosecutor to England is an admission of this difference being caused 
by the defective arrangements in England. 

The success of the Scotch system in the case of the prosecution of the Glasgow 
Bank, which led to its being extended to England, calls attention to the weakness of 
the Irish system in leaving fraudulent bankruptcies and embezzlements and serious 
frauds to private prosecutors. 

In the most serious punishments the comparison of Irish with French, English, and 
Scotch proportional figures is as follows : — 

(a.) Those sentenced to imprisonment for one year and upwards were, for same popu- 
lation in Ireland, 87 ; in France, 220 ; in Scotland, 241 ; in England, 266. 

(b.) The Irish figure of sentences to penal servitude was 170, the Scotch 198, the 
French 284, and the English 364. 

(c.) In sentences of death, the Scotch figure was 0, the Irish 2, the French 3, and the 
English 8. 

The proportion of men and boys that could not read or write was in France 29 per 
cent., in England 30 per cent., and in Ireland 38 per cent. 
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The proportion of women and girls that could not read or write was in England 39 
per cent., in France 50 per cent., and in Ireland 54 per cent. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



In England thij criminals are 35 to every 13 police ; in Ireland the criminals are 16 
to every 25 police ; in Dublin County and City, the criminals are 38 to 29 police. 



Summary of 
Report. 



PART II.— JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
I . — Central Administration of Justice. 



Proportion of 
Police and 
Criminals in 
Ireland and in 
Eugland. 



In the Chambers of the Lord Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, and Vice-Chancellor, Judicial 
there was an increase of Chamber business from 2,087 summonses to originate proceed- Statistics. 
ings in 1877, to 2,311 in 1878 ; being an increase of 224, as contrasted with a decrease Central Adminis- 
of 348 in 1877. ' tration of Justice. 

Part of this increase was in summonses connected with the afFairs of infants, ClianceryDivision. 
from 88 to 123, notwithstanding the extension to the County Court of the jurisdic- 
tion for appointment of guardians of infants. 



In the Court business there was a decrease of 69, in actions, &c., heard and 
motions made — from 1377 in 1877 to 1308 in 1878. This diminished pressure 
enabled the Judges to reduce the arrears of business^ from 39 per cent, to 23 
per cent. 



From equity civil bills at the County Courts 4 appeals were heard, in three of 
which the decisions of the County Court Judges were affirmed, and in only one case 
was then- decision varied or reversed. 



The Record and Writ Office affords evidence of increased business in the Chancery 
Division. The writs of summons were 511, as compared with 362 bills or injunctions 
filed. On the other hand, the originating summons fell from 153 to 108. In the 
Notice Department the originals and copies together amounted to 44,362, as compared 
with 39,793. 

The Petitions to the Land Judges filed were 304, or 6 less than the number (310) Land Judges, 
in the preceding year. The cases pending at the beginning of the year (1,221) were 
four times the year’s business, and had slightly increased — by 19 to 1,240 — at the end 
of the year. 

These figures indicate that cases are, on an average, four and a-half years pend- 
ing in the Landed Estates Court, from the filing of the petition till the last payment. 

There was a slight fall in the average price realised for all interests and tenures of 
a half-year’s purchase, from 19 and four-tenths years’ purchase, as an average of five 
years, ended 1876, to 18 nine-tenths years’ pui’chase in 1878 ; part of the fall having 
occurred in 1877, when the price was 19 two-tenths years’ purchase. 

The fall in price had a tendency to retard sales and diminish purchase money; 
the total of which fell from £1,430,000 in 1877, to £1,217,000 in 1878. 

The abolition of the issue of writs in rotation of 25 each, which had prevailed since Queen’s Bench, 
1850, has led to a very unequal distribution of business — 11,125 writs for the Exche- and" Exchequer 
quer Division, only 6,094 for the Queen’s Bench and 6,307 for the Co mm on Pleas. Divisions. 
Whilst the writs issued in the three divisions rose from 21,264 in 1877, to 23,526 in 
1878. The cases that actually came to jury trial in town fell from 265 to 215. The 
two permanent Jury Trial Courts seemed unequal to dispose promptly of the business, 
as no less than 25 cases were made remanets by order, or for want of time to try 
the cases, or other causes. 

L 2 
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PaBt II. 
Judicial 



Summary of 
Beport. 

Central Adminis- 
tration of Justice. 

Queen’s Boncli, 
Crown side. 

Bills of Sale. 



High Court of 
A ppoal in Ireland. 



The procedure at the Crown tide ofthe Quebn’s Bench both m Eng an ^ and Jre^ 
land, is very far behind the Plea or CM side of the Court in theater of rrform 
no rules having, been issued in England since- the Judicature Act of 1873, 
rules having been issued in Ireland either before or since IS 73. 

The number of Bills of Sale registered was 800 in X878, dur wing : alarge ^increase in 
the numbers — 574 in 1877, and 446 in 1876-owmg, no doubt, to the piessur 
debtors in a depressed season. 

As £7 621 000 property passed under Probate in Ireland, and £27,900,000 in an 
equal popidation in l g LI and Wales, English people would appear, on an average, 
to be four times as wealthy as Irish people. 

There were 93 appeals set down for argument Before Her Majesty’s Cour^of Appe^ 
in Ireland, as compared with 53 before both the Chancery Apped an^the. 

Exchequer Chamber under the old . system. The ppea our , , ... and 

members, was never divided into two Concurrent 

its sittings are interrupted by circuits, owing to a temporary pi , ° ircuit 

made for the present Probate Judge, and Senior Land Judge being P 
duty, and the Lords Justices of Appeal being both liable to go on circuit. 

The result of sitting as a single Court only, and not during cir<m|was that there 
were 31 postponed cases, while under the old system of two 
them independent of circuit, there were at the end of 187 on y P P 

II -LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. LARGER DISTRICTS. 

9 mSa?%r the protection of foreigners trading with the 

country. • r i l 

The English precedent for Irish population would give eight Courta 
These are the number of ports into which more than twenty-five foreign ^vessels 
entered in the year. Only two-Belfast and Cork-have as yet got local Admiralty 
jurisdiction. There were 21 cases, or about the English average. The experiment of 
extending the jurisdiction to them, has been successful, just meetmg the class ot 
cases which it would be a hardship to bring to Dublin, the claims m Belfast av . g- 
ing £48 each case, and in Cork £191. 

Seventy-four of the English County Court, and other Local Court Registrars, are 
also Local Registrars for the Supreme Court. The increased facilities for transacting 
business has increased the summonses issued by 20,159. In executions, while the tote 
number increased 41 percent., and the local number was 6,983, the decrease in centra 
executions was only 742, or 5 per cent. ; showing that the increased facilities for local 
jurisdiction, while largely increasing the total amount of law business, had a very 
moderate effect on the Central Courts. 

District Eeeistrarfl The English precedent would give 16 Local Registrars for the Supreme Court in 
5 the Court of Inland For one division only (the- Probate Division), however, of the Supreme 

F ' ob " l °' Court are there Local Registrars in Ireland, and they are only 11 m number. 

Probato Juriidio- The Scotch arrangements would give at least 51 towns in Ireland where Wills could 
tion in Ireland u - proved. There are, however, only 12. 

compared. The arrangemen ts for administration in the case of small property m Ireland aie 

very inferior to those under the corresponding Scotch Acts. 



Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Larger Districts. 

Local Admiralty 
Courts. 



Local Registrars. 
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- The Scotch arrangements would suggest 81 towns for the exercise of local Bank- 
ruptcy in Ireland, and the English 29. Up to 1872 there was local Insolvency juris- 
diction in 32 towns in Ireland; since then there has been practically no local bank- 
ruptcy or insolvency jurisdiction. 



Part II. 
Jusioia.l 
Statistics. 

Summary of 
Report. 



There was a falling off of actions tried on circuit of 121, from 411 in 1877 to 291 in AdminiOra' 
1878, or 29 per cent. The falling off in Dublin was only 19 per cent. — from 265 to tion of Justice— 
215. The improved practice in Dublin, allowing the time for trials to be more con- Larger ^utruits. 
veniently regulated, has specially affected the number of trials which used to take Local Bankruptcy 
place at the last town on circuit, when too late for the after sittings. circuit^ 3 ° D 

In connexion with the falling off in the number of Jury Trials, the pressure on 
jurors to attend and answer their names, whether required or not, and before the day 
on which they are actually required, and the amount of fines levied on jurors, and the 
costs of having fines remitted, is not to be lost sight of. 

The business in the County Courts has been affected partly by the state of the County Courts, 
country, consequent upon the unfavourable season of 1878, and partly by the change ot 
jurisdiction. 

(a.) The ejectments as to which there was no change of jurisdiction, show the Ejectments, 
pressure on farmers; they increased from 5,942 in 1877 to 7,510 in 1878, being an 



increase of 1,559 or 26 per cent. 



(&.)• In ordinary civil bills the jurisdiction of the County Courts was increased from Civil Bills. 

£40 to £50. The increase in the gross amount recovered increased from £408,569 to 
£499,149, or of £121,016 or 30 per cent., could not arise, from this cause. It appears, 
therefore, to be another indication of the state of the depressed state of the country 
and general pressure for debts. 

(c.) The increase of jurisdiction in remitted cases, first from £40 to £50, and then Remitted cases, 
beyond this limit if the Judge should adjudge a larger sum, has increased the remitted 
cases entered in the County Courts from 124 in 1877 to 257 in 1878. 

(d.) Compared with corresponding local equitable jurisdiction in England, which has Local equitable 
been in operation since 1865, the extension of local equitable jurisdiction in Ireland has actl0DS - 
been a great success. 

In an equal population in England and Wales, there were in 1877 only 136 cases for 
£19,102 in dispute. In Ireland the local equity cases were 330 in number, and the 
subject matter in dispute reached £47,587. 

. (a.) Under the Land Act compensation for change of possession in case of non- Land Sessions, 
payment of rent is confined to Tenant-right cases. The increase in the number of 
ejectments of 26 per cent., above noticed, was consequently accompanied by a diminution 
of cases under the Land Act of 1870, from 598 in 1877 to 557 in 1878, of 41 cases or 7 



per cent. 

(6.) The increase in the leases confirmed from 9 in 1876 to 14 in 1877, and to 38 in 
1878, shows that this remedial part of the Land Act is coming into beneficial 
operation. 

(c.) The different effect of non-payment of rent on Tenant-right claims and claims for 
change of possession, are shown by other figures. In Ulster the claims under Tenant- 
right increased from 59 to 72, and the amount decreed from £5,152 to . £5,969, while 
the claims in which loss on quitting the holding was concerned fell off from 37 to 23, and 
this amount decreased from £3,399 to £1,864. 

(d.) The Table of Land Appeals shows that in only six Counties was any sum added 
upon appeal, and the aggregate amount was only £294 or 0 - 6 per cent. In ten Counties 
the sum decreed was reduced on appeal, but only by £1,399 or 2'9 per cent. This left 
the net sum decreed £16,018 upon £48,541 claimed, or 33 per cent. 
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Paet II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Summary of 
Report. 

Local Administra- 
tion of Justice— 
Larger Districts. 

Sheriffs’ 
proceedings. 
Cottier tenants 
and tenants in 
farms. 

Cause of excessive 
summoning of 
jurors in Dublin. 



Local Administra- 
tion of Justice — 
Smaller District 

Local Charter 
Courts. 



Petty Sessions. 



Attendance ot 
magistrates at 
Potty Sessions. 



(a.) Besides the civil bill ejectments already noticed as showing an increase, there 
was an increase in ejectments executed from High Court of Justice from 389 in 18 
to 522, showing an increase of 133 or 34 per cent. Of this increase 54 were for non- 
payment of rent and 79 in other cases. 

(b.) The pressure of the year, besides affecting farmers and traders, affected the 
labouring classes. The ejectments against them in the Petty Sessions Court increased 
by 796 from 8,066 in 1877 to 8,862 in 1878, being an increase of 10 per cent., showing 
the pressure not so great on them as on the farmers. 

(a.) In the case of Common Jurors, the great cause of the excessive summoning in 
Dublin is the double venue in the County and City. If the principle of a single venue 
were adopted, there would be a saving of 768 jurors summoned. 

(6.) Under the Judicature Act, by dispensing with distinct panels in the Queens 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer Divisions, a saving of 596 has been effected. 

(c.) If a single panel for all the tribunals at the Pour Courts were adopted, there 
would be a further saving of 726 jurors summoned. 

(d.) The adoption of a single venue and single panel would thus reduce the sum- 
moning of Common Jurors in Dublin by about one-half 1,494 out of 3,204 

(e.) These reforms, with the dispensing of bills of indictment, as in Scotland, to 
relieve Special Jurors, would reduce the summoning of Jurors in Dublin to the same 
proportion as in the rest of Ireland, instead of being, as hitherto, about three times as 
great. 



III.— LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OE JUSTICE.— SMALLER DISTRICTS. 



Local Charter Courts are only eight in number, and are in the extremely retrograde 
state of officers paid by fees, and in some of them even the Judges paid by fees. 



The sums involved in each case is of very small amount, the 3,387 in which decrees 
were made involving only £3,095, or less than £1 in each case. When Justices at 
Petty Sessions have jurisdiction up to £10 in certain classes of civil cases, a very 
slight modification of their jurisdiction would include the whole of the local charter 
Court Cases. 



(a.) The Petty Sessions Courts are 604 in number. Their civil business is very con- 
siderable, the summonses under it reaching 121,590. The decrees made were 55,610— 
a substantial number, too, if compared with the 77,593 decrees in the County Court. 



(6.) Besides the increase in decrees in cottier tenancy cases, already referred to, o 
796, there was an increase of 5,078 in other decrees made ; which, upon the number 
41,670 in the previous year, shows an increase of 12 per cent. This shows less pres- 
sure on the labouring classes than on the farmers. 



(c.) The inconvenience to poor suitors from having Petty Sessions postponed for non- 
attendance of magistrates, which in Connaught reached 12 per cent, of the days m 
which the Courts were held, having come specially under the notice of His Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, a circular has been, by His Grace’s directions, addressed to the Lieu- 
tenant of each county, calling his attention to the statistics of 1878 on this point, 
with the view of securing a more punctual attendance of existmg magistrates ; or, 
when that cannot be secured, with a view to consider the necessity of naming addi- 
tional magistrates. 



W. NEILSON HANCOCK. 
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OFFENCES the NUMBER of PERSONS for TRIAL in the Year 1878, and the RESULT of the PROCEEDINGS— from Returns made by Clerks-of the Crown and Peace. 
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REFORMATORY SCHOOLS — 3. RE'I 



: OCCASION of COMMITTALS and SENTENCES ; 
Made by the Inspector of Bcformatorics and Indu; 



GIRLS RECEIVED i 



! CONVICTED, 
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.— 1. RETURN showing the NUMBER under DETENTION, COMMITTED, DISCHARGED, REMOVED, or TRANSFERRED, in the Year 1878, 
with the COSTS, under Stat. SI Vic., c. 25— eonlimei. 
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.— 1 . RETURN showing the NUMBER under DETENTION, COMMITTED, DISCHARGED, REMOVED, or TRANSFERRED in the year 1878, 
with the COSTS, under Stat. 31 Vic., c. 25— concluded. 
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(2.) HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE.— CHANCERY DIVISION.— RETURN of APPEALS from COUNTY COURTS in EQUITY, CIVIL BILLS, and PROCEEDINGS in the year 
1878, by the proper officer under Order XVII., Rules ISO of Coostst Const* (Ireland) Roles, 1877. 
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OFFICE of the CLERK of RECORDS and WRITS, 
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made by the Clerk of Record 



.) HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE.-CHANCERY DIVKION. 



NATURE OP PROCEEDINGS. 
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(11.) HIGH COURT OR JUSTICE-QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISION— Retorn of the Proceedings of the Coort on the Plea Side in the Teat 1878, made by the 
Master of the Coort, the Clerk of Roles and the Clerk of Writs. 
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March, 1879, viz., Judicature, Judgment Registry, Registry of Deeds, Admiralty • 
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HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE.— PROCEEDINGS ON CIRCUIT.— TABLE in.— NATURE 
Amount recovered, in the Year 1878, from Retui 



' the CAUSES TRIED on CIRCUIT, and the Class of Amou 
s made by Jcdoes' Ezcistbibs. 
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Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1670, from Returns made by the Clerks of the Peace. 
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(59.) SHERIFFS’ PROCEEDINGS in the Year 1878, from Returns by 
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too.) JURORS-1. PROCEEDINGS of JUDGES, COUNTY COURT JUDGES, and REVISING BARRISTERS in respect of the Preparation, Revision, and Correction, in lava, 
of Jobobs’ Lists and Jonons’ Books, from Returns made by the Clebks of the Peace. 
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(83.) QUARTER SESSIONS COURTS. — TABLE showing NUMBER of APPEALS from MAGISTRATES and APPLICATIONS for SPIRIT LICENCES in the Tear 1878, 
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